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Cayscou booci/Divine Liturgies
Heoina/Sunday: 8:30 am in English
10:30 am (sung) in Ukrainian
Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation
10:30 am and 7:00 pm
Iloonua/Daily Scheduled
7:30 am and 8:30 am Liturgy in Chapel
Cnosins/Confessions: - 15 minutes before
and 15 minutes in the beginning of the Divine
Liturgy - Or by appointment during the week
Baptism by appointment
Anointing of the Sick/Hospital Visits/
Eucharist for the sick - any time
Marriages - the arrangements with the priest
have to be made months before the marriage
Funerals - by arrangement

00. Bacuaisnw/Basilian Fathers serving the
Parish: - Father Serafym Grygoruk, OSBM
Administrator. Email: serh70@outlook.com
Father Marcos Zubyk, OSBM

Father Joseph Pidskalny, OSBM - local Superior

Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop-Emeritus

NMapadis Mokposu lNMpecBaToi
boropoauui BiTa€ BCix rocren,
npuaTenis Ta napadiaH, aki bepyTb
yyacTb y Wi Cnyx6i boxi.

10-a Hedins nicns M"smudecssmHuui.
lNpenodobHul icriosidHUK Makcum (662)

Maten 17:14-23
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10th Sunday after Pentecost.
Venerable Confessor Maximus (662)

Matthew 17:14-23

The Protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish welcomes all
guests, friends, and Parishioners
participating in this Divine Liturgy.



Songs at 10:30 Divine Liturgy: 1) Opening: on page 224 “Hora Tavors’ka”; 2)
at Communion: page 244 “Vytai mizh namy”; 3) Closing: page 224 “Hora

Tavors’ka”

HUWHI: Hepinsa, 13 cepnHsa - KaBa i conoake nicna Cnyx6u Boxoi o rog 8:30 |
10:30 paHo. // bnarocnoBeHHs ppyKTiB Nicnga nepLoi i gpyroi Cnyx6 boxux.

-WoaHs o 7:30 i 0 8:30 paHky - Cnyxba boxa y kannuui

- BiBTOpOK, 15 cepnHa - CBATO YcniHHA MNMpecB. boropoaudi (06oe’s3ko0ee

c85mo)

- 10:30 paHo - Cnyx6a boxa i bnarocrnoBeHHs KBITIB.

- 7:00 rog. Bevopa - Cnyx6a boxa i 6narocnoBeHHS KBITiB.
- Cepepna, 16 cepnHs, o 10:30 paHky - [loxopoH + CtedaHii CtaHbKo (nomepna

y 97) BiyHa lNam’atb!

- YerBep, 17 cepnHa o 7:00 Bevopa - BevipHs B LiepKBi

>>3YCTPIY TPOMAOM 3 nigepom BO “Ceoboga”, Onerom TarHnbokom, wo
Binbyaetbca y Heainto, 13-ro cepnHs, o 15:00 npu uepkoBHin 3ani Cobopy CeaTol
€BxapucrTii 3a agpecoto 501 4th Ave, New Westminster. Nicna o6roBopeHHs
NOSITUYHOI cUTyauil B YKpaiHi, NPUCYTHI MaTUMyTb Harogy rnocrninkyBaTUCA Ha TeMH,

AKI LiKaBNATb HaLly giacropy.

Bxig BinbHMin. 3axig opraHizosye Bigain KYK m. BankyBepa.

NMPA3HWUK YCNEHHA NPECBATOI
Boroeroauul

(0. FOnian Katpin, YCBB MI3HAW
CBIN OBPAN)

"Benu4daemo Tebe, lNpeHernopoyHa
Mamu Xpucma boea Hawo2o, i crragumo
Teoe scecrnasHe YcrneHHs" (BenuyaHHsA
npasHuKa).

[MpenasHin, 3aranbHWUM i IMMOOKMIA
KynbT [Npeceartol boropoguui y CxigHin
LlepkBi 3anuwmB ocobnmeui cnig
nepeayciMm Ha HaloMy NiTYpriitHOMY poLii.
LlepkoBHWIA pik He TiNbKn 6araTuim Ha pi3Hi
BoropoauyHi npasHukuK, ane BiH TakoX
HUMW NOYNHAETHLCS | 3aBEPLUYETHLCS, NOTO
noynHae npasHuk Pisgea NpecBaToi
Boropoawuui, a 3aBepLuye il cnaBHe
YCneHHs, WO B HALWKUX NITYPriiHUX KHUrax
Mae Taky Benn4Hy Ha3By — YCMNeHHS
[MpecBaToi cnaBHOl Bnagnyuui Hawoi
Boropoauui i MpucHoaisn Mapii.

Xou4a npasHuK YcneHHst Haragye
HaM Npo CyMHY MO0 CMepPTU, BCe-Taku
BiH HANeXunTb 00 pagiCHUX MPas3HUKIB.

BorocnyxeHHA npasHuka YCrneHHs1 NoBHE
pagicHUX i Becenunx ruMHiB. Liboro gHs
ceata Llepkea pagie, 60 NpecesaTta
BoromaTu 3 Tinowm i gyweto nepenwina 3
TY3€MHOro XUTTS 40 BiYHOI cnasn CBoro
CwuHa, Ta Wo 3 11 YCneHHaM My ogepxanu
B HEBi MOryTHIO 3aCTynHULLIO |
[MokpoBuTEnbKY. TOX NOrNSAHBMO Ha 11
yygecHe YCNeHHs Ta Ha YCTaHOBIEeHHS
NpasHuKa YCreHHs.

YYOECHE YCNEHHA MPECBATOI
BEOIrorPO4NLI

HeHb cmepTn MNpecBaToil
Boropoauui 3BeTbCs B Hawin LiepkBsi
YcneHHsa, 60 1 Tino nicns cMepTtu He
30TNiNo, ane pasom 3 gyleto 6yno B3saTe
Ao Heba. He MaemMo iCTOpMYHUX aHUX, SIK
posro boxxa Matu we nepebysana Ha
3emni nicns XpuctoBoro Bo3HeceHHs, aHi
Konu, ae i K BoHa nomepna, 60 npo ue
cBATe €BaHrenie HiYoro He 3ragye.
OcHoBY npasHuka YCneHHs1 TBOPATb
cBAwWweHHa Tpaauuia Llepksu Big
anoCTOoNbCbKNX YaciB, anoKpuUidHi KHUN,



nocTinHa Bipa LlepkBu Ta ogHo3srigHa
aymka ceatux Otuis i Buntenis Llepksu
NepLoro TUCAYONITTSA XPUCTUSHCTBA.

HanpgasHiwe 3anncaHe nepegaHHs,
LLIO roBOPUTL NPO cMepThb [NpecBaTol
Boropoawuui, € y TBOpI, Siknin y 3axigHin
Llepksi Bigomun gk NMepexig Ceatoi Mapi,
a Ha Cxofi Ton cam TBip Ma€e Ha3By
"CsaToro MoaHa Borocnosa crnoso Ha
YcneHnHs Cesartol boropoguui”. ABTop
LbOro TBOpy Hesigomun. OHi icTOpUKK
AyMatoTb, LLO Len TBip NOXo4NTb 3 KiHUS
apyroro abo novaTky TPETbOro CTopivys,
a VHLLI — 3 KiHLUS LLIOCTOro BiKY.

3 UbOro TBOpPY AOBiAyeEMoOCH Npo
cBATe 1 vYyaecHe YcneHHs NpecsaTol
Boropoauui. Ocb MOro KopoTka iCTOpIS:

"Tpw OHi nepen cMepTIO SABMBCSA
MpeuncTin Lisi Mapil apxaHren aspwuin i
3BicTuB Big it CnHa Icyca Xpucta vac il
nepexony 00 BiYHOCTU. Ha aeHb ii cmepTu
B YyaecHuin cnocib sibpanucs B
€pycanumi anocTonu, xod 6ynun poscisiHi
MO pi3HMX Kpasax cBiTy. He 6yno Tinbku
anoctona Tomun. boxa Matn Bucnosuna
BGaxkaHHs, Wo xo4ye 6yTn noxoBaHa B
["feTcuMaHii Kono cBoix 6aTbKiB i CBOro
O6pyyHuka Mocnda. Cam Xpuctoc y
CynpoBOi aHrenis i CBATUX NPUALLIOB MO
ayuwy cBoei Npecsartol MaTepi. Anoctonu
npwu cniBi NOBOXHUX TMMHIB Ha CBOIX
pamMmeHax 3aHecnu ii Tino 4o rpoby i Tpu
AOHi Big HbOro He Bigxoaunu. TpeTboro
OHS NpUALLIOB 3aarneka anoctosnt Toma w
Ayxe 6axas e BOCTAHHE NOMMSAHYTU Ha
MpecBaty boropoauuto. Konu x rpi6
BigKpWAn, To Ti Tina Tam yxe He 6yno, a
TifTbKWU MOXOPOHHI pn3un.

Tenep yci 3po3yminu, Lo BoHa
BOCKpecsa i 3 Tinom Ta gyweto 1i B3ATO Ha
He6o".

€ cBigveHHs, Wwo 3 noyatky VI cT. y
Xxpami YcneHHs B eTcumaHii 6yB rpid
[MpecsaTtol boropoguui, ToMy LepkBy Ha
CioHi cTanu BBaXkat Micuem 1i YCneHHs.

OpHak Ha CboroHi iCTOPUKM He 3HaKOTb
npo micue 1i cmepTn, Ta ae € ii rpib. OgHi
AOBOAATH, LLO BOHa nomMepsa B
€pycanumi, HLWi X TBepasaTe — B Edoeci,
Kyau HIBUTO ii y3aB 3 cOB0t0 CBATUM
esaHrenuct Noan Borocros. Y Edeci we
CbOrofHi NoKasyTb 4iMm, e, 3rigHo 3
Tpaguuieto, nepebysana boxa Matw.

NiTyprinHnn kynsT MNpecBaTol
Boropoaunui nounHaeTbCca Big Edpecbkoro
Cobopy 431 poky, sSiKUA OKPeCrnMB AOrMy
npo ii boromaTepuHCTBO. Y TBOpax CBATUX
OTuiB 0O YeTBEPTOro CTONMITTS HeEMa
Hivoro npo YcneHHa boromatepi. CBATUN
Enicpanin Kunpcekun (T 403) nuwe: "Xan
AocnigxyTb ceaTe NnucbMo Ta He
3HanayTb TaM CBIQYEHHS aHi PO CMePTb
Mapii, aHi npo Te, WO BOHa BMepna 4u He
BMepna; aHi npo Te, WO BOHA NoxoBaHa
uM He noxosaHa. | konu MoaH nepeiios
Ao Asil, TO TakoX Hige He roBOpUTbLCS, YN
BiH y35B i3 coboto ceATy [isy".

Jnwe nicnga IV cTopivyi no4YnHaoTb
LLlePKOBHI MUCbMEHHWKN HA OCHOBI
nepefaHHs nucaTu Npo OCTaHHI XBUSTUHU
xutT4a lNpeceaTtol boropoaumui. Ha 3axoai
nuwe npo ue ceatun [puropin 3 Typ (T
594), a Ha Cxofi — epycannMcbKnn
natpiapx Mogecrt (1 634), Big HbOro
nepLIoro MaemMo nponosigb Npo YCneHHs,
ceatun AHgpin Kputcekun (T 712) Ta
ceaATUM Noan JamackuH (T 749). Ba
ocTaHHi ceati OTUi 3anMwmnm no Tpu
nponosigi Npo YCNeHHs.

Y kiHui VIl i noyaTtky VIII cT.
LlePKOBHI NUCbMEHHWUKN NOYMHAKTb
3BepTaTu yBary He TiflbKM Ha 1i YygecHe
YcneHHs, ane i Ha Tl BO3HEeCEHHSA Ha HeBO
3 Tinom Ta gyweto. HanbinbLu LikaBui
peyoBuin JoKa3 Npo YCneHHs nogae
CBATWI MoaH [lamackuH. Y cBOIN apyrin
NponoBigi Ha YCneHHSA, NOKNUKa4Yncb Ha
He3HaHy ans Hac IcTopito €BTUMIS, Kaxe,
wo lNynbxepis, XiHka yicaps MapkisHa
(450-457), 3dyayBana LEpKBY Ha YeCTb



[MpecsaTtol boromaTepi y BnaxepHi,
nepeamicti Llapropoaa n xoTina tam
noknacTtu Tino lMNpeceartol boropoguui. Y
3B'A3KYy 3 UMM BOHa 3BepHynacs o
epycannmMcbkoro natpisgpxa OsiHanisa (T
458), akun ToAi sikpa3 OyB Ha
XankegoHcbkomy Cobopi (451). Ton
pO3MoBIB 1 NnepefaHHs Npo Te, Wo nicns
TOro, siK Bigkpwunu rpié ansa anoctona
Tomu, To He 3Hanwnu Tina boxoi MaTepi.
3amicTb Tina, naTpiapx npucras
[Mynbxepil NOXOpoHHY pu3y lNpecBaTol
Boropoauui. OctaHHiM aBTOpOM Ha Cxoai,
AKuN 3ibpas yce Npo YCneHHs, €
Bi3aHTINCbKUI LEPKOBHUN NMUCbMEHHWK
Hukndop Kanict Kcantonyn (1 1335). BiH
Hanucas TakoX CMHakcapi ansa Tpiogi i
CBATUX Ha LiNuMn pik.

CBsATWI MoaH [lamackuH BipuTb y
Te, wo lNpecBaTy boropoamuto 3 TifoMm i
ayuwero y3anu Ha Hebo. B oaHin i3 cBoiX
nponosigen Ha 1i YCMNeHHs BiH Kaxe:
"Nogunocs, wob Ton, XTo 36epir ii
Hisuuyteo npu ceoim Pi3gsi, 36epir i 11 Tino
HeTniHHMM nicnga cmepTu. Nogunocs, wob
Ta, WO B CBOIX 0biimax Hocuna Teopus
ak QuTtsa, nepebyBana B He6eCHNX
xopomax. Nogunocs, wob Ta, wo baumna
cBoro CunHa Ha XpecTi i Kol cepue
NpoLwunB ToAi Mey 6onis, WO IX BOHA He

3a3Hana npwu Pi3asi, rmsgina Ha Heoro, sk
BiH cnautb 3 OTuem. Nogmnnocs, woo
Boxa MaTtun nocigana te, Wo HanexmTb
Ao 1t CnHa Ta wob yce CTBOPIHHS
noyntano 1i ak Marip i ak CnyruHio bora".

Y Hawin 6orocnyx6i Ha YcneHHs
BinbmBaeTbCcs yca Tpaauuis i Bipa Llepkeu
nepLwunx CToNiTb y il YygecHe YCneHHs i
BHEOOB3ATTA 3 Tinom i ayweto. "Y
MoOnuTBax HescunyLwy boropoauuto i B
3aCTynHUUTBax He3aMiHHEe ynoBaHHS rpid
| yMepTBiHHA He BTpumanu. *bo ak Martip
YKutTta 0o Xutta nepecrtaBmB TOW, XTO
BCENuBCA B yTPOOY NPUCHOAiIBCTBEHHY".

CesaTa LlepkBa cBATKY€E YCMNEHHS
Boromartepi, 60 B Hebi BoHa 3a Hac
3acTtynaetbca. "Y pi3asi aiBcTBo 36eperna
Twu, B yCneHHi ceiTa He ocTasuna Tu,
Boropoauue. lNepecTtasunaca T 0o
XntT4, 6yBwmn Marip'to XKutTs. |
MonuTBamMm TBOIMM i30aBNSAEL Bif
cMepTu oywi Hawi". Y nepLin CTuxupi Ha
BeuvipHi Llepkea 3aknukae: "O gmBHe 4yao!
IcTOuHMK XKnTTa Knagetbea y rpobi, i rpid
ctae gpabuHoto oo Heba. Becenucs
[eTcumaHie, ceatum boropognyHmin gome!
3aKfiMuMo BIipHi, Mao4n npuknag,
apxaHrena [(aBpuina: bnarogaTHa,
pagywncsa! 3 Toboto Nocnogb, nogasamn
ceiToBi To6010 BENNKY MUAICTL".

Maintenance Work on Church Exterior

As was discussed at previous parish council meetings, maintenance work on the
exterior of the church has begun. Stairs and scaffolding to the roof of the church
are being installed, with an indefinite duration of this project. Please stay clear of
contractors on site. The work that is intended to be done on the church: 1)
Cleaning and sealing the entire exterior surface; 2) Remediation and repair of the
precast concrete; 3) Caulking at the precast concrete joints; 4) installation of roof
anchors (for long term maintenance of the church); 5) Inspection/potential
replacement of all components of the roof and flashing system on the various
levels of roof; 6) Re-coating the existing roof membrane if inspection deems the
membrane to be healthy enough to remain without replacement at this time; 7)
Painting wood surfaces i.e. doors.




TODAY - Sunday, August 13 - Coffee and sweets available following
the 8:30 and 10:30 Divine Liturgies in the Fellowship Room. All guests and
parishioners are invited. // The Fruit Blessing after each Divine Liturgy

-Daily at 7:30 am and 8:30 am - Divine Liturgy in Chapel

- Tue., August 15 - Feast of Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary (day of
obligation) - 10:30 am - Divine Liturgy and Blessing of flowers.

- 7:00 pm - Divine Liturgy and Blessing of flowers.

-Wed., Aug. 16, at 10:30 AM - Funeral of late Stephania Stanko (97 years
old). We pray for the repose of her soul.

-Thur., Aug. 17, at 7:00 PM - Vespers in the Church.

St. Mary’s Parish Bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 2, 2017 I
As in past years, our Bazaar Committee is kindly requesting any extra preserves
(jams, pickles, relishes, etc.) that you will be making over the summer. They will be
soId at our Parish Bazaar. Your help is greatly appreciated.

Sunday Donation for August 6, 2017 - $1,215.25

Monthly Intentions of the Holy Father for August
Artists. That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help
everyone discover the beauty of creation.

>> We wish God’s blessings for the newly-wed Gareth and Katie
McDonnell who were married on Sat. Aug. 12, 2017. Mnohaia Lita!

Here is a good website to explore for good Catholic articles:
http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/

>>THE HOLODOMOR NATIONAL AWARENESS TOUR BUS, will be at the
Royal BC Museum (parked on the sidewalk over by the Carillon Tower) on
Sunday 3 September, 10 am to 5 pm and Monday 4 September 10 am to 4 pm.
Admission is free. Donation box (for cash or cheque) will be available. Cheque
payable to: CANADA UKRAINE FOUNDATION (HOLODOMOR TOUR BUS ...
VICTORIA)

>>PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND: October 12-24, 2017. Walk in the
footsteps of Jesus; an unforgettable experience with Fr, Joe Ostopowich, Sr.
Angelica SSMI, brother & sister pilgrims. For details and price call Myrna
Arychuk at 604.617.7200




The Dormition of Mary (by FR.
WILLIAM SAUNDERS)

| tuned to a television station for
the Rosary. When the priest reached the
4th decade, "the Assumption,” they
showed scenes of a Church in Israel
named, "The Sleep of Mary." The Church
includes a statue of Mary asleep and an
empty tomb. lve never heard of the sleep
of Mary only that she went to heaven "in
toto." What is this "sleep of Mary"?

The title and the idea of "the sleep
of Mary" is more formally known as "the
Dormition of Mary." (Dormition comes
from the Latin dormire, meaning "to
sleep.”) The title "Dormition” can be
misleading because it seems to focus
more on the death and burial of Mary.
For instance, St. Paul in his First Letter
to the Thessalonians wrote of those
"who sleep in death" and have "fallen
asleep" before the second coming and
await the resurrection of the dead
(4:13ff). However, the belief
surrounding the dormition is
intrinsically linked with the assumption
of our Blessed Mother, body and soul,
into Heaven. With that preliminary
answer, we need to review the dogma
of the Assumption and how it is related
to "dormition” or "sleep."

Granted, the event of the
Assumption is not recorded in Sacred
Scripture. For this reason, many
fundamentalists who literally interpret
the Bible have a difficulty with this
belief. Nevertheless, a reflection on the
role of our Blessed Mother in the
mystery of salvation provides the
foundation for the belief in the
Assumption. We firmly believe that
from the first moment of her
conception, Mary was free of all sin
including original sin by a special favor
of Almighty God. The Archangel Gabriel
recognized her as "full of grace,"
"blessed among women," and "one with
the Lord." Mary had been chosen to be
the mother of our Savior. By the power
of the Holy Spirit, she conceived our
Lord, Jesus Christ, and through her,
true God became also true man: "The

Word became flesh and dwelt among
us." During her lifetime, although the
Gospel citations are limited, Mary
always presented our Lord to others: to
Elizabeth and her son, John the Baptist,
who leapt for joy in the womb at the
presence of the Lord still in His own
mother's womb; to the simple
shepherds as well as the wise Magi;
and to the people at Cana when our
Lord acquiesced to His mother's wish
and performed the first miracle. Mary
also stood at the foot of the cross with
her Son, supporting Him and sharing in
His suffering through her love as only a
mother could do; moreover, as the
exemplary disciple, she stood there
courageously with the hope of the
resurrection. Finally, she was with the
apostles at Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit descended and the Church was
born. Therefore, each of us can step
back and see Mary as the faithful
servant of God who shared intimately
in the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of our Lord.

For these reasons, we believe that
the promises our Lord has given to
each of us of sharing eternal life,
including a resurrection of the body,
were fulfilled in Mary. Since Mary was
free of original sin and its effects (one
of which is corruption of the body at
death), since she shared intimately in
the life of the Lord and in His passion,
death and resurrection, and since she
was present at Pentecost, this model
disciple appropriately shared in the
bodily resurrection and glorification of
the Lord at the end of her life.

Given this understanding, Pope
Pius Xll solemnly defined in
"Munificentissimus Deus" on Nov. 1,
1950, that "the Immaculate Mother of
God, the ever-virgin Mary, having
completed the course of her earthly
life, was assumed body and soul into
heavenly glory." Note that the solemn
definition does not specify whether
Mary physically died before being
assumed or just was assumed; it



simply states, "Mary, having completed
the course of her earthly life...."

So did Mary die first before being
assumed? Did she fall "asleep"? Was
she buried? The Church does not bind
us to a particular answer because the
tradition is not clear. In an apocryphal
collection of stories called Transitus
Mariae (The Passage of Mary),
attributed to Bishop St. Melito of Sardis
(d. c. 200), Mary died in the presence
of the apostles in Jerusalem, and then
depending on the story, her body just
disappeared, or was buried and then
disappeared.

St. John Damascene (d. 749) also
recorded an interesting story
concerning the Assumption: "St.
Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, at the
Council of Chalcedon (451), made
known to the Emperor Marcian and
Pulcheria, who wished to possess the
body of the Mother of God, that Mary
died in the presence of all the Apostles,
but that her tomb, when opened, upon
the request of St. Thomas, was found
empty; wherefrom the Apostles
concluded that the body was taken up
to heaven."

These stories, however, must not
take precedence over the theological
grounding for our belief in the
Assumption of our Blessed Mother.
Rather, we must remember that the
Patristic Fathers defended the
Assumption on two counts: Since Mary
was sinless and a perpetual virgin, she
could not suffer bodily deterioration,
the result of original sin, after her
death. Also, if Mary bore Christ and
played an intimate role as His mother
in the redemption of man, then she
must likewise share body and soul in
His resurrection and glorification.

Nevertheless, the pious stories
popularized the term "dormition,”
reflecting that Mary at the end of her
life "went to sleep" and then was taken
into glory in Heaven. The Byzantine
Emperor Mauritius (582-602)
established the Feast of the Dormition

of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Aug. 15
for the Eastern Church, which
celebrated our Lady's death and
assumption. (Some historians speculate
that the celebration was already
widespread before the Council of
Ephesus in 431.) By the end of the
sixth century, the West likewise
celebrated the feast under the title of
"the Assumption.”

Whether we use "dormition” or
"assumption,"” the fundamental belief
remains the same. The Catechism,
quoting the Byzantine Liturgy, states,
"The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
is a singular participation in her Son's
resurrection and an anticipation of the
resurrection of other Christians: 'In
giving birth you kept your virginity; in
your Dormition you did not leave the
world, O Mother of God, but were
joined to the source of Life. You
conceived the living God and, by your
prayers, will deliver our souls from
death™ (No. 966).

The Solemnity of the Assumption
gives each of us great hope as we
contemplate this one facet of the
beautiful woman of faith, our Blessed
Mother. Mary moves us by example
and prayer to grow in God's grace, to
be receptive to His will, to convert our
lives through sacrifice and penance,
and seek that everlasting union in the
Heavenly Kingdom. In 1973, the
National Conference of Catholic
Bishops in their letter Behold Your
Mother stated, "Christ has risen from
the dead; we need no further assurance
of our faith. Mary assumed into Heaven
serves rather as a gracious reminder to
the Church that our Lord wishes all
whom the Father has given Him to be
raised with Him. In Mary taken to glory,
to union with Christ, the Church sees
herself answering the invitation of the
heavenly Bridegroom."

[http://www.catholiceducation.org/
en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-
dormition-of-mary.html]



Purity of Mind and Unity of
Purpose (by Thomas, a Kempis)

A MAN is raised up from the earth
by two wings—simplicity and purity.
There must be simplicity in his
intention and purity in his desires.
Simplicity leads to God, purity
embraces and enjoys Him. If your heart
is free from ill-ordered affection, no
good deed will be difficult for you. If
you aim at and seek after nothing but
the pleasure of God and the welfare of
your neighbor, you will enjoy freedom
within. If your heart were right, then
every created thing would be a mirror
of life for you and a book of holy
teaching, for there is no creature so
small and worthless that it does not
show forth the goodness of God. If
inwardly you were good and pure, you
would see all things clearly and
understand them rightly, for a pure
heart penetrates to heaven and hell,
and as a man is within, so he judges
what is without. If there be joy in the
world, the pure of heart certainly
possess it; and if there be anguish and
affliction anywhere, an evil conscience
knows it too well.

As iron cast into fire loses its rust
and becomes glowing white, so he who
turns completely to God is stripped of
his sluggishness and changed into a
new man. When a man begins to grow
lax, he fears a little toil and welcomes
external comfort, but when he begins
perfectly to conquer himself and to
walk bravely in the ways of God, then
he thinks those things less difficult
which he thought so hard before.

Ourselves (by Thomas, a Kempis)

WE MUST not rely too much upon
ourselves, for grace and understanding
are often lacking in us. We have but
little inborn light, and this we quickly
lose through negligence. Often we are

not aware that we are so blind in heart.
Meanwhile we do wrong, and then do
worse in excusing it. At times we are
moved by passion, and we think it zeal.
We take others to task for small
mistakes, and overlook greater ones in
ourselves. We are quick enough to feel
and brood over the things we suffer
from others, but we think nothing of
how much others suffer from us. If a
man would weigh his own deeds fully
and rightly, he would find little cause
to pass severe judgment on others.

The interior man puts the care of
himself before all other concerns, and
he who attends to himself carefully
does not find it hard to hold his tongue
about others. You will never be devout
of heart unless you are thus silent
about the affairs of others and pay
particular attention to yourself. If you
attend wholly to God and yourself, you
will be little disturbed by what you see
about you.

Where are your thoughts when
they are not upon yourself? And after
attending to various things, what have
you gained if you have neglected self?
If you wish to have true peace of mind
and unity of purpose, you must cast all
else aside and keep only yourself
before your eyes.

You will make great progress if
you keep yourself free from all
temporal cares, for to value anything
that is temporal is a great mistake.
Consider nothing great, nothing high,
nothing pleasing, nothing acceptable,
except God Himself or that which is of
God. Consider the consolations of
creatures as vanity, for the soul that
loves God scorns all things that are
inferior to Him. God alone, the eternal
and infinite, satisfies all, bringing
comfort to the soul and true joy to the
body.



