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Cayscou booci/Divine Liturgies
Heoina/Sunday: 8:30 am in English
10:30 am (sung) in Ukrainian
Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation
10:30 am and 7:00 pm
Iloonua/Daily Scheduled
7:30 am and 8:30 am Liturgy in Chapel
Cnosins/Confessions: - 15 minutes before
and 15 minutes in the beginning of the Divine
Liturgy - Or by appointment during the week
Baptism by appointment
Anointing of the Sick/Hospital Visits/
Eucharist for the sick - any time
Marriages - the arrangements with the priest
have to be made months before the marriage
Funerals - by arrangement

00. Bacuaisnw/Basilian Fathers serving the
Parish: - Father Serafym Grygoruk, OSBM
Administrator. Email: serh70@outlook.com
Father Marcos Zubyk, OSBM

Father Joseph Pidskalny, OSBM - local Superior

Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop-Emeritus

NMapadis Mokposu lMpecBaToi
boropoauui BiTa€ BCix rocren,
npuaTenis Ta napadiaH, aki bepyTb
ydacTb y uin Cnyxbi boxi.

Hepnina nepep Pizpsom XpuUcTtoBum
Hepnina Ceatux OTuiB

Myuenuxie Cegacmiana i iHuiux
Marten 1:1-25
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Sunday of the Holy Forefathers and the
Post-Feast of Immaculate Conception

Martyrs Sebastian and others
Matthew 1:1-25

The Protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish welcomes all
guests, friends, and Parishioners
participating in this Divine Liturgy.



Hepnina nepepn Xpucrosum PizgBom
Hepina Ceatux OTuiB

BockpecHun Tponap, ronoc 6:
AHrenbCbki CMnun Ha rpobi TeoiM, * i
CTOPOXi oMepTBiNn; * Mapis X croana
npu rpobi, * wWykawym NnpeyncToro Tina
Teoro. * NonoHuB Tn aj i, He
nepemMoXXeHUn Bia HbOro, * 3ycTpie Tu
[iBy, Aapyoun Xutta. * Bockpecnum 3
mepTBUX, focnoau, cnasa Tobi!

Tponap lNpeanpa3geHcTBa, roncoc
4: loTyncs, Budneeme, po3kpuincs BCim,
€neme, kpacyuncs, Esdpare, * 60
JlepeBo XUTTA PO3KBITHYNO B BepTeni 3
AiBn. * [i NOHO ABUNOCH AYXOBHUM
PaEM, B SIKOMY — boXXeCTBeHHUN caj. *
Tomy, iBLWIX 3 HbOTO, OYEMO XUTH, | He
nompemo, aKk Agam. * Xpucroc
POANTLCA, WOO OHOBUTK yNaiM KONUCH
obpas.

Tponap OTtuiB, ronoc 2: BennyHi
Aaina sipu! * Tpu oHaKn nocepep
nonym’s paainn, HeEMOB Ha BOAaXx
BiZAMOYMHKY, * @ NPOpOK [aHnin, HibK
OBeYyKaM, MoABMBCA NMacTup sieBam. *
IxHiMn MmonuTeammu, Xpucre boxe, cnacu
AYLWi HaLwi.

Cnaga OTtulo, i Cuny, i CeaTomy
Lyxosi;

KoHaak OTuiB, ronoc 6:
PyKOoTBOpHOMY if0/10Bi He
NMOKJIOHUBLUUCb, * ane 036pOiBLINCD
HEOXOTHUM BYTTAM, NpexBabHi, * BU Y
3MaraHHi 3 BOrHeM npocnasmnuncg. *
CTosaum nocepen nonym’s HeCTePMNHOro,
BW 6naranu bora: * Mocniwwu, o
Llenpwuin, nocniwu, MunocepaHuin, Ham
Ha NoMiy, * 60 Tn MoxeLl, AKLW,0
cxouyelrd.

| HUHI | NnoBCAKYAC, i HA BiKM BiYHI.
AMiHb.

Konpak lNpeanpa3peHcTBa, ronoc
3: JliBa cboroaHi nae, W06 HEBUMOBHO
poauTn * y BepTeni CMOKOHBIYHE
CnoBo. * PapinTe Ha CBiTi BCi, MOYYyBLIN
ue, * i pa3om 3 aHrenamm N NACTUPAMMU
npocnaenante CnokoHBiyHoOro bora, *
Wo ba)ka€ NOABUTUCA OAUTATKOM.

NMpokimeH, ronoc 4: bnarocnoseH
ecu, N'ocnoaun, boxe 6aTbKiB HAWUX, * i
XBaNM AOCTONHUN: iM’ TBOE NpecnaBHe
Ha BCi Bikn. (DaH. 3:26, 27)

ctux: bo Tu npaseaHUN y BCbOMY,
LLLO BYMHUB ECUN HaM.

NMpokimeH, ronoc 4: bnarocnoseH
ecu, N'ocnoaun, boxe 6aTbKiB HAWUX, * i
XBaNM AOCTONHUN: iM’A TBOE NpecnaBHe
Ha BCi BiKW.

Jlo EBPEIB MNocnaHHsa CBATOro
Anocrtona MNasna YutaHHa (11: 9-10,
17-23,32-40)

BEpatTa! Bipoto ABpaam nepebysas y
00iUAHIN 3eM]li, AK Y UyXill, XKUBYUN Y
HameTax 3 lcaakoM Ta dKOBOM,
CMNAAKOEMUAMN, AK | BiH, TIEI caMol
06iTHMLI. bo YekaB MmicTa 3
HEeNOXUTHUMN OCHOBAMU, AKOro bor
OyaiBHMYMK | 3aCHOBHUK. Bipoto
ABpaaM, NOCTaBNeHN Ha Npoby,
NPUHIC y XepTBy Icaaka; i To
€EAMHOPOAHOIO MPUHIC Y XXepPTBY CUHA,
BiH, LLO OOITHULI oAepxaB, A0 AKOro
byno cka3aHo: “Big, Icaaka Tobi
HapPOANTbLCA NOTOMCTBO,” AyMakuun, WO
bor ma€e cuny i 3 MepTBUX BOCKPECUTMN;
TOMY MOro 1 oaepxaB Ha3aj, K
cumBon. Bipot Icaak 6bnarocnosus
AAkoBa Ta lcaBa Ha ManbyTHE. Bipoto
ki, nepepn cmepTio, bnarocnosus
KOXHOr0 3 CUHiB Mlocnda i NoOKNoHMBCA,
CNMPaYNCh Ha KiHeLb nanunui CBOEl.
Bipoto NMocnd, BMnparoum, 3ragas npo
BUXiA, CUHIB I3paina i po3nopaanecs
npo CBOi KOCTi. Bipoto 6aTbkn Mouces,
AK BiH HApOAMBCA, TPU MicCALi NOro
XoBanu, 6o baunnum kpacy AUTUHMK, i He
3/IAKANNCA LapCbKOro Hakasy. | wo we
CKaxy? Yacy He BUCTaHe MeHi, Konun
NOYHy po3nosigaTtn npo egeoHa, Npo
Bapaka, npo CaMmcoHa, npo EdTy, npo
Jasupa n Camyina Ta NpopokiB, WO
BipOlo Miabmunm uapcrTea, YNHUIN
CnpaBeasIMBiCTb, OBITHULLL OCATHYN,
3aropoamunu nawi fesam, CUay BOrHIO
racunu, BiCTpsA Meya yHUKANn, ctaBanu
CUNbHI, BYBLWIM HeQoNyri, Ha BiMHI



NPOABUAN MYXHICTb, HACKOKWN YY>KUHLLIB
BiabmuBanu. XiHku pgictaBanu cBoix
noMepnux, AKi BoCKpecanu. IHuWi
3arMHynn B MyKaxX, BiAKMHYBLUW
BM3BOJIEHHA, W00 OCArHYTU Ninwe
BOCKpPECiHHSA. IHWi Hapyr i buuis
3a3Ha/iM Ta We M KanaaHiB i B’A3HUL; 1X
KaMeHOBaHO, PO3pi3yBaHO NUOL0,
6paHO Ha AOMNUTU; BOHN BMUPANN,
MeyeM 3abUTi; TUHANUCA B OBeYMX Ta
KO3A4MX WKypax, 36ia0BaHi, rHobneHi,
KPUBAXEHI; BOHU, AKNX CBIiT byB
HeBapTUKN, BIyKanu NyCcTUHAMMN,
ropamMmu, neyepamMmu Ta 3eMHUMMU
BepTtenamu. | BCi BOHWU, AapMa Lo Manu
nobpe 3acBigyeHHs Bipoto, He
oaepxanun obiusHoro, 6o bor 36epir
HaM W,OCh Kpaule, w06 BOHM He be3 Hac
OCArAnN A,OCKOHANICThb.

Xop, ronoc 4: Anunysa! (3x)

Crtux: boxe, Ha HawWi ByXa MU 4ynu,
Hawi 6aTbKN HaM PO3MOBINK.

Xop, ronoc 4: Anunysa! (3x)

Ctux: Ane Tu BpATyBaB Hac Big
HawWwnMX BOPOriB i 3ACOPOMUB
HEeHABUCHMUKIB HaLINX.

Xop, ronoc 4: Anunysa! (3x)

Bin MATEA CeaToi €EBaHrenii
YutaHHa (1:1-25)

Poposia Icyca Xpucra, cnHa
JlaBuaa, cuHa ABpaama. [1oKoniHb Xe
BCiX byno: Big ABpaama o [asupa
YyoTUpPHaAAUATb, Big Jasnga oo
BABUJIOHCbLKOIO NepecesieHHA

YOTUPHAAUATDL i Big, BABUIOHCHKOIO
nepeceneHHsa A0 XpUCTa — MOKOJiHb
4yoTUpHaAUATL. HapoaxeHHs Icyca
XpucTa Biabynoca Tak: Mapis, noro
maTu, byna 3apydyeHa 3 Nocudowm; ane,
nepen TUM, K BOHWU 3inWwnuncs,
BUABMOCSA, W0 BOHa byna BariTHa Bij
CesaToro [lyxa. Mlocnd, ii Yonogik,
OyBWM NpaBeaHUN | He baxkaswu ii
OCNaBUTKU, XOTiB TaMKoMma il BiANyCTUTW.
| OT, KONKX BiH Le 3a4ymMaB, aHren
FfocnoaHin 3’aBMBCA NOMY BBi CHi 1
moBuB: “Uocude, cuny laBnpga, He
6inch y3aTn Mapito, TBOIO XiHKy, 60 Te,
LLLO B Hil 3a4aNl0oCb, NOXOAUTb Bif,
CesaToro [lyxa. BoHa nopoauTb CUHa, i
TN pacu nomy im’s Icyc, 6o BiH cnace
HapoA CBiN BiA rpixiB ixHixX.” A cTanocs
BCe Ue, Wob 34iNCHUIO0Ch C/IOBO
focnoaHe, cka3aHe npopokoMm: “Ocs,
AiBa MaTuMe B yTpobi n nopoaunTb
CUHa, i 4aayTb KoMy iM’a EMMaHyin, wo
3HaumMTh: 3 Hamu bor.” MpoKnMHYBWINCH
BiA cHy, Mocud 3pobus, Ak 3BeniB NOMy
aHren F'ocnoAHinN: NPUAHAB CBOIO XiHKY;
Ta He Cni3HaB il, aXX NOKW nopoauna
CUHa, i BiH AaB nomy im’a lcyc.

MpuuacHuin: Xsanite l'ocnoaa 3
Hebec, * xBaniTe Moro Ha BucoTax. *
PaaynTtecsa npasegHi, B Flocnoai, *
NpPaBnM HaneXxXuTb noxeana. * Anunys!
(3x) (Mc. 148:1; 33:1)
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HUHI: Hepina, 18 rpyaHa: KaBa i conoake nicna Cnyx6u Boxoi o roa. 8:30 i
10:30 paHo y 3ani, nig uepkBoto. >> o 12:30 aus - biomiiui Cryaii “Jesus of Scripture.”

3anpouryemMo npunTu!

- Cepepa, 21 rpyaHa: -10:00 paHo - lMoxopoH + KaTtepuHu Magin.
Monumocs 3a ynokin gywi nomepnoi. BiyHas Mam’aTb!

>>KOHBEPTKM 3 HefinbHUMN noxepTBaMUu Ha 2017 pik HaxoaATbLCA B
NpuUTBOpPi LepkBu. NMpocnmo B3aTU iX Aoaomy. Lli ocobu, aki He MalOTb HeAiINbHUX
KOHBEPTOK, asie XOoTinn 6 iX MmaTn, TO NPOCMMO JTaCKaBO 3aNULINTLN Y
MapadisnbHin KaHuenapii cBoe iM’a, agpecy 1 TenedoOHIYHe YnCo.

>>[1lpocnmo noeigaoMuTu B MNMapadisnbHy KaHuenapito npo BCiX XBOPUX i
HeMiYHMUX B AoMax i wnuTtanax, wob OTui Mornu ix BiaBiaaTn 3i CBATUMMU

TanHamun nepep, PizaBom.



Sunday before the Nativity of our
Lord. Sunday of the Holy Fathers

Resurrectional Tropar, Tone 6:
Angelic powers were upon Your tomb *
and the guards became like dead men;
* Mary stood before Your tomb *
seeking Your most pure body. * You
captured Hades without being
overcome by it. * You met the Virgin
and granted life. * O Lord, risen from
the dead, * glory be to You!

Pre-feast of Christmas Tropar,
Tone 4: Bethlehem, make ready, for
Eden has been opened for all. *
Ephrathah, be alert, for the Tree of Life
has blossomed forth from the Virgin in
the cave. * Her womb has become a
spiritual paradise wherein the Divine
Fruit was planted, * and if we eat of it we
shall live and not die like Adam. * Christ
is coming forth to bring back to life the
likeness that had been lost in the
beginning.

Tropar of the Holy Fathers Tone
2: Great are the deeds performed with
faith: * three youths rejoiced in the
flaming furnace as if they stood in
refreshing waters; * and Daniel the
prophet faced lions as though they
were sheep. * Through their prayers, O
Christ our God, save our souls.

Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Kondak of the Holy Fathers, Tone
6: You did not worship a man-made
image, O Thrice-blessed Youths, * but
were glorified in the test of fire,
protected by a power beyond
description. * From the searing flames
you cried out to God, saying: * “Hasten
to help us, O Merciful Lord, * for in
Your greatness You can do what ever
You will.”

Now and for ever and ever.
Amen.

Pre-feast of Christmas Kondak
Tone 3: Today the virgin is on her way

to the cave where she will give birth in a
manner beyond understanding to the
Word Who is in all eternity. * Rejoice,
therefore, universe, when you hear it
heralded. * With the angels and the
shepherds, glorify Him Who chose to be
seen as a hewborn babe while remaining
God in all eternity.

Prokimen, Tone 4: Blessed are
you, Lord God of our fathers, * and
praised and glorified is Your Name
forever. (Dan. 3:26, 27)

Verse: For you are righteous in
everything that you have done to us.

Prokimen, Tone 4: Blessed are
you, Lord God of our fathers, * and
praised and glorified is Your Name
forever.

A reading from St. Paul's Letter
to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40)

Brethren, by faith Abraham stayed
for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise.
For he looked forward to the city that
has foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. By faith Abraham, when
put to the test, offered up Isaac. He
who had received the promises was
ready to offer up his only son, of whom
he had been told, "It is through Isaac
that descendants shall be named for
you." He considered the fact that God
is able even to raise someone from the
dead — and figuratively speaking, he
did receive him back. By faith Isaac
invoked blessings for the future on
Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when
dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, "bowing in worship over the
top of his staff." By faith Joseph, at the
end of his life, made mention of the
exodus of the Israelites and gave
instructions about his burial.By faith
Moses was hidden by his parents for
three months after his birth, because



they saw that the child was beautiful;
and they were not afraid of the king's
edict. And what more should | say? For
time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets — who
through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions,
guenched raging fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women
received their dead by resurrection.
Others were tortured, refusing to
accept release, in order to obtain a
better resurrection. Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned
to death, they were sawn in two, they
were killed by the sword; they went
about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, persecuted, tormented — of
whom the world was not worthy. They
wandered in deserts and mountains,
and in caves and holes in the ground.
Yet all these, though they were
commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God
had provided something better so that
they would not, apart from us, be made
perfect.

Faithful, Tone 4: Alleluia! (3x)

Verse: O God, we have heard with
our ears, * and our fathers have told us
the work You did in their days.

Faithful, Tone 4: Alleluia! (3x)

Verse: You saved us from our
oppressors * and put to shame those
who hate us. (Ps. 43/44)

Faithful, Tone 4: Alleluia! (3x)

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Matthew (1:1-25)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. ... So all the generations
from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; and from David to the
deportation to Babylon, fourteen
generations; and from the deportation
to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen
generations. Now the birth of Jesus the
Messiah took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned
to dismiss her quietly. But just when he
had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are
to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins." All this took
place to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet:
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,"” which means, "God is with
us." When Joseph awoke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his
wife, but had no marital relations with
her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.

Communion Verse: Praise the
Lord from the heavens; * praise Him in
the highest. * Rejoice in the Lord, O
you just. * Praise befits the righteous. *
Alleluia! (3x) (Ps.148:1; 33:1)

TODAY - December 11, 2016 Coffee and sweets available following the
Sunday Divine Liturgies in the Fellowship Room downstairs. All guests and

parishioners are invited.



Bible Study today at 12:30 PM downstairs in the church. The theme is
“Jesus of Scripture.” Please come!

-Tuesday, Dec. 20, at 9:30 AM - A Video Presentation downstairs in the
church. Please come!

- Wednesday, December 21, - 10:00 AM - Funeral Divine Liturgy for
+Katherine Hladij. Please remember her and her family in your prayers.

>>Sunday donation envelopes for 2017 - Pease pick them up in the
church vestibule. If you wish to have donation envelopes, please leave your
name, mailing address and phone number at the Parish Office.

>> Please inform the Parish Office of any sick or disabled persons who
cannot attend Church, so that the Fathers may bring them the Sacraments
before Christmas.

>> Calendars. You can find calendars in the back of the church. Please, one
calendar per family.

>> Kanengapi. Bu Moxere HailTu kajieHaapi npu BXo1 J10 1epkBu. [locumo B3siTH
OJIVH KaJeHJap Ha POJUHY.

Please find the Christmas Greetings and Letters from our Bishop and our Hierarchs
in the back of the church. The Greetings and Letters are both in Ukrainian and English.

IIpocumo naiitu Pizasini IlpuBiTanns i JlucTu Big Hamoro Biaguku 1 Hammx
iepapxiB npu Bxo/i 110 1epkBu. L{i [IpuBiTanns 1 JIuctu € Ha yKpaiHCHKIHN 1 aHTTIIMCHKIN
MOBaX.

SUNDAY DONATIONS: December 11/16 - $1,515.00 |

>> CHRISTMAS CANDLE APPEAL. Since 2012 our Eparchy has been collecting
funds to help underprivileged and orphaned children in Ukraine through our Christmas
Candle appeal. Our fundraising program is part of a larger global appeal sponsored by
Caritas Ukraine. We have had great momentum over the last few years raising over
$20,000 with support from our BC Parishes as well as Parishes in other Provinces and
parts of the United States.

The appeal is once again taking place for the month of December and we
encourage everyone to remember these children during our Christmas season with
a voluntary donation. Please place your donation in an envelope marked Christmas
Candle, with your name and address and include it with the Sunday collection at any
Ukrainian Catholic Church in BC or mail to the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New
Westminster. All donations over $20 are eligible to receive a tax receipt if requested and
cheques can be made out to your Parish with Christmas Candle Project in the Memo. If
you wish to purchase a candle please contact your parish priest, they are available for a
minimum donation of $5 per candle.

Last year’s money raised was used to provide children in Lviv with speech therapy,
allowing them to function and communicate normally in society. This year’s focus is to




support a Hospice in lvano-Frankivsk that houses orphans, and provides basic
necessities, education and life skills to help them integrate into society.

We thank you for your past support and generosity and ask that you again
consider supporting this ongoing appeal as part of your Christmas tradition.

Caritas is an organization that is supported and approved by His Beatitude
Sviatoslav Shevchuk and His Excellency Bishop Ken Nowakowski. 100% of the proceeds
go to Caritas Ukraine. For more information, please contact the coordinator Dana Koren
Lupynis or Natalia Lupynis at nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com

>> SAINT MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA. COME AND SHARE A TIME OF
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL AND INSPIRATION FOR 2017!

The Eparchy of New Westminster invites you to join Fr. Brian Kolodiejchuk, MC for
an event to learn about the life and legacy of St. Teresa of Calcutta. Fr. Brian was born in
Winnipeg and is a Ukrainian Catholic priest. He knew St. Theresa very well and was the
postulator for the Cause for Canonization of St. Teresa. Fr. Brian will be sharing
interesting insights into the process to have this amazing Catholic nun declared a Saint
by Pope Francis. He will share Mother Teresa's message of “love in living action” -
especially to the poor - beginning in one's own family, parish community, work, that is,
where we are. Fr. Brian will also share some of his experiences as a member of the
Missionaries of Charity Fathers.

VICTORIA: SATURDAY JANUARY 14, 1-3:30 PM St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
Ukrainian Catholic Parish, 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria (call Fr. Yuriy, 250-384-
2292 for tickets & info)

VANCOUVER: SUNDAY JANUARY 15 AT 1-3:30 PM St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic
Parish 550 West-14th Avenue, Vancouver (call Deacon Mykhailo, 604-524-8824 for
tickets & info) You can also purchase the tickets at our St. Mary’s Parish Office.

KELOWNA MONDAY JANUARY 16 AT 6:30 - 9:00 PM Dormition of the Mother of
God Ukrainian Catholic Parish, 1091 Coronation Avenue, Kelowna (call Fr. Andrzej, 250-
860-7295 for tickets & info)

HaMmipeHHa AnoctonbcTtBa MONUTBU Ha rpyaeHb
3aranbHuit: o6 y BCbOMY CBiTi BAKOPIHUTY 3ay4eHHSA AiTen A0 ydyacTi B
6onoBMX Aifx.
€BaHrenizauinHum: LLlob eBponencbki HapoaAn NO-HOBOMY BiAKPUAK Kpacy,
A00pOTY 1 icTUHY EBaHrenis, ske Aapye PaAicTb i HaAil0 B XUTTI.

Monthly Intentions of the Holy Father for December
Universal End to Child-Soldiers. That the scandal of child-soldiers may be
eliminated the world over.
Evangelization: Europe. That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the
beauty, goodness, and truth of the Gospel which gives joy and hope to life.




Chancery Office
Eparchy of New Westminster

PASTORAL LETTER OF MOST REV. KEN NOWAKOWSKI,
BISHOP OF NEW WESTMINSTER
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 2016
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

“And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12)

It was with these words that the angel of the Lord who proclaimed the Good
News of the Birth of our Saviour to shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem told
them how to find him. You can easily imagine that these men who lived in a very
real way on the fringes of society, loners, caught in their own thoughts, away from
family and friends, must have been very afraid and disturbed by what they had
just seen and heard. Yet, we know that at least some of them made their way to
find the one who came to offer divine mercy, the Saviour and Lord, who is Mercy!

This past year we had the joyful opportunity to experience and be part of the
Jubilee Year of Mercy proclaimed by His Holiness Pope Francis. Although the
Jubilee Year came to an end just a few weeks ago, Mercy still is and remains very
much part of the Good News. How did you journey through this Year of Mercy?
Did it pass you by or did you live it as fully as you were able? God’s love and
mercy is offered to us each and every day of our lives. Mercy comes to us as a
kind word, a helping hand, a listening ear. It also comes to us as an innocent
child, full of surprise and hope, not forced upon us, but offered to us as God’s
gift. Often when we receive a gift it is wrapped in festive style. We only discover
the contents when we open it and take it into our hands. With the birth of Jesus
God’s gift of Mercy comes wrapped in the precious humanity of a beautiful Child.
Think about it! God places Himself in our hands to show how much He trusts us!
Just as the shepherds in those fields so long ago were encouraged to go and seek
this Divine Gift, in this Christmas season we too are invited to go, seek out and
receive into our hearts and lives the Gift of Mercy which is the Lord himself who
becomes one of us.

So, today my dear Sisters and Brothers, having found Jesus let us now sing out
loudly with the choirs of angels: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace for those he favours.” (Luke 2:14)

May God bless each and every one of you as you celebrate the birth of our
Lord, and may He grant you many graces for 2017!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
+Ken NowakowsKki
Bishop of New Westminster



CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans, God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable

Monastics, Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters, in Ukraine and throughout the world

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the

Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Today our hearts are filled with lightsome Christmas joy. The eternal God becomes man, so that man might be
united and reconciled with Him forever. The Son of God becomes the son of the Virgin from Nazareth and
allows Himself to be carried in human arms. For us, Christians, this great and unfathomable Mystery of the
incarnation of the Son of God is the key to knowing the nature of God and understanding the history of salvation.

The Nativity of Christ shows us who God is and who we are to be in relation to Him and to one another.

Gazing upon the pre-eternal God born in a simple stable cave, the Church sings: “From the bosom of the Father
You came forth, O Lover of mankind, and in ineffable humility accepted supernatural poverty. You, O Lord,
deigned to dwell in a cave, and, as a child, You, the Creator and Lord, are nursed at the breasts. Therefore, led by
a star, the Magi bring You gifts, as to the Lord of creation, and the shepherds and angels wonder and cry out:
Glory to God in the highest, Who is now coming in the form of a human being, to be born on earth” (Sunday

before Nativity, Matins Praises).

In the birth of His Only-begotten Son among us, the almighty Creator of all that is seen and unseen shows us the
reality of the most important and deepest truths on how parents are to regard their own child. He treats His
creation as a loving Father, who sees to it that His small child has everything necessary for life and for growth to
maturity, in His Image and Likeness. And in the figure of the Most Holy Theotokos, He reveals to us the
grandeur of a mother, who shares of her own body in order to bring her child into the world, and with tenderness
and dedication watches over it, bestowing upon it the highest efforts of her soul, her spiritual world, full of the

grace of the Holy Spirit.

The Only-begotten Son of God, “True God from true God,” in order to fulfill the will of His Father, chose to be
conceived and be carried for nine months in a mother’s womb, and to be born in all the frailty and weakness of
human nature, “taking on the form of a slave” (see Phil 2:7). He did not merely become a human being, but took
upon Himself all human susceptibility and helplessness, and having become an infant, experienced all the

difficulties and dangers associated with human life. In Christ Jesus, God has once and for all taken upon himself



the fullness of all that we consider “being Human”—the full measure of human existence with all its greatness,

but also all its drama.

Based on this divine-human experience, the Almighty knows about that which hurts in me, why I cry or rejoice.
He knows each one of us, because until the end of the world He continues to live with humanity and in humanity.
He continues to share in every human suffering, He rejoices in every joy of ours, He continues to die in each
human death, He continues to be persecuted and dishonored in each person whom the present world rejects and
scorns. Christmas is the birth of God in me, the incarnation of the Son of God in my human history, in my life,
no matter how trivial and complicated it may seem to me. Thus, my life, whatever the case, acquires meaning,

for that, which is personally mine, has forever become personal for Him!

Today Christ the Lord is born in the history of our people and of His holy Church “for our sake and for our
salvation.” In this moment of history, which we are experiencing together, He “is able to save to the uttermost
those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to intercede,” as we read in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (7:25). As then in Bethlehem Jesus needed Mary and Joseph to bring him into the world of mankind, so
today He needs us, Christians of the third millennium, so that through our faith we might bring Him into our
world, into present history and culture. Even more, we must bring Christ, born today for our salvation, into the
corners of our personal, family, and social life. God wants to enter there and be personally present. However, He

respects our free will and waits for us to be open to Him.

Therefore, it depends on us: to let Jesus Christ into our lives, or to close the door before Him, as was the case
with the inns of Bethlehem. Where God is received, there everything is brought to life and is renewed. Those
who open their hearts to Him receive hope, a new sense of their own existence, today and for the future. And on
the contrary, where He is rejected or not allowed to enter everything dies, is subject to decay, ruin, and
corruption. There one abides under the authority of death, is subject to false gods, violence, and deceit, and in the

end loses meaning in his or her life, loses hope in tomorrow, as everything dies before their eyes already today.

So let us celebrate Christ’s Nativity, allowing the Savior who is being born to enter into our intimate selves. Let
us wrap Him in the swaddling clothes of our personal, family, and social life. Let us warm Him with our hope,
like the wise men who followed the Christmas star. May our everyday life be enlightened by the tender love, that

the Divine Babe pours out on us.

In our personal lives let us avoid sin and do good. Let us make an effort, so that our thoughts and life choices be
filled with God. Let us live in such a way that our neighbors might see that we are God’s children, following His
Word and His Commandments. In difficult times let us not forget that our Lord God loves with His limitless
love, which is greater than our mistakes and failures, is stronger than our sins and offenses. Our Creator desires

that we always be able to bring this love of His into the lives of others—and to bring it to life in our relationships



and in our actions. Christmas is not only an historical event “in the days of Herod, king of Judea” (Lk 1:5).
Christmas is a spiritual event of God’s unceasing presence, embodied in every moment and every place, fulfilled

for me and in me.

In our family lives, in everything, let us seek to live in love and harmony. Parents, remember that most
frequently children create an image of God on the basis of your behavior, your love for one another, your
sacrifice, generosity, and joy of life. Teach them to pray with sincerity first of all by your own example. In all
remember that your children have been entrusted to you by the very Creator and Heavenly Father, so that you
might raise them in love for Him, and for His glory. Especially in these festive days, provide them with
wonderful Christmas memories, so they might experience the joy of the Christian life, which allows one to

overcome all difficulties and adversities.

In our social life, especially in midst of today’s economic and political challenges, and military conflict, let us
remember that God is with us! We are not alone in the pain, suffering, and blood of this war. In His birth our
Lord is made incarnate also today, in this historical moment in which we are called to live and die, build and
restore, defend our Country from its enemy, and heal the wounds of the past and present. On Christmas Day, it is
to us that St. Paul speaks, calling us to holiness of life: “...so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is
the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:17-19).

As Christians, we are called today to be like the shepherds in the Gospel, who first received the news of the birth
of the Savior, to carry it into the world and share it with our neighbors. In fulfilling this Christmas task, let us fill
our homes, churches and our whole land with the singing of our ancient koliada-carol. Today let our koliada
resound in all Ukraine and wherever there beats a Ukrainian heart! Let the joy of today’s feast fill us with hope
of victory, not ours, but Christ’s, who alone can bring together that, which today seems hopelessly divided, both

in Ukraine and throughout the world.

Let us carry the newborn Savior in our caroling to all who today are sad or feel lonely. Let us share our joy and
Holy Vigil Supper with those who thirst and hunger for justice and human attention. Let us visit those who are
imprisoned, who are far from home or travelling. Let us carry the heavenly light of Christmas to the wounded
and the suffering. Let us remember in prayer those held captive, those who suffer abuse and call out to God for
the light of hope while under fire in the so-called demarcation line, on the occupied territories of Eastern Ukraine
and Crimea. Let us be united in our thoughts and prayers with our soldiers, who are courageously defending our

Christmas. Let us not forget about those, who anxiously await their safe return.



Wherever you may be, Dear Brothers and Sisters, from the youngest to the oldest, whether in Ukraine or abroad,
from my sincere heart [ wish each of you a tasty kutia, a Christmas full of cheer, and a happy and blessed New

Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

+ SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, on the feast of the Holy and All-Praised

Apostle Andrew the First-called, the 13th of December in the 2016th Year of our Lord

Chancery Office
Eparchy of New Westminster

ITACTUPCBKE INOCJIAHHS NPEOCBAIIEHHOI'O KEHA HOBAKIBCBKOI'O
€IINCKOIIA HBIO-BECTMIHCTEPCBKOI'O
3 HAT'OJIX PI3/IBA XPUCTOBOI'O 2016 POKY

Xpucroc Poxnaerscs! Cnasimo Moro!
Hopori Oparts i cectpu y Xpucri!
“I ocb 6am 3uak. Bu 3natioeme oums cnosume, wo nexcamume 6 sacaax.” (JIk. 2:12)

Takumu cnoBamu anren ['ocrioaniit mporosiocus Jloope Hosury npo Hapomkenns Criacutens nactyxam B
okonmti Budneemy i ckaszas, 1€ BOHU MOXKYTh Horo 3uaiitu. Jlerko YSIBUTH, IO i JIFOAH, K1 )KAITN Ha MEX
1 cycminbcTBa, OJMHOKI y CBOIX BIACHUX AYMKaXx, JaleKo BiJ POIMHM i APY3iB, MyCiIH OyTH Ay’ke HaJIgKaHi
1 cTpuBOJKeH1 THM, 110 mobayw 1 moudyiu. [IpoTe My 3HaeMoO, 1m0 MpUHANMI JesIKi 3 HUX TPUHAIIIIN 10 TOTO
, XTO TpuHic 0okecTBeHHy Omaronats, Cracurens ['ocions, koTpuit Muocepas!

MuHy0T0 POKY MM MaJIM YHIKQJIbHY HaroJy NEPeXHTH i B3ATH y4acTh y cBITKyBaHHI FOBineitHOTO poKy
Munocepas, saxuii 0yB mporosomennit [lamoro @panmnuckom. Xou FOBineHn pik 3aBepUINBCS JUIIE ACKi
JIbKa TYDKHIB TOMY, Muocep/s mpoIoBxye 0yTr 3Ha4HOI0 9acTuHOIO Jlo6poi HoBuuu. A sk Bu mpoxunn
ueit Pik Munocepas? Bin npocto npoiinos nos3 Bac, un Bu nepexumu HMoro y moBHOTI, HaCKiIbKM 3MOLI
u? boxa mo00B i MIIOCEpAsl a€THCSA BCIM HaM y KOKEH JICHBb HAIIIOTO KUTTsI. Mumocep s IpuxXoanuTh 0 H
ac MijJ BUAOM 100pOro CioBa, MOMIYHOT pyKH, YBRXKHOTO ByXa. BOHO Tak0o)X MPUXOIUTH /10 HAC SIK HEBUHHE
TSI, CIIOBHEHE TWBa i HaZll, HE HaB A3JIMBO, aie K boxwuil nap. Mu 94acTo OTpUMy€EMO MTOAAPYHKH, 3aT0p
HEHI [0 CBITKOBOMY, 1 MO’KEMO ITOOAYUTH BMICT JIMIIIE TOJIi, KOJH PO3TOPHEMO Horo. 3 HapomkeHHsAM Icyca
, boxwuit Jlap Munocepast npuxoAnTh 3aTOPHEHNM Y JOPOTOLIHHY JTIOACHKICTh mpekpacHoi Jutunn. [logym
aitmo nipo ne! bor Bknanae Cebe y Harni pyku, o6 MoKaszaTH, SK CHIBHO BiH HaM JoBipse! Tak Sk macTyxu
B MOJISIX Y CHBY JIaBHHHY OyJM 3a0X04eHi Wty i mrykatu boxxectBennuit Jlap, Tak camo i My € 3anpoineHi B
el pi3BAHMH Yac iTH, IIyKaTH i OTpUMAaTH B HamIi cepis Ta )XuTTA 1ei Jlap Munocepad, mo auM € cam ['o



CIIOJb, KOTPUM CTAaB OJHUM 3 Hac.

Tomy croroasi, fopori Oparts i cecTpu, 3ycTpiHyBIHu Icyca, ToJ0CHO CIiBaitMO pa3oM 3 aHT€IbCHKUMH X0
pamu: “Crasa na eucomax boey ii Ha 3emni mup 1i00sam tioco enodobanns.” (JIk. 2:14)

Hexaii 'ocions OarocnoBuTh KOXKHOTO 3 Bac y cBaTkyBanHi Pi3aBa ['ocnogHboro 1 HEXail apye 4nciIeHHi
6naromari y HoBomy 2017 pori.

Xpucroc Poxmaerscsa! CrnaBimo HMoro!

upo Bam y 'ocroni,

+Ken HoBakiBcbkwii
€nuckon Hero-BecTmincrepcpkuit

PI3ABAHE NOCJAHHSA BJAXKEHHIIIIOT'O CBATOCJABA

BucoxonpeocBsimennuM i [lpeocBsimenHum Apxuenuckonam ta Mutponoauram, 60roaroouBuM
€MUCKONAaM, BCEYEeCHOMY IYXOBEHCTBY, NPenog00HOMY MOHAIIIECTBY, BO3J1I00JIeHUM OpaTaM i cecTpam, B

YkpaiHi Ta Ha MoceJIeHHAX Y CBiTI cylIUM

1 Cnoso cmano minom, i ocenunocs misxc namu, i mu ciagy Moeo oauunu — cragy €ounopoonozo 6io Omuysi,

Oarazo00ammio ma iCMuHOI0 CNOBHEHO2O.
Is. 1:14
Xpucroc poxaaerbes! Caasivo Horo!

CporoiHi HalIi cepis CIIOBHEHI CBITIIO pi3ABsSHOOpanicTio. [Ipensiuauii bor crae noauHO0, 00 TIOIUHY
HaBiku noeaHaty 1 npumupuTH i3 Coboro. Cun boxwuii ctae cunom JliBu 3 Hazapera, ycemoryTiit bor poouts
cebe HEMIYHOK TUTHHOIO 1 Ta€ThCS HOCUTH Ha JIIOJICBKUX pyKax. [l Hac, XpUCTHSH, 1€ BeJIMKE 1 He30arHeHHe
TaincTBo Borwtouenns Cuna Boxoro e kiouem gomizaanus npupoau ocnoga Bora, Moro mo60osi 10
JIIOJICKKOT'O POJTY Ta PO3YMiHHS icTOpii criacinHs.Pi3aBo XpucToBe mokasye Ham, KuM € bor 1 skuMu nMoBUHHI

OyTHu MU y cTaBiieHHi 10 Hporora oiHe 10 0HOTO.

Croornsiiaroun Ha criokoHBiuHOro bora, HapomkeHoro Byboromy Bepreri, Llepksa cmiBae: «3 tora OT40r0
siiimoB Tu, YosoBikonto04e, 1 HeCKa3aHHUM CMHUPEHHAM NPUKHSAB HaampupoHe yoo3rso. Tu, ['ocioan, 380111B
MIOCEJIUTHUCS Y BEPTeIi 1, IK TUTHHA, TOIy€enics rpyabMu, Oysuu Topuewm i ['ocrionom. Tomy mpuBeneHi 3o0pero
Mynpeni npuHocsTh To01 napu, sik Bomomapei CTBOpIHHS, a MACTYXH i aHTeIH JUBYIOThCA 1 KinuyTh: CiiaBa Ha

Bucotax borosi, 1o Wje, sk Jr0AnHa, Ha 3eMitro poautucs» (Hexains mepen PiznBom, XBaquTHI CTUXUPH).



VY HapopKEeHH1 MK HAMH CBOTO €AMHOpoAHOro CrHaBcecmIIbHUI TBOpEIs BChOr0 BUANMOTO i HEBUAUMOTO
BIJIKpMBA€ HAM TPABAY PO HANBAXKJIMBIIII Ta HAWTIUOII ICTUHY CTABJICHHS 0ATHKIB JI0 BIACHOI TUTUHU. Bin
MMOBOJIUTHCS 31 CBOIM TBOPIHHSIM sIK JIFOOJIsTumnil baThko, sikuit 10ae, oo Moro nutuna Mana Bee, 110 noTpioHe Ti
JUIS KUTTS 1 AU1sE 3pOcTy 710 3pinocri, Ha Moro O6pa3 i [ono6y. A B moctari [Ipeuncroi boropoaui Bix

00’ sIBJIsIE HAM BEIIMY MaTepi, AKa JUINTHCS BIACHUM TLIOM, 00 MPUBECTH AUTHHY HA CBIT, 1 ICHb Ta HIY y
HDKHOCTI U BIJIJTAHOCTI 4yBa€ HaJl HEI, 001apOBYI0OUH ii HAWBUIIIUMH CHJIAMHU CBOET JyIili, CBOTM JIyXOBHUM

CBITOM, crioBHeHHM Onarojari Cesitoro [lyxa.

€nunoponuuii Cun boxuii, «bor ictunnwmii Bii bora icTHHOT0», BUKOHYIOYH BOJIIO ¢BOTO OTIs, 3aX0TIiB
3a4aTHCS IBUHOIIYBATHUCS JIeB’SITh MICALIIB yMaTEPUHCHKOMY JIOHI Ta HAPOJIUTHCA y BC1d HEMOYI 1 cl1abKoCTi
TOACHKOI MPUPOH, «BHU] pada npuitHaBmm» (mop. dun. 2, 7). BiH He MPOCTO CTaB JIOAWHOKO, a B35B Ha cede
BCIO JIFOJICEKY BPa3lUBICTh 1 0€33aXHCHICTb 1, CTABIIN HEMOBJISIM, OCOOMCTO TIEPEXKUB yCi TPYAHOILI i
HeOe3MeKH, OB’ sA3aHi 3 IIACKKUM OyTTsM. Y Xpucti Icyci bor HazaBxau B3sB Ha cebe MOBHOTY TOTO, 1110
3BeMO «0yTH JII0J1HO10» — yCi BUMIpH JIFOACHKOTO iICHYBaHHS 3 YCIEI0 HOTO BETUYYIO, ajie BOJHOYAC 3 YCI€I0

WOTO JIpaMaTUYHICTIO.

Ha ocHOBI Takoro 60roJitoIckKoro JocBiny BeeBuiHili3HAE PO TE, [0 MEHE OOJIUTh, YOMY s IJIa4y YU PaIiio.
BiH 3Ha€ KOKHOTO 3 HAC, TOMY IO aX JI0 KiHIIS CBITY IPOJOBXKYE KHUTH 3 JIFOJAUHOIO 1 B JIF0AMHI. BiH nmpoaoBxkye
CTpa)XIaTUB KOKHOMY JIFOJICBKOMY TEPITiHHI, pai€ KO)KHOIO HALIOK PaJliCTIO, TPOJOBKY€E BMUPATH B KOKHOMY
CMEPTHOMY, MPOJIOBXKYE OYTH MEPECIiTyBaHUM 1 IPUHUKCHUM Y KOXKHIM 0c001, SIKy Cy4acHUH CBIT BIAKHUIAE 1
3HeBaXkae. Pi3iBo — 1ie Hapo pkeHHs bora B MeHi, BorutoueHHs: CuHa bokoro B MOTil )KUTTERBIN icTOpIi, yMOEMY
HKUTTI, X0U OU SIKUM HIKYEMHUM YU CKJIAJHUM BOHO MeHI BUAaBasiocs. Tox MOE€ KUTTS B OyJIb-IKOMY pa3i Mae

ceHc, 00 Te, M0 € MO€ 0co0uCTe, HaBiKK cTajao 1 Moro ocodouctum

CroroaHiXpucroc-I'ocmoap HapoOIKY€ETHCS B icTOpii Hamoro Hapoay i Horo cBatoi LlepkBu «3auis Hac, JTr0/IeH,
1 HAIIOT'O Pajyl CIIaCiHHY. Y IO iICTOPHYHYMUTb, IKY MH COOOpHO MepexnBaeMo, BiH «Moke criacTu MOBIKH
THX, 5Kl 9yepe3 Hroro go bora npucrynarots, 60 BiH 3aBk1u )KUBUH, 00 32 HUX 3aCTYIATUCS, IK YUTAEMO
sllocnannino espeis (7, 25). Ane sk xomuch y Budeemi Icyc norpe6bysas Mapii ta Mocuda, mo6 Bueciu Horo
y CBIT JIFOJIMHH, TaK CbOToHI BiH moTpedye Hac, XpUCTUSH TPETHOTO TUCSYONITTS,a0 MH CBOEIO BipOIO
BIpOBaMIK Moro y Ham cBit, cydacHy icTopito i KyasTypy. Hagits Gible, Mycumo BBecTH XPHCTa, CHOTOHI
POXKACHHOTO 33 ISl HAIIOTO CIIACiHHS, B yC1 3aKYTKHA 0COOUCTOT0, CIMEHHOTO 1 CYyCIIBHOTO KUTTS. bor xoue
TyJIW BBIUTH 1 OyTH TaM 0COOMCTO MPUCYTHIM, OJHAKIIOBAXKA€ HAIIY BOJIIO 1 YeKae Ha HaIIy BIAKPUTICTH 10

Hroro.

Tox Bix Hac 3aneXuTh — BIycTUTH Icyca Xpuctano cebe abo 3aunHuTH nepen Hum asepi, sk e 0yo i3
3aiznamu y Budieewmi. [le bora npuiiMaroTh — yce 05KMBAa€ 1 BiTHOBIIOEThCS. XTO BigkpuBae Momy cBoe cepie,

OTPUMYE HAJIi10, HOBUI CEHC BJIIACHOT'O iICHYBaHHS ChOTOJHI 1 B MaiiOyTHhOMY. | HaBmaku, 1e Moro BUKUIAIOTh



YH HE IYCKaloTh — yCe 3aBMUpAE, MiANa€ThCs TIIHHIO, 3aHena 0Bl i kopynuii. Tam ironnHa nepeOyBae mia
BJIQJIO0 CMEPTI, MiJ BIUTMBOM (haJIbIIMBHX O0XKKIB, HACHIJIBCTBA i OpeXHi Ta, BPEITi,BTpa4ae CEHC BIACHOTO

KUTTS, HAJIIO Ha 3aBTpa, 00 BCE BMHUPAE HA 11 04ax BXKE ChOTOJIHI.

Tomy cBsTkyiimo PiznBo Xpucrose, Byckatoun CriacuTess, 0 HApOJKYETHCS, Y BCE, 10 € HALTUM
cokpoBeHHHM. OropraiiMolloro memonmKkaMiuHaIoroocoOMCToro, CIMEMHOTO Ta CYyCHIBHOTO KUTTA. 3irpiBaiMo
Horo Hamioro xuBoto Bipow. BigBaxxHo npsimyiiMo3za HuM Haiorw HaJi€ero, ik Myapeli 3a pi3JIBIHOI0 30PEiO.

Xaii Halle cbOoroeHHs Oy/Ie OCBITIIEHE HIXKHOIO JII000B 10, SIKY BruMBae Ha Hac boxxecrBenne Jluts.
M , AKY

B ocobucromy xuTTi Oepeximo cede Bix rpixa ta unHiMo 100po. CtapaiiMocs, 1100 Halli TyMKH Ta KUTTEBI
pitenHs Oynu cioBHeH1 borom. JKuBiMo Tak, mo6 yci Hamni OsmkHi modauniy, mo Mu aita boxi, 60 iixemo 3a
Noro Crosom i Moro 3anosimsiMu. V cKIaiHUX KUTTEBUX 0OGCTABUHAX HE 3a0yBaiimo, mo ["'ocrioap bor Hac
TMOOHUTH CBOEIO OE3MEKHOIO JII0O0B 10, sika OlIbIIA 3a HAlIl MPOMaxXH 1 HeBJlavi, CUIIbHINIA 32 HAIlll TPiXH Ta
nposun. Harn TBoperpxode, 1106 MU OBCSIKYacOyIH 30aTHII0 Moro 0608 BHOCHTH B KUTTS iHIINX —
BTLTFOBAIIH i B HALIIMX CTOCYHKaX iBUMHKaX. Pi3nBo XpucToBe — 1€ He TUIBKHU iCTOpUYHA MOis«y AHI Ipona,
uaps rojeiicbkoro» (JIk. 1, 5). PiznBo Xpucrose — 1ie AyXoBHA Mois 0e3HACTaHHOT B0XkKOT MPUCYTHOCTI, siKa

BTIJTFOETHCS B KO)KHYMHUTH 1 Ha KO)KHOMY MICIIi, SiKa 31iICHIOETHCS JIIsl MEHE 1 B MEH.

YV Hamiomy ciMeHHOMY KHTTI CTapaiiMoCs B yCbOMY KHUTH B JIF000BI i 31maroai. baTbku, nam’sraidte, mo
HalyvacTiie JiTH TBOPSATH 00pa3 bora Ha OCHOBI BaIloi MOBEIHKH, BAIIOl TIOOOBI OJTHE /IO OJTHOTO, BAIIOT
CaMOIIOKEPTBH, IEAPOCTI i )KUTTEBOT panocTi. BuxoByiiTe iX 10 MMpOi MOTUTBH HAacaMIIepe ]l BIaCHUM
MPHUKIAAOM. Y BChOMY MaM’siTaidTe, O Balli JiTH JOpy4eHi Bam camuM TBopuem i Hebecanm batekom, o0 Bu
ix 3poctuiiu B Jir000Bi J1o Hhoro i Ha Horo cnaBy. Came B 11i CBSITOUHI JIHI TBOPITH JUIsl CBOIX JITEH MpeKpacHi
CIIOMUHU Pi3ABSHUX CBST, 1100 BOHM MOTJIH BiT4YTH PaJicTh XPUCTUSHCHKOTO KHUTTS, SIKA 1a€ MOXKIUBICTD

JIOJIATH BCI TPYJHOIII i Herapas/u.

VY HaomMy CyCchiibHOMY JKHUTTI, 0COOJIMBO Cepe/i HUHIIIHIX EKOHOMIUHUX, MOJIITUYHUX T4 BOEHHUX BUKIIUKIB,
nam’sitaiimo, 10 3 HaMu — bor! Mu He camoTHI cepen 0010, CTpaXKAaHb 1 KPOBI B il BiliHI. Y cBoeMy Pi3iBi
I'ocnoap BOIIIOYYETHCS 1 CHOTOAHI, Y TOW iICTOPHYHUI MOMEHT, B IKOMY HaM JIOBOJUTHCS KUTH 1 BMUPATH,
OyAyBaTH 1 BIIpOIKYBaTH, 3aXUIIATH Hamly baThKiBIIMHY BiJl BOpPOTa 1 JIIKyBaTH paHH MUHYBIIUHH Ta
ceorozents. e o Hac y nenn PiznBa XpucToBoro 3BepraeThes am. [1aBiio 13 3aKJIMKOM JI0 CBITOCTI JKHUTTS:
«...mo00 XpHUCTOC BIPOIO OCEIINBCH Y CEpLSX BAlIHX, a 3aKOPIHEHI i yTBEp/KEH1 y JTF000B1 — BU CIIPOMOTITHCS
3pO3yMITH 3 yCciMa CBSITUMH, siKa 11 IIUPUHA, JOBXKUHA, BUCOTA 1 INIMOWHA, 1 CII3HATH OTY JI000B XPUCTOBY, 110

MIEPEBHUIILYE BCSIKE YSABJICHHS, 1 TAKMM YHHOM CIIOBHHJIMCH yCsikoro boxoro moBHoTOIO» (Ed. 3:17-19).

Mu, sIK XpUCTHUSIHU, TIOKJIMKAH1 ChOTOJTHI, TIOJ{IOHO /IO €BAHTEJIbCHKUX MACTYIIKIB, 110 MEPITUMU MPUKXHSIITN

3BICTKY PO HapopkeHHs CriacuTens, HecTH 11 y CBIT 1 JUIMTHUCS HElo 3 ONMkHIM. BUKOHYIOUH 11e pi3ABsIHE



3aBJIaHH, HAIIOBHIOWMO Halll OCelli, XpaMH Ta BCIO HAIlly 3eMJII0 CITIBOM IpadaTbKiBChKoi Komsaau. Hexai
KOJISIITy€ ChOTOJIHI Bes YKpaiHi 1 BCi ycroau, e 0’ eThes ykpaiHcbke cepue! Hexaii pagicTb HUHIIIHBOTO
Mpa3HHUKa CIIOBHIOE HAC HAJIEI0 HA TIEPEMOTY, He Hallly, a XpUCTOBY, IKHW €IMHUI 3MOXKe 00’ €THATH Te, 110

BUJIAETHCS HAM CHOIOJHI Oe3HamaiiHO po3’€fHAHUM, K B YKpaiHi, Tak 1 B IIUPOKOMY CBITI.
2 2

[Ipunecimo HOBOHapoKeHOTo CracuTeNsl B HAIIMX KOJISAKAX 10 KOKHOTO, XTO ChOTOHI CYMY€ 41
MOYyBa€ThCs caMOTHIM. [lofiniMocs HamIow pamicTio Ta CBATOK BeYepero 3 THMH, XTO CIIPArJIAK 1 OO0 THUH
CIPaBEUIMBOCTI Ta JIFOJCHKOT yBaru. 3aBiTaiiMo 10 TUX, XTO YB’sI3HEHHIA, TIepeOyBae Ha 4y>KHHI YX B IOPO3i.
[Ipunecimo HebecHe cBiTO Pi3aBa 10 MOpaHEHHX 1 CTPaKACHHUX. 3ralalMo B MOJUTBAX MPO MOJIOHEHUX, XTO
3a3Hae 3HyMIaHb 1 Bosiae 10 bora mpo cBiTio Haail mig oOcTpilaMu Ha Tak 3BaHii JTiHIT pO3MEKyBaHHs, HA
OKYTMOBaHMUX TepUTOPisix Ha Cxoai Ykpainu ta B Kpumy. JlyMKaMu 1 MOTHTBOIO €THAMOCS 3 HATUMHBOTHAMH,
SIK1 BIIBAKHO 3aXHIIaroTh Hare Pi3nBo. He 3a0yBaiimMo 1 Ipo THX, XTO 3 HETEPITIHHAM YEKa€ Ha iX MIaCIuBe

TIOBEPHEHHA TOJI0OMY.

Xou O6u Je B OyJiu, ZOpOTi OpaTTs 1 cecTpH, BiJl HAMMOIOAIIOrO A0 HaliCTapLIOro, 4 B YKpaiHi, 4u Ha
MOCEJICHHSX, 31 IIUPOTo cepls Oakar KOKHOMY 3 Bac CMadHOI KyTi, Becelux cBiT PiznBa XpucroBorora

IIACJIUBOTO 1 0JIArOCTIOBEHHOI'0 HOBOTO POKY!

Xpucroc poxaaerbes! Caasivo Horo!

+ CBATOCJIAB

Hano B Kuesi, npu [atpiapmomy cobopi Bockpecinus XpuctoBoro, y neHb CBATOro BCEXBaJIbHOTO ariocToa

Amnnpis [leposBanHoro, 13 rpyans 2016 poxy boxoro

PASTORAL LETTER
FROM THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
2016/2017

To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians and Laity



of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:

Christ is born!Let Us Glorify Him!

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness

a light has dawned.(Isaiah 9:2)

At the Complines service on the Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we
sing out “Z Namy Boh! God is with us!” This beautiful hymn evokes in us faith, hope and joy in
the awareness that the eternal God loves us so much that He sent His Only-Begotten Son to
be with us. God became man, in the person of Jesus Christ, who, in all his works and actions,

showed us the unending LOVE and MERCY of His Father.

When Pope Francis opened the Year of Mercy, he expressed his hope that all faithful of the
Church would be able to rediscover and experience in their lives this unending love and
mercy of God. Reflecting on this past year, however, we see that much has happened that
troubles our hearts. We have seen the photos of wildfires destroying thousands of homes in
Fort McMurray. We weep for Ukraine, where fighting continues, with staggering loss of life.
We sympathize with the millions of refugees who have fled Syria, fearing for their lives. We
shudder to think that our own government has recently legalized medically assisted suicide.
Perhaps we have personally experienced some tragedy or sadness in our own lives. We may

be tempted to ask ourselves: Is God truly with us? If He is, where is His love and mercy?

When God became man - when Jesus Christ was born- it was in a lowly hidden cave in the
dark of the night. The light of God-With-Us illuminated that cold dark cave and gave warmth
to all those present - Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and even the animals. And so it is
today in our troubled world with all its challenges. God has not abandoned us! The light of
God-With-Us continues to shine forth in humble surprising ways. We see God’s mercy in the
people who, in many and wonderful ways, gave assistance to the victims of the fires in Fort
McMurray and in those who offered refuge or assistance to the refugees from Syria. We see it
in the actions of our faithful who send help to the families of fallen soldiers in Ukraine and

support the chaplains at the front. We see it in our priests who visit the dying and offer them



comfort and hope through the Sacrament of Holy Anointing. We see it in those who pray for
peace in the world and those who strive to bring peace, forgiveness and love to others. We
see it in priests, nuns and catechists who teach the faithful about God and help them grow in
faith. We see it in the humble everyday actions of mothers and fathers who work for a living
and care for their children. And we see it in all concrete acts of love offered by ordinary
people who heed the words of Jesus Christ: “When I was hungry, you gave me to eat. When |
was thirsty, you gave me to drink. When [ was naked, you clothed me. When [ was sick or in

prison, you visited me.”

Then let our hearts not be troubled! This Christmas, let us sing out God is with us! more
fervently than ever! And then let us continue to make it true by allowing the light of Christ to
shine through us, in all our words and deeds, so that the Love and Mercy of God may

transform our world and bring forth hope, peace and joy.

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, please accept our greetings and best wishes on this
feast of Nativity of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ! May every day of the coming year be filled with
His light and peace. Just as a newborn baby brings much joy and love to a family, may the

birth of Emmanuel God-with-us bring joy and love into your family and your lives.
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