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Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
HEOTA CAMAPAHKA

Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that everyone who drinks

the well water will be thirsty again. Then Jesus tells her that
anyone who drinks the water that He offers will never thirst
again, but in fact, that water will become like a well springing up
inside them. As living water, Jesus provides us with life both now
and in eternity Jesus offers a full life without thirst as we spend
time with Him. Though God has created our physical bodies to

require fresh water to survive, the survival of our lives requires

Jesus Christ, the giver of living water. The story of the woman at
the well also teaches us that God loves all of us,unconditionally. God
values us enough to actively seek us, to welcome us to intimacy, and to
rejoice in our worship. As a result of Jesus’ conversation, the
Samaritan woman, an outcast from her own people, understood what
that meant. To be wanted, to be cared for when no one, not even she,

could see anything of value in herself—this is love, unconditional.
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HEOINA CAMAPAHKA

5 OTox, npubyeae BiH 0o camapincbkoro micTa, Wwo 3BeTbcs Cixap, Heganeko Bia nons, sike AkiB OyB AaB CBOEMY
cuHosi Mocnnosi. 6 Tam xe 6yna Slkososa KpuHWLS. | Icyc, 4OPOroo 3MOpeHuin, Cis oTak kpai kKpuHuLi. Byno kono
roguHu geco woctoi. 7 Hagxoautb ocbk xiHka oaHa 3 Camapii HabpaTtu Bogu. Icyc kaxe oo Hei: [Jan HanuTuce MeHi!
8 5o yuHi Voro sigiiiwnu 6ynu B micTo, o6 kynuTu noxusu. 9 Togi kaxe Momy camapsHka: Ak xe Tu, 1oaesaHuH
OyBLUM, Ta NPOCULL HAMUTUCB Bif MeHe, camapsiHkM? Bo togei He cxogaTbes i3 camapsaHamu. 10 Icyc BignoBiB i
npomoBwuB Ao Hei: Konn 6 3Hana tv boxwuii gap, i XTo Ton, XTo roBopuTb T06i: Aan Hanutuce MeHi, Tn 6 y Hboro
npocwuna, i BiH To6i gaB 6 xuBoi Bogn. 11 Kaxe xiHka go Heoro: | yuepnaka B Tebe, MNaHe, Hema, a KpuHMLA
rmnboka, 3Biaku X maew Tu Bogy xumBy? 12 Yu Tu Ginblumii 3a Hawworo otus AkoBa, WO HaM aB L KPUHULO, i BiH
caMm i3 Hel nuB, i CMHK noro, i xyaoba noro? 13 Icyc Bignos.is i cka3as ii: KoxeH, xTo Boay uto n'e, byae nparHytn
3HOoBY. 14 A xTO NnuTMMe BoAy, Wo A nomy fam, nparHytu He Byae nosik, 60 Boaa, Wo A nomy gam, cTaHe B HiM
pKepernom Tiel Boaw, Lo Teye B xuTT4 BidHe. 15 Kaxe xiHka go Heoro: [an meHi, MaHe, uiei soan, wob g nutn He
XoTina, i ctogun He npuxoguna 6patn. 16 MoBopuTh A0 Hei Icyc: |an, NoknNny YonoBsika CBOro Ta 1 BepTancs CIoau.

17 XKiHka Bignosina Ta 11 ckazana: Yonosika He mato... Bigkasas in Icyc: Tu gobpe ckasana: Yonosika He mato.

18 Bo n'dATbOoX YOMNoBIkiB T Marna, a To1, KOro MaeLl Tenep, He MyX BiH ToOi. Lle Tn npaeay ckadana. 19 Kaxe xiHka
0o Hboro: Bauy, MNane, wo Mpopok Tu. 20 OTui Hawi BkNoHsnuca bory Ha wit ocb ropi, a B TBepanTe, LLO B
Epycanumi Te micue, Ae NoTpibHo BkNoHATUCE. 21 Icyc npomoBnsie Ao Hei: MoBip, xiHko, MeHi, Wwo HagxoanTb
roguHa, Konu Hi Ha ropi uin, aHi B €pycanumi BknoHAaTuch OTueBi He ByaeTe BU. 22 Bu BKNOHAETECH TOMY, YOO BU
He 3HaeTe, MM BKITOHSIEMOCH TOMY, LLIO 3Haemo, 60 cnaciHHA Big oaeiB. 23 Ane HacTynae roguHa, i Tenep BoHa €,
konu GorominbLi NnpaBamBi BkNoHATUCS OyayTe OTueBi B Ayci Ta B npasai, 60 Oteup Cobi nparHe takmnx
GorominbLie. 24 Bor € [lyx, i Ti, Wo Momy BKNOHAIOTLCSA, MOBUHHI B AyCi Ta B NpaB/i BKIOHATUCL. 25 Bigkasye xiHka
Momy: A sHato, wo npuiiae Mecis, wo asetbest Xpuctoc, sk BiH npuiiae, To Bce po3nosicTs Ham. 26 Mpomosnse Ao
Hei leyc: Lle S, wo poamoensio 3 To6ot0... 27 | Toai Haainwnm Moro yuri, i anByBanuce, Lo 3 XiHkowo BiH
po3smoBnsB. [poTe xaaeH i3 HuX He cnuTas: Yoro xoueww? abo: MNpo wo 3 Heto roBopuw? 28 MNMokmHyna iHka ToAi
BOOOHOCA CBOro, i nobirna 4o micta, Ta i noasm rosoputb: 29 Xoaite HO, nobayTe Toro Yonosgika, WO cka3aB MeHi
BCe, WO 51 BYMHUNA. Yn BiH He Xpuctoc? 30 | BOHM noBmuxogmnu 3 micTa, i 4o Heoro npunwnu. 31 Tum yacom xe
yuHi npocunu Moro Ta i kasanu: Yuutenio, ix! 32 A BiH im Bigkasas: 51 Malo NOXWBY Ha iMKEHHS, AKOT He 3HaeTe BM.
33 MuTanu Togi oanH ogHoOro y4Hi: Xiba XTo npuHic I7Iowly ictn? 34 Icyc kaxe go Hux: MNoxmea Mosi YUHUTK BOMO
Toro, XTo nocnas MeHe, i cnpasy Voro gosepwntu. 35 Un He kaxeTe BU: LLle 4oTMpK OT MicsLi, | HacTaHyTb
XHuBa? A A Bam kaxy: lMiginmiTe CBOT O4i, Ta MAHLTE Ha HYMBW, SK ONSA XHWB y>Ke nononosinu BoHu! 36 A xTo xHe,
Tow 3annaty bepe, Ta 36mpae BpoxaWn B XUTTS BiYHe, LWOG XTO Cie N XTO He pa3om paginu. 37 bo npo ue norosipka
npaeamBa: XTO iHWWIA Cie, a XTO iHWWK xHe. 38 A Bac xaTu nocnas, A€ BWU He NpaLioBanu: npawBany iHwi, BU X
[0 ixHboi npaui Beiwnun. 39 3 Toro x Micta 6araTo-xT0 i3 camapsiH B Hboro BBipyBanu Yyepes CrnoBo XiHKK, WO
ceigunna: BiH ckasaB MeHi Bce, Lo 5 BuMHuna 6ynal 40 A konn camapsiHi Ao Heoro npwiinu, To 6rnaranm Moro,
wo6 y HKx nosocTascs. | Bin nepebys Tam asa AHi. 41 3HauHo X GinbL BOHM BBipYBanu Yepes crioso Moro. 42 A
[0 XiHKM Kasanu BoHK: He 3a cnoBo TBOE MK BXe BipyeMo, cami 60 My 4ynun i nisHanu, wo cnpaegi Cnacutens BiH
cBiTy!
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SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN John (4:5-42)

5 So he came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside
the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 For his
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with

Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and
his sons, and his cattle?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Every one who drinks of this water will thirst

again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst; the water that | shall give
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, that | may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “| have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; 18 for you have had five
husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly.” 19 The woman said to
him, “Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that
in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such
the Father seeks to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “| know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he
comes, he will show us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “| who speak to you am he.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, “What
do you wish?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar, and went away
into the city, and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be
the Christ?” 30 They went out of the city and were coming to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to
eat of which you do not know.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has any one brought him
food?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? | tell you, lift up your
eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. 36 He who reaps receives wages, and
gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 | sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman'’s testimony, “He told me all
that | ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he
stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It
is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that
this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
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Announcements

» Happy Birthday to those who celebrate(d) their birthdays May the Lord Our God continue to bless you
abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protect you at all times. MHoras Jliral

* Happy Mother’s Day! May the Lord God bless all the Mothers, Grandmothers and Godmothers in our Parish
of the Protection of the Mother of God. We pray that Our Blessed Lady intercede for them before the Lord. We
also pray that Our Lord grant them good health and the graces that they need in fulfilling their great mission and
role. On behalf of the Basilian Fathers we wish you all a Happy Mother’s Day!

* Vichnaya Pamyat! Eternal Memory! Walter Prokopchuk passed away Friday May 1,2020. We extend our
condolences to his family BiuHas MNam’aTb

“**THANK YOU***

St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church would like to thank all those parishioners and friends for their continued financial support
during this time. We appreciate and are grateful for your support as our parish continues to meet ongoing financial obligations.
Because of the strict COVID-19 restrictions it is difficult when we cannot pray and socialize together. Please continue to pray
for all who have been affected by the pandemic. Let us remember all those frontline and essential workers who help us on a

daily basis. May the Risen Lord bless, heal and strengthen all of us.

TNATPIAPX YIKU: «MPOLUY BOrA, LobH OAB MEHI
CWIH BIQOATU TOU KPEQMUT, SIKWA 1 OTPUMAB
BIIPOAOBX 50-TU POKIB

5 tpaBHa 2020, B iHTepB'to ana «Kueoro TenebaveHHsa» [Masa
YKL, noginvecs cBOiMU AyMKamu Mpo MPOXUTI POKM i BUCNOBUB
crnofiBaHHA Ha ManbyTHe. MNaTpiapx i3 BASYHICTIO 3ragye MUHyne i 3

Hagielo AMBUTbCA y ManbyTHE, a y cnyxiHHi [naBu Liepken Bbavae

Harogy noBepTaTu Ti KpeouTw, ski cBOro 4acy mnomy posipunu bor, pigHi, Lliepksa. Mpo ue nosigomnsie

HenaptameHT iHdopmauii YKL
Bignosigatoun Ha 3anuTaHHs )XypHanicTkm «Knsoro TE» npo aHani3 NpoXuTrX pokis, NepLIoEpapX 3a3HauuB, Lo
BaXXIIMBO HE CKiNbKM POKIB Y TBOEMY XKUTTI, @ CKIfIbKWN XXUTTH Yy TBOIX pOKax:


http://news.ugcc.ua/video/blazhenn%D1%96shiy_svyatoslav_proshu_boga_shchobi_dopom%D1%96g_spovniti_doruchenu_men%D1%96_zhittievu_m%D1%96s%D1%96yu_n%D1%96chogo_ne_zalishivshi_sob%D1%96_89547.html
https://bccatholic.ca/system/images/W1siZiIsIjIwMjAvMDUvMDUvNmVmOWdiZzk5aV9kcmVhbXN0aW1lX21fMzc0NjYzNjVfc2VuaW9yX2xvbmVseS5qcGciXSxbInAiLCJ0aHVtYiIsIjE0MDB4Il1d/image.jpg
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«Moxy ckasaTtu, Lo XUTTA y TUX M'aTaecaTy pokax byno 6arato. | 1 xo4uy nogsikysatu locnogy bory 3a BCi akTUBHiI
XUTTEBI XBUNI, MOMEHTW, SIKi BiH MeHi AapyBaB axk O CbOTrOAHI».

MpepcTtosatens YKL, 3a3HaumB, WO BiH «CMILUMB XUTWU», aJKe B MOJIOAOMY Billi MPUIAHAB Ha BracHi nnevi 6arato
06oB’a3kiB i BENUKY BignosigansHicTb. «Y MeHe 3aBxaun Oynu Taki Big4yTTs, Wo 8 "xmBy B kpeauT", wo MNocnoab Bor
[aB MeHi NEBHUI KpeauT, — UM TO NEBHUX Harog, Yv nogen, akmx 6ina MeHe CBOro yacy noctaBuB, KPEAUT OAPIB UK
30iGHOCTeN, SKi, 3peLUTol, Mae KOXHa NoAnHaY, — Cka3aB BiH.

[MaTpiapx po3nosis, Lo HanbinbLUe BigYyBaB KpeauT OOBIpK, SKy NOMY BUABASNN Ti MOAN, L0 3aBxau Oynv nopyy,
— GaTbku i poandi: «BoHu gaBany MeHi Take BiguyTTs i 3p03yMiHHS, L0 BOHW MEHi JOBIpSHOTbY.

MpoTe Hanbinbwum gapom uu kpegutom, skuii Mpeacrosatens YKL, oTpumas y xuTTi, € Bipa B bora.

«Le Takun aap, sikuii S oTpMMaB y CBOIW POAMHI, Bif CBOiX 6aTbkiB, Bia cBO€Ei 6abyci, Big CBOro Aigycsi», — po3noBis
BiH i JoaaB, Wo, noaidbHo oo anocTtona Maena, NnovyBaeTbCA OOPXKHUKOM Nepen TUMU NI0AbMU, SKi Le, MOXIMBO, He
BipATb y bora.

B iHTepB’t0 i3 0cobnmBoto BAAYHICTIO [MpeactoaTtens 3ragas i NPO MOXMAMBICTb HaBYaTUCS 3a KOPAOHOM. BiH
pO3MOoBiB NPO BEMKWKY Xary 40 3HaHb, 0cObnMBo 6OrocnoBChKMX, AKi, HA NOro AyMKY, CTBOPUIN 06CTaBUHM
nepecnigyBaHoi Llepksu: «Konu ctano MoxXnmBmMM BYMTUCS, S 3aBXAM HABYaBCH 3 AYMKOIO, LLO BYYCS AN KOroChb,
He ons cebe. A nam’aTtato, — npuragae brnaxeHHiwun CeaTocnas, — WO B AEB’SSHOCTMX pokax byno 6araTto
ceMiHapucTiB, 6arato Monoamx xJonuiB i AiyaT, siki XoTinu BigaaTtn cBoe xuTTa Focnoagy bory, ane He BCi BOHM
Manv MOXNuMBICTb 3400yBaTh OCBITY 3a KOPAOHOMY.

CBoe cnyxiHHA [NaTpiapx BBaXkae Haro4ow NoBepTaTy Lier KpeauT AoBipu: «5 yxe Marmke AecaTb pokiB Bigaar
6opru, Hamaratounch AiNUTUca TUM, Wo MeHi Mfocnoab Bor nogapyBsas, | Tak Xovy He NiABECTU HIKOro B MOro
crnoaiBaHHAXY.

Okpim uboro, Maesa YKL, BucnoeuB cnogiBaHHs, Wo Mocnogb AacTb MOMY CUIM BCE X Taku BiggaTv BECb TOM
KpeauT, AKWii BiH OTpUMaB yNpoaoBX n'ataecaTn pokie xuTTa. «Mpowy Bora, wo6 3 oro gonomoroto s
30iCHMBOOPYYEHY MEHI XUTTEBY MICit0, HIYOrO He 3anuwmBLIK COo0i, y CBOIX KULLEHSIX Y1 CBOEMY cepLi, ane wob
yce, o 9 0TpMMaB, — BigaaBy, — 3a3HaumB bnaxeHHriwmn CeaTtocnas.

HOME ALONE: Catholics find ways to stay connected in pandemic

A three-decades-long member of one of the parish’s choral
groups, Ransom says nothing can replace the positive feeling
she experiences when she joins with her fellow choristers to sing
a hymn in four-part harmony.

“Singing is such a marvellous way of expressing everything,”
says Ransom, a soprano. “Being surrounded by music is such a
tonic. Surrounded by music, and contributing to it, you come
away feeling ‘I've accomplished something or given something’
or ‘I've been alive and well for the five minutes.”

A widow who lives with one of her adult children, Ransom confides that she also misses the camaraderie of the
choir, and she certainly hopes for an early end to the social isolation mandated by health authorities to counter the
COVID-19 pandemic.


https://risu.org.ua/ua/index/articlesbytag?tag=4009
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A retired counsellor, Ransom is well aware of the social and health benefits of being part of a faith community, but
says she is content with the weekly homiletic email she receives from her pastor Father Thomas Arackal, and with
using the phone to stay in touch with loved ones. “Everybody seems to be OK,” she shares. “I think we’re all kind of
lonesome, but we’ll get through it.”

Helping the isolated and lonely withstand the stresses and strains of the COVID crisis has been a concern of priests
and parish groups alike. (Kolotype/Dreamstime)

Resilient and optimistic, and with friends and family to support her, Ransom is in a good position to withstand the
stresses and strains of the COVID crisis. Others may not be so fortunate, and that’s been a concern of priests and
parish groups alike since the beginning of the pandemic crisis.

Questions on how best to keep faith communities alive as well as serve needy individuals have been answered with
solutions ranging from the adoption of new communication technologies to the restructuring of existing programs.

At Church of the Assumption Parish in Powell River, for example, Father Patrick Tepoorten responded quickly to the
closing of churches and cessation of public services by staging daily outdoor adoration of the Holy Eucharist and by
livestreaming daily Mass on Facebook — one of 47 parishes in the Archdiocese of Vancouver currently doing so.

Adopting the unfamiliar technology didn’t come without its problems, though. “I learned that if you push the ‘magic
wand’ on Facebook, it adds beards and faces,” Father Tepoorten confides, noting that at least one priest in Italy
became an Internet sensation after mistakenly engaging the feature. “For me, it was Good Friday when | ended up
sporting a [virtual] blue beard. Some of our parishioners thought it was hilarious.”

Overall reaction to televised Masses, whether on social media or television, has been positive. “Our parishioners
are very appreciative that they have the Mass on Facebook,” he says. “They say, ‘I'm so grateful you're doing this.
I’'m just so grateful — it's contact with the Mass.”

Father Patrick Tepoorten at Church of the Assumption, Powell River, one of dozens of parishes televising Masses in
the Archdiocese of Vancouver. He is concerned about the long-term impact of isolation on his parishioners, most of
them seniors.

Father Tepoorten has concerns, however, about the long-term impact on his parishioners, the majority of whom are
seniors. He and his assistant have not been able to provide the pastoral care — visiting homes and hospitals — that
they usually perform, and phone calls seem to him to be more intrusive than helpful. “I don’t want to disturb them in
their cocoon of self-isolation.”

Nevertheless, he is optimistic that parish life will return to normal when the crisis ends because he senses that his
parishioners’ faith is making them hungry to get things back up to speed. “I think we really feel the need in our
community,” he says. “l think, in a strange way, it's a great lesson in the need we have for each other —it's a real
affirmation — and how much we miss each other.”

At Star of the Sea Parish in White Rock the COVID-19 crisis led an existing parish group to pivot in how it delivers
spiritual and social support to isolated and lonely seniors. Elaine Webb, a retired nurse, says the parish formed a

Pastoral Care Visitation ministry a year ago, training 50 men and women in how “to provide a little bit of company
and companionship with lonely and frail seniors” in homes or residential-care facilities, and to better connect them
to parish life.

“The issues are common,” Webb says, “One of them is loneliness, another is fear.” Reaction was overwhelmingly
positive. “They are just so grateful. You can see the little spark of joy that we bring,” Webb says.

Elaine Webb says issues of loneliness and fear are common among isolated seniors.

But it seemed that no sooner did the ministry start rolling than it was forced to suspend operations because of the
coronavirus crisis. Working with a 250-name list of seniors provided by the parish office, the visitation team joined
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with members of the Catholic Women'’s League and Knights of Columbus to keep connections alive through regular
phone calls. It seems to be working.

“All those who were called expressed gratitude, surprise, and were generally pleased that the Church had reached
out and taken the time to connect,” Webb says. As well, almost all said they were fine and had support from adult
children, friends, and neighbours. Surprisingly, “no one asked for assistance with groceries or medication runs. But
some wanted the parish bulletin [because they didn’t have internet access] and a few wanted holy water. Generally
folks were positive and accepting of the current circumstances.”

In fact, the response has been so positive that “it could inform a new way to go forward with support of our senior
parishioners,” Webb says.

The pandemic’s impacts on social and spiritual life are not limited to isolated seniors, of course. Patrick Calderon,
who serves on the core team of the Holy Rosary Cathedral Young Adults group, says that, pre-COVID, the group
could have up to three events a week, as well as a monthly social gathering.

The pandemic’s no-group-gathering order struck at the very heart of the group’s mandate “to cultivate faith and
create friendships through fellowship,” as well as providing educational and service opportunities, says Calderon, a
26-year-old consultant who is a graduate of both Notre Dame Regional Secondary in Vancouver and Notre Dame
University in Indiana.

“We were very conflicted as to how to proceed when the quarantine first started,” he says. “We thought that we
can'’t just disappear. We need to show to the people that we were serving that Church doesn’t stop for you, that
there’s still an opportunity for you to engage as Catholic young adults.”

Now the group meets every Monday via the Zoom app, focusing on faith issues related to the Holy Spirit.
Attendance is limited to 15, which is about five fewer than normal meetings, but the virtual gatherings help fill a
void. “I think there’s a great longing for in-person interaction and for real community,” Calderon says.

“But, you know, | think it’s a time for us, as young adults, to put into practice skills we grew up with all our entire
lives — skills of connecting via technology, and to show that there are ways of getting together even without being
physically present.”

Calderon admits that some aspects of the meetings are lost because a vital part of gathering together has always
been socialization, but “it's important for us — because there’s a real longing for community — to do whatever we can
do to provide something in the interim.”

As for Calderon personally, he describes himself as “rolling with the punches and appreciating the grace that is
present in this particular moment.” In fact, he believes there’s an opportunity to pursue a more contemplative path
than the one he was living.

“But | know that absence makes the heart grow fonder, as well,” he says, “And | think our return will be even better
than what we had in the past. | think we have really gotten to see the value of this community. And we’ll come back
when this is over with a newfound appreciation for all that we have around us, and just be grateful for it.”

The crisis is affecting parishes and parishioners in countless ways, and no one knows what the “new normal” will
look like when it finally ends and parishes can resume in-person operations. Meanwhile many Catholics seem to be
finding a silver lining in the COVID cloud, embracing new technologies to stay in touch, finding new ways to serve
fellow parishioners, using quiet times to better themselves, or simply being determined to make the best of a sad
situation.

During a time when isolation and loneliness can be corrosive, the hopefulness that animates these actions is surely
showing itself to be a crucial element of the Catholic character.

Terry O'Neill  BC Catholic May 7,20220
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