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Cayacou Boaci/Divine Liturgies
Heoina/Sunday: 8:30 am in English
10:30 am (sung) in Ukrainian
Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation
10:30 am and 7:00 pm
Hloousa/Daily Scheduled
7:30 am in Chapel
Cnogion/Confessions: 15 minutes before
Divine Liturgy - Or by appointment during the
week
Baptism by appointment
Anointing of the Sick/Hospital Visits/
Eucharist for the sick - any time
Marriages - the arrangements with the priest
have to be made months before the marriage
Funerals - by arrangement

00. Bacunisnu/Basilian Fathers serving the
Parish:- Father Serafym Grygoruk, OSBM
Administrator Email: serh70@outlook.com
Father Joseph Pidskalny, OSBM - local Superior

Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop-Emeritus

Mapadisa NMNokpoBu MNMpecBATOI
Boropoauui BiTae BCix rocteun, npuaTtenis
Ta napacigH, ski 6epyTb y4acTb Yy LM
Cnyx6i boxi.

4-ma Hedinsi nicns [’smudecsimHuyi.
Bcix YkpaiHcbkux Cessmux

4™ Sunday after Pentecost. Sunday of
Ukrainian Saints

Romans 6:18-23
Matthew 8:5-13

The Protection of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish welcomes all guests, friends,
and Parishioners participating in this
Divine Liturgy.



Songs at 10:30 Divine Liturgy: 1) Opening: on page 234 “V strasi i pokori”; 2) at
Communion: page 320 “Raduisia, Sertse”; 3) Closing: page 270 “Nache povnyi

holos dzvonu”

HUWHI: Hepinsa, 17 yepBHA: KaBa i conogke nicna Cnyxo6un boxoi o rog 8:30 i

10:30 paHo.

-10:00 paHky — MonebeHb ao lNMpeceaToro Cepust XpucToBOro

>> Bitaemo i3 [JHeM 6aTtbka! baxxaemo ycim Hawmm Tatam, [igycam i
[Mpagigycam wacTts, 3gopos’s i boxoro 6narocnoseHHa! MHorag Jlita!

- BiBTOPOK, 19 4yepBHA, 0 7:00 Bey. — MonebeHb o NMpecsatoro Cepus

XpUCTOBOro y Kannuui

- yeTBep, 21 yepBHA, 0 7:00 Be4y. — MonebeHb go lNpeceaTtoro Cepus

XpUCTOBOrO y Kannuui

>>Y yepBHi Maemo MonebeHb ao MNMpecestoro Cepus XpucrtoBoro y
Kansnuui, KOXXHoro BiBTopka i YeTBepra o 7:00 Beyopa, i koxxHoi Hegini 0 10:00 paHky.

[Mpocumo B34TK y4acTb!

BCIX CBATUX YKPAIHCbKOIO
HAPOLY (0. PomaH TepexoBcbKkuia

PiweHHam CuHoay envckonis YKL,
y 4eTBepTy Heainto nicnga 3icnaHHs
Ceartoro [lyxa nocTaHOBMNEHO
CBATKYBaTU NpasHuK Bcix cBaTmx
YKpalHCLKOro Hapogay.

Yci cBdTa NiTyprintHOro poky
BceneHcbkol XpucToBol Llepkeu
6e3nocepenHbO NOB'A3aHi 3
Benu4e3Hnm TalHCTBOM boro4yonosika,
sike, 3a [1poBunaiHHAM [focnogHim, ctano
OCHOBOW Hawwol Bipu. KoxHe
TOP™KECTBO, HE3ANEXHO Bif CBOro
MicUS B KaneHgapi Ta 4acoBol
BigoaneHocTu Big lNpasHuka npasHuKiB
(1) — ceitnoro gHsa NMacxun, — Hidbwn
AKOKOCb HEBMAOMMOIO HUTKO 3'eHaHe 3i
cnoragom npo BockpeceHHs.
[Mpuragyemo ue craBHe OINCTBO He
nuwe woaHs, sik anoctonu (2) ,
cnyxiHHamM TaiHcTBa XpucToBol XKepTeu
B [MpecBaTin €BxapwucTil, i B nam'aTi
CBATKYBAHHS KOXXHOMo "nepLuoro aHs
TXHA" (3) , "oHa FocnogHboro" y
Heainto, i B pagocCTi NOMUHaHHA Byab-
SIKOro 3 BENIMKUX ABaHaaUATbOX

"locnoacbkux Yym boropoanyHmnx
NpasHWKIB — OVUBOBWMXHUX NOAIN iCTOPIl
cnaciHHs, siki 6eanocepeHbO
CMiBBIOAHOCHI 3 TOP)XeCTBOM TOPXECTB
(4) , i B OKpEMUX LWOAEHHMX
CBATKYBaHHSIX KOXXHOI0 OANUHUYHOIO
BUSIBY CUIN | MOTyTHOCTU Bockpecnoro
CnacuTens, cnoBilLEHNX CBITOBI Yepes
XUTTS | OiISHHSA NOro CBATUX.
3a4dyoBaHi MHOMOJSIUKICTIO TaKMX
nposiBiB, MU, cepen Hawlol
obmeXeHOCTU Ta HeMoui, Npobyemo
y3aranbHioBaTh ans cebe ui cnanaxm
Hyxa, 6epyyn 3a npuknag aons
HacnigyBaHHA SIKYCb OfHY 3 YeCHOT Ta
LiX NpaBeadHoro Xuttsa B bosi uux
BENUKUX NOABMKHUKIB, B OCODNNBUIA
cnocib BMOKpeMnio4M Ta
NiAKPEeCnoYmM 1l 3HaYUMICTb AN1s1 Hac
Yyepes3 TEKCTU BENMYaHb Ta
GnaropgapeHHa borosi HawKnx
NITYPrinHMX MONUTOB. Tak NocTatTb
nepea HaWnUMM o4MMa YUCTIEHHI
KOropTWn BESNUKMX NaTpiapxis, NOBOXHUX
npaoTuiB, 6OroHOCHUX OTUIB,
BorornaronmMemx NPOPOKIB, BCEXBaNbHUX
anocTonis, 4o6ponobigHMX MyYeHUKIB,



HeycTpalIMMmMX ICNOBIOHWKIB,
YEeCHOTSIMBUX CTpacToTepnLiB,
aHrenonoAibHux npenogodHUX, rigHnX
noamBy 0e3CpiOHUKIB | YECHOTNUBUX
npaBeaHuX...

Ocobnuneo paaicHo cTae Ha cepui
YKpaIHCbKOro MOJSIifibHMKA, KOS BiH
BPAAN-roaN Bri3HAE TUX, YNT YECHOTH |
cBig4YeHHsA € 0cobnMBO BN3BLKNMU MOMY
3a AyxoMm, B0 IXHi XUTTA i OiSnNbHICTb NO-
0cob6nIMBOMY MOB'A3aHi NIOTTHO | KPOB'I0
3 HaWuM HapoadoM, UOro iCTopieto,
KynbTTyporo Ta peniriutHinm
nepexmBaHHsAM. OCb i CbOrogHi
Big4YyBaeMo ocobnunee NigHECEHHS,
NpoXxaryn NpPo 3acTynHULTBO Nnepes,
TPOHOM BCeBULWHBLOrO y HawmMx 6onsax
Ta HEMOYaXx CBATMX PIBHOAMNOCTONbHUX
BEJIMKMX KHA3IB i MPOCBITUTENIB
yKpaiHCbKol 3emsi Bonognmupa ta
Onbry, CTOBMIB Bipy 1 CNaBeTHUX BOIHIB
XpUCTOBMX, 3aCHOBHUKIB YKPAIHCLKOIO
MOHaLlecTBa NpenogobHNX AHTOHISA |
Teopocis, CBITOYIB CMUPEHHS,
NoBOXHOCTU, MUPY, CNpaBeaNMBOCTU Ta
HenpOTMBINEHHS 31y CTpagHuKiB bopuca
i [nida, noaBMKHMKA LEePKOBHOIO
€0HaHHS CBALLIEHHOMYYEeHMKa
Nocadbata, npenoaobHoi NocadaTtu
(TopAaaLweBcb™KoT), 6riakeHHUX
NpaTyNUHCLKNX My4YeHuKiB [laHmna,
Iyky, BapTtono—mesa, OHydopiq, MNununa,
KoctaHTuHa, Mukuty, IrHaTis, BikeHTiq,
IBana, KoHcTaHTMHa, Makcuma, Muxaina
Ta ix 6paTiB y 3BUTA3I My4yeHULUTBA
nisHilmnx Yacis Mukonas, I'puropis,
Nocadpata, |BaHa, [puropisa, Bacunis,
Mwukuty, CumoHa, Teogopa, lNasna,
MeTpa, KnumeHTis, JleoHiga, Mukony,
OwmensHa, 3eHoHa, IBaHa, CeBepisiHa,
Axkuma, Bitanisa, AHapis, Mukony,
PomaHa, Onekciq, JlaBpeHTito, Onimnito,
Tap~cukito, Bonogmumupa... i COTeHb um
HaBiTb TUCSY TUX UHLLUNX HaLWKnX BparTi. i
cecTtep, iMeH AKMX MU HE 3HAEMO, arne
KOTPI, SIK | BOHW, OCSASIHI CANBOM
BboxxecTBeHHOI cnasu (5) .

Came cborogHi MaemMo MOXNUBICTb
rnubLue 3aMUCNUTUCS Hag 3HAYNMICTIO
LMX HEBIOOMUX, are Taknx pigHUx Ham
nogen y crnpasi Haworo 3 Bamu
crnaciHHA. AQKe ue came CbOoroaHi
36ipHe CBATO BCiX TUX, XTO B Pi3HUIA Yac
| B pi3HUI cnocib cBOIM CBiAYEHHSM BipU
3yMiB MPUTSArHYTN Ha HaLly 3eMII0
bnarogatb CBaToro [lyxa, KoTpa, Xou
He3puma 3a CBOEK NMPUPOaOoHo, Tak
BMOMMO BUsiBMNa cebe i B Halomy 3
BaMu MOKJSIMKaHHI 40 chniBy4yacTu B TOMY
BCECBITHbOMY BpaTCTBI, Lo ropao 3Be
cebe Xpucrtosoto LlepkBoto. Hesigomi
HaM IXHi iMeHa, ane 4u Big LUbOoro
MOBMHHA OYTW MEHLLOK Halla iMm
BOSYHICTb, MHAKLUI YMOBW HALLOIO |
IXHbOIO XWUTTS | AEKONNn MU ayxe
BigJaneHi oguH Big 0gHOro y yaci, ane
YK € Le NepeLKogoro Ans MonnuTem?

3 nHworo 60Ky, ue CBATO € ANA Hac
He TiNbKn NpMKnagom NoABMXHULTBA,
BOHO TaKOX CNoBHeHe briarogapHuX i
NpPOCUTENBHNX MOJSTMTOB 3a IXHE OieBe
3aCTYNHULTBO, arne i NpasHUKOM Hac
camMux, AHEM, KON TOPXEeCTBYEMO i
Hally 3 BaMu CBATICTb. [ToMipkynmo
NULLEHb, SKLLO B KOHTEKCTI LIbOro
CBATKYBaHHSI rOBOPUMO Npo 6aratbox
"He3HaHUX HaM NMOABUXKHUKIB", MU He
MaeMO npasa 3a4MCrnTK 0O KOropTu
HaLLMX KAHOHI30BAHUX CBATUX YN
BnaxeHHuX i TUX, XTo 6eanocepegHbO
OyB i3 HaMn, XTO cnacaBcH 30BCiM
nopy4?

A L0 BXXe roBOPUTM NPO TUX HALLNX
Cy4YacCHUKIB, siki B NoByTi n Ha poboTi, y
POLAVHHOMY XWUTTi YN B NPUATENLCHKUX |
Ao0pocyciaCbKNMX CTOCYHKax, cepea
Hebe3nek i TepniHb CMOKIMHO XWNBYTh i
TPyaaTbCs 3 NoboB'to, pagicTio, MMPOM,
TepnenueicTio, 4OBPOTNUBICTHO,
MuUiocepasiM, Biporo, narigHicTio i
NOMipKoBaHicTo... (6) Yomy 6 manu mu
3aKpmBaTu OYi Ta COPOMUTUCSA TiET
CBATOCTU, 9Ky bor wenpo sMnmeae Ha
HUX, BUSIBNSAKOYN 11 Y BCIX LMX TXHIX



[obpux cnpasax? Yun He TOMY, LLO MU
He 3BUKNK 6aynTn bnarogisiHHA
['ocnogHi y BnacHux gywiax, Lo CrioBo
"CBATUN" — 3a BESHHAM Ayxa LbOoro
CBIiTY — 3BYYMTb Y HalLUMX Byxax paglue

320X04YyO4N CMINIMBO CTyNaTu TUM
BY3bKUM LUSISIXOM JOCKOHANocTu, Wo
MOro NPOTOPUIIN HAaM COTHI | TUCAMI
HaLMX BiOOMMUX i HeBioomux bparis-
cniBy4yacHukiB Mloro 6narogatw.

1. Bocbma nicHA kaHoHY Macxu

2. 0i. 2,42, 46. .

3. Mt. 28, 1; Mp. 16, 2; Jlk. 24, 1; VNo. 20, 1.
4. BocbMma nicHsA kaHoHY [acxu.

SIK rNy3yBaHHS, LLO HiSK HE HAacMifMMocs
NoBIipUTK B Te, LLO 1 MK cBATI (7) , |
B3ATU HapeLwTi Ha cebe cammx
BiANOBiAANbHICTb 3@ BNAaCHYy CBATICTb?

(8) _ 5.0n.5, 116

ToMmy Tak BaXnNMBO CbOrogHi Ham, 6.n. 5, 22-23.
XpUCTUAHAM YKpalHU TPETbOro 7. Pum. 1,7; 15, 25-26, 31; 1 Kop. 1, 2; 2 Kop.
TUCAYONITTS, NTW 3@ XPUCTOM | 13, 13.

8. Jles. 11, 44-45; 19, 2; 20, 7, 26; Yuc. 15,

"noBoamnTUCH, SIK AiTn ceiTna"9,
40; 1 M. 1, 15-16.

nam'ataTtu, WO CbOroAHiLLHIM
TopxxecTBoM [focnoab nepeknaae oo
HaLIMX cepaeLb Lie OAMH MICTOK Yepes
npipBY rpixa, dka Bigginae Hac Big Moro
CBATOCTM, YKPINMIOYM HaC i

Maintenance Work for the Exterior of the Church

Dear Parishioners and Friends. Last Fall our parish did extensive maintenance work
on the church exterior, at an overall cost that will surpass $300,000.00. There is still
some work to be done.

St. Mary’s Parish is asking for your assistance in funding this project. All donations
are tax-deductible. “Convenience Envelopes” can be found in the front entrance of the
church.

To date our parish has received $49,097.55. We are very grateful for your generosity
in helping us defray the costs of this undertaking. May the Lord bless you for your
kindness. Thank You!

Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be celebrated during the month of June.
We will celebrate Moleben on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in the
residence chapel, and at 10:00 AM in church on Sundays. Please join us for this
service.

Sunday Donations June 10, 2018 - $1,722.10

Monthly Intentions of the Holy Father for June
Universal — Social Networks: That social networks may work towards that
inclusiveness which respects other for their differences.




TODAY: Sunday, June 17: Coffee and sweets following the 8:30 and 10:30 Divine

Liturgies in the Fellowship Room.

-10:00 AM — Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

>>Happy Father’s Day! We wish all of our fathers, grandfathers and godfathers
a happy and pleasant day. May Our Lord bless you with good health and much

happiness.

- Tuesday, June 19, at 7:00 PM — Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the

Chapel.

- Thursday, June 21, at 7:00 PM — Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the

Chapel.

All Saints of Rus-Ukraine

Vespers Prayers: O saint Olga,
mornig star of Christ’s gospel
proclaimed in the city of Kyiv, and saint
Volodymyr equal-to-the-Apostles,
Baptizer of Rus-Ukraine, and all the holy
princes, God-pleasing leaders of our
nation! By your holy lives you opened
doors of divine truth and grace. You
strengthened the Church of Christ in our
Ukrainian lands. You are our constant
protectors and intercessors, our honour
and glory. Therefore, may your names
shine forth forever, and may they be for
us an inspiration to faithfulness and
perseverance in the holy faith, - for the
salvation of our souls.

All the choirs of the hierarchs,
mighty luminaries of the Ukrainian
Church! As faithful followers of the
apostles and as good shepherds, you
faithfully preserved the flock entrusted to
you; you led it along paths of truth and
carefully fed it with spiritual food, not
hesitating to give up your lives for your
sheep. Therefore, together with St.
Josaphat, the priest-martyr, implore the
Chief Shepherd, Christ God, for
Ukrainian nation’s faithfulness to His

commandments and great mercy for our
souls.

Venerable fathers of the Monastery
of the Caves, Anthony and Theodosius,
the first flowers of the Ukrainian Church,
and all the countless righteous ones
who followed after their steps,
dedicating their lives to God! You shine
forth as an example of Christian
perfection, and you teach us by prayer
and self-denial to configure ourselves to
Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
Therefore, implore the good God, that
we may be made worthy of your
intercession, and that together with you,
through prayer and sacrifice, we may
obtain for Christ's Church and our
Ukrainian nation mercy and God’s
bountiful blessings.




Helps and Hindrance to Holiness

(From “My Daily Bread”)

CHRIST: MY CHILD, there is one
thing that stops many from making
spiritual progress and keeps them from
improving themselves. It is a fear of the
difficulties or of the work required by
their effort. The people who rise highest
in holiness are those who are brave
enough to fight against whatever holds
them back from Me, no matter how hard
or disagreeable the effort may be. The
more you try to master your feelings and
blind desires, the greater are the graces
which | offer to you. If you keep on
trying, you will gain as much success as
| desire of you.

2. Different men have to face
different obstacles. Yet, a diligent and
zealous person will make greater
progress in virtue, even though he may
have to fight more defects than others.
Some people have fewer defects to
overcome, and still they do not advance
in holiness because they are less
fervent in the pursuit of virtues.

THINK: Many are frightened by
the thought of changing their ways in
daily life. Yet the way can be quite
simplified if only they will make the
effort. First, they need a spiritual director
to guide them along and to help them
see themselves without prejudice or
fear. Second, they must be honest in
striving for the virtues opposed to their
main faults. Third, they must realize that
their feelings and blind desires will go on
rebelling and making their daily efforts
more difficult. Lastly, they must learn to
gain spiritual profit from all occasions,
imitating the virtues which they see in
others and avoiding the defects of their
neighbors.

PRAY: Holy Spirit, my God and
Sanctifier, grant me the light to see what
a glorious opportunity 1 now have of
beginning a better fife. Help me to take

whatever steps are necessary to purify
my soul by a sincere daily effort. You will
not deny me the strength which | need, if
only | will try to develop the virtues
which | need most, in my dalily life.
Amen.

Variety In the Spiritual Life

(From “My Daily Bread”)

CHRIST: MY CHILD, not everyone
can make use of the same spiritual
exercises. One devotion sulits this
person, while another suits that person.
At times a change of spiritual exercises
will do you good. Some devotions will
help on ordinary days, and others will be
more helpful on holy days. You may
need one type of spiritual activity in time
of temptation and another in time of
peace. A man likes certain thoughts
when he is sad, but in time of spiritual
joy, he prefers other thoughts.

2. Variety in your spiritual life will
help you live a richer life and a holier
one. Make your spiritual goals and your
resolutions according to the spirit of the
different seasons of the church
calendar. Plan your interior life as one
who is eager to give Me better service.
Live as one who looks forward to
Heaven.

3 . Think of death as the gateway to
Heaven. Learn to look upon your earthly
life as a great opportunity to make a
worthy preparation for Heaven. If | have
not called you yet, consider that it is
because you are not yet well enough
prepared to receive the heavenly glory
which is being reserved for you. Then
plan how to prepare yourself for that
heavenly reward. Never forget the
words: "Blessed is that servant whom
the Lord shall find watching when He
comes. Indeed, | tell you, He will place
him over all His possessions!"

THINK: It is so easy to fall into a
routine and stick to it. Many go on day



after day, doing the same old things in
the same old way. Variety makes life
interesting, yet too few have the
ambition and energy to put variety into
their daily lives. In prayer, | shall try to
learn various methods in case | should
need them to avoid the dullness of
routine. | can read the lives of the saints
and see where | may make a few
changes in my own spiritual life. My
spiritual director can give me ideas on
how to freshen my zeal for God's glory
and for the help of my neighbor.

PRAY: O Holy Ghost, my God and
Sanctifier, grant me light to see how |
can make my daily life more fruitful in
doing good. Let me not fall into a rut and
stay there. Life is a glorious opportunity
to do great things-to become more like
You, my God, by the good and love
which | can give to others. Help me to
see more ways of increasing the good in
my daily life. Give me the unselfishness
and strength to do good for Your sake.
Amen.

1. Prayer in General

(By Fr. William G. Most )

In prayer, we lift minds and hearts
to God, to adore Him, that is, to
acknowledge that all we are and have
comes from Him, to express sorrow for
our sins, to thank Him for everything He
has given us — which is everything we
are and have and do — and to beg His
help for many things, especially for help
to obey His will. Obedience is the most
essential disposition, for to really love
God is, in practice, to obey Him, since
our obedience gives Him the pleasure of
being able to give to us (cf. John 14:21).
Prayer may be either vocal, or silent. An
important kind of silent prayer is
meditation, of which there are several
kinds, and several methods.

Not all of our prayers should be
prayers of petition, asking for something.

We need to remember the other
purposes outlined above. But when we
do make prayers of petition, we think at
once of the remarkable promises Our
Lord made, such as: "Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you shall find, knock
and it shall be opened to you" (Matthew
7:7-8); and: "Whatever you ask in my
name, this | will do" (John 14:13).

These promises seem absolute,
seem to promise an infallible result. That
will come true, if the proper conditions
are met. St. Thomas Aquinas
enumerates four conditions (lI-Il, 83, 15,
ad 2):

1) One must pray for him/herself.

At first sight this might seem to be
selfish, for we should pray for others,
really, for all human beings. But the
reason for the qualification is that if |
pray for myself, | am not likely to be
closed to receiving; if | pray for another,
the other may not be open to receive.

To be infallible, a prayer must be for
something needed for salvation, for in
comparison to that, other things are of
small account. In that spirit St. Paul
wrote: "The things that were gain to me
[the privileges he once prized of being a
Jew] these | consider loss, for the sake
of Christ. Further, | consider everything
[not just Jewish privileges] loss because
of the surpassing knowledge of Jesus
Christ my Lord, for whose sake | have
taken the loss of all things, and consider
them as rubbish, so that | may gain
Christ " (Philippians 3:7-8).

And yet, God often does grant other
things other than what is needed for
salvation. It is just that we do not have
the infallible guarantee about them.
Here there is room for confidence, which
greatly helps the chances of obtaining
things.



2) One must pray devoutly, that
Is, with humility, confidence,
attention, and in the name of Jesus.

The First Epistle of St. Peter says
(5:5): "God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble". Humility is not the
greatest virtue — that is love — but it is
indispensable to such an extent that if
we do not have it, we cannot have love,
nor can we have a high degree of love
unless we have a corresponding degree
of humility. Humble prayer includes a
respectful posture of body. Yes, it is
true, we can pray in any position; but a
slouchy or careless position neither
expresses nor promotes interior reverence.

In regard to prayer with confidence
we distinguish two kinds of confidence:
ordinary faith, and charismatic faith.
When Jesus said: "If you had faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you would say to
this mountain: Move from here to there
— and it would move" (Matthew 17:20).
He was speaking of a charismatic faith,
not of ordinary faith. Charismatic faith is
a special gift in which God as it were
infuses the confidence into someone
that if he asks, he will get a miracle. Of
course, if God infuses that special
confidence, the miracle will come. Some
who have not understood this have
erred greatly, have tried to work
themselves into an emotional state of
confidence, thinking that will bring a
miracle. It will not work unless it is God,
not ourselves, who works up that
confidence. In noncharismatic or
ordinary confidence, we do believe God
will keep His promise, if only we fulfill
the needed conditions. But we need to
notice the first condition just mentioned:
He has not promised an infallible result
to prayers for just everything. Thus if two
teams in a sports event both pray for
victory, clearly, both cannot have it.

Can we say that if a person has
confidence he will never worry, e.g.,
while awaiting the result of a test for
cancer? Confidence, which grows with
holiness and resultant experiences of
help, can go a long ways. But it cannot
cover all cases. For Jesus has made no
promise that He will preserve a
particular person from cancer. Further,
even Jesus Himself suffered long-
running anxiety, since by means of the
vision of God which His human soul had
from the first moment of conception, He
knew, in merciless detail and with
absolute certainty, all He would suffer.
He let us see this stress when He said:
"l have a baptism to be baptized with,
and how am | straitened until it be
accomplished". This means: "I must be
plunged into deep suffering, and |
cannot be comfortable until | get it over
with" (Luke 12:50 cf. also another similar
text in John 12:27). So if one who is not
deficient in confidence still suffers
anxiety, he/she can accept even the
anxiety as a means of likeness to Christ,
for it may really be the will of the Father
to send or permit a given suffering.

May we, even without the
charismatic faith, pray for a miracle?
Yes we may, especially with
persevering, strong, intense prayer, but
we have not the absolute assurance of
getting it. We need to be resigned to the
will of God, saying with Jesus Himself in
Gethsemani: "Not my will but yours be done."

We know too that if we were to ask
for something that would be harmful to
us, then God would not give it.

As to praying with attention, we
distinguish voluntary from involuntary
distractions. The latter are inevitable. If
only we try to dismiss them as soon as
we notice them, they do not spoil, but
enrich a prayer, because of the added
effort needed in trying to please God.



