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Cayycou booci/Divine Liturgies
Heoinsa/Sunday: 8:30 am in English
10:30 am (sung) in Ukrainian
Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation
10:30 am and 7:00 pm
Illoonua/Daily Scheduled
7:30 am Divine Liturgy in Chapel
Cnogini/Confessions: - 15 xsunus nepen i 15
XBWIMH Ha noyatky Ciyx0u boxoi
- 15 minutes before and 15 minutes in the
beginning of the Divine Liturgy
- AGo Hamepea TOMOBUTHUCS 111 YaC THXKHS
- Or by appointment during the week
Baptism by appointment
Anointing of the Sick/Hospital Visits/
Eucharist for the sick - any time
Marriages - by arrangement
Funerals - by arrangement

00. Bacuaissuw/Basilian Fathers serving the

Parish: - Father Serafym Grygoruk, OSBM

Administrator Email: serh70@outlook.com
Father Marcos Zubyk, OSBM

Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop-Emeritus

Mapadis MNokposu lNMpecBaToi
boropoauui BiTa€ BCix rocren,
NnpuaTenis Ta napadiaH, aki bepyTb
yyacTb y Wi Cnyx6i boxi.

Hepina CB. OTuiB Hikei
€BaHrenucra IsaHa
MoaHa 17:1-13
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Sunday of the Nicean Fathers
Evangelist John
John 17:1-13

The Protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish welcomes all
guests, friends, and Parishioners
participating in this Divine Liturgy.



HEAINS CBATUX OTLIB HIKEMCbKOIO
CObOPY

AHTUdOH 1: Yci Hapoau, 3anneuiTb
pyKamu, * KNNKHIiTb A0 ocnoaa rosocom
pagoctn. Monnteamun boropoaunui,
Cnace, cnacu Hac.

bo Nocnoab BceBULWHIN, * MOFYTHIN
Bnapap no Bcin 3emni. MonuteBamum
boropoauui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

BiH niakopuB ntoaen HaMm, * i Hapoau
nig Horm Hawi. MonutBamn boropoanui,
Cnace, cnacu Hac.

3inwos bor nig, oknukn Beceni, *
Focnoab — nig ronoc cypmu. Monuteamum
boropoawuui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

AHTUOH 3: MNpunaite, paaicHo
3acniBanmMo Focnopesi, * BOCKAUKHIM
bory, Cnacutenesi HawoMy. * Cnacu Hac,
CuHy boxun, * W0 BO3Hicca y cnasi,
cniBaemo Tobi: Anunys.

Mpungim 3 noxeanamu nepep,
0611yusg l7loro, * | ncanMaMn BOCKJIUKHIM
WMomy. * Cnacu Hac, CuHy Boxun, * wwo
BO3Hicca y cnaBi, cniBaemo Tobi: Anunys.

bo bor Benuknm focnoas, * i yap
BEJIMKUM NO BCin 3eMni. * Cnacu Hac,
CuHy boxun, * Wwo BO3Hicca y cnasi,
cniBaemo Tobi: Anunys.

BxigHe: Mpunaite, NOKNOHIMCSA i
npunagiMm go Xpucrta. * * Cnacum Hac,
CuHy boxun, * Wo BO3Hicca y chasi,
cniBaemo Tobi: Anunys.

Tponap BockpecHun, ronoc 6:
AHrenbCbki cunu Ha rpobi TeBoiMm, * i
CTOPOXi oMepTBiNK; * Mapia X crosana
npu rpobi, * WykKawym nNpeyncToro Tina
TBoro. * NMonoHuB Tu apg, i, He
nepemMoXXeHUmn Big, HbOro, * 3ycTpiB Tu
[liBy, napyroum Xutta. * Bockpecnum 3
MepTBUX, Nlocnoau, cnasa Tobi.

Tponap Bo3HeciHHA, ronoc 4:
Bo3Hicca Tu y cnasi, Xpucrte boxe Haw, *
YYUHUBLLIM YYHAM PaficTb, 06iTyBaHHAM
CeaTtoro Alyxa, * i Ckpinue ix CBOIM
6narocnoBeHHaM, * 60 Tu CuH boxun,
Bussonutenb CBIiTYy.

Tponap OTuiB, ronoc 8:

MpenpocnaeneHun Tn, Xpucrte boxe
Haw, * wo Ha 3emni OTLiB HALWNX NOABUB
CBiTUNAMN * | HUMUM HABIB YCiX HAC Ha
iICTUHY Bipy. * baratoMmunocepaHuiu,
cnasa Tobi!

Cnaga Otulo, i Cuny, i CBaTomy
LyxoBi;

KoHpak OTuiB, ronoc 8:
[MponoBigayBaHHA anoCToONIB i AOrMaTn
OoTLiIB * yTBepAunun LlepkBu eguHy Bipy, *
HOCAYM PU3Y ICTUHN, BUTKAHY 3 BULLIHbOIO
60rocsioB’s, * BOHa NPaBo NPaBUTb i
CNaBUTb BeJIMKe TalHCTBO BnarovecTs.

| HMHI, | NOBCAKYAC, | HA BiKN Bi4YHi.
AMiHb.

KoHpak Bo3HecCiHHA, ronoc 6:
BMKOHaBWMKM AiN0 HAWOro cnaciHHa * i,
3’€HaBLWN 3eMHUX 3 HeEbeCHUMHU, * y
cnagi Bo3Hicca Tu, Xpucte boxe Haw, *
He BiAJly4yaro4yuncb 30BCiM Big, HAC, * ane
nepebyBaloym 3 HAMU HEBIACTYMHO, * Tu
Knyew A0 Tux, wo nobnate Tebe: * Ock
Sl 3 BAMM i HIXTO He nepemMoxe Bac!

NMpokimeH ronoc 4: bnarocnoseH
ecu, N'ocnoaun, boxe 6aTbKiB HaWNX, * i
XBaJ/IN A,OCTOMHUN; iM'A TBOE Npec/iaBHe
Ha BCi BiKMW.

ctux: bo Tn npaBeagHUN y BCbOMY,
LLLO BYMHUB ECU HAM.

NMpokimeH ronoc 4: bnarocnoseH
ecu, N'ocnoaun, boxe 6aTbKiB HaWNX, * i
XBaJ/IN A,OCTOMHUN: iM'A TBOE Npec/iaBHe
Ha BCi BiKMW.

I3 iaHb CBATUX ANOCTONIB
yuTtaHHA (20:16-18, 28-36)

TumMmn gHamum NaBno BUPILWLIMB MANCTHU
nonpwu Edec, wob6 He baputncs B Asii;
nocniwas 60, Wo6, No 3M03i, HA AeHb
M’aTonecaTHuLi byt B Epycanumi. 3
MineTy BiH nocnas y Edec i npuknnkas
npecsitepis Llepken. Konu X BOHU
NPUULLAN A0 HbOIO, BiH A0 HUX
NPOMOBUB: “3BakalTe Ha camunx cebe ”
Ha BCe CTajo, HaAa akuMm Jlyx CeaTtum
NOCTaBMB BAaC ENMCKOMNaMK, Wob nacnu
LlepkBy boxy, o ii BiH npnabaB KpoB’io
BJIACHOO. 4 3HA0, WO MO MOIM BigXOA
BBiMAYTb MOMiX BaC BOBKWN XWXi, AKi He
WAANTUMYTb CTaAa. Ta 1 3noMix Bac



CaMUX NOBCTAHYTb 04U, LLO
roBOPUTUMYTb NMOrybHi peui, wWob
NOTATHYTU 3a cOb0I0 YUHiB. TOMY
yyBamTe, npuraaymnte cobi, Wo 1 Tpu
POKW, HIY | AeHb, He nepecTaBaB KOXHOMO
3 BaC i3 C/1IbO3aMU HABOAUTU HA PO3yM. A
Tenep nepepat Bac borosi i cnoBsy noro
6naroparti, WO MOXe 36yayBaTu M AaTu
BaM CrnajWKnHy MiXK yCiMa OCBAYEeHUMMU. Hi
Cpibna, Hi 30n10Ta, aHi oaexi 1 He
BMMAraB Hi Big Koro. Bn cami 3HaeTe, Wwo
MOIM noTpebam i TUX, AKi 30 MHOIO,
CNYXWUnu oui pyku. ¥ scboMy A nokasas
BaM, LLO, TaK NpaLoun, Tpeba
aonomMaraTtu cnabocunbHUM | nam’aTaTu
cnoBa [ocnopa lcyca, W0 caM CKasas:
‘binwe wacTta gasaTtu, Hix 6paTu!”
[MpoMOBUBLLM L&, BIH YraB HA KOJMIHA i 3
yCiMa HUMUN NoYaB MOJIUTUCA.

Xop, ronoc 1: Anunysa! (3)

Crtux: bor Nocnogb npopik, *
MOKJ/IMKAB 3eMJ10 Bi CXOA4Yy COHLUA A0
Noro 3axoay.

Xop, ronoc 1: Anunysa! (3)

Ctux: 36epiTb MeHi MOIX NOBOXHUX,
* AKi HaA, XXepTBOK COK3 30 MHOIO
YYUHUIN.

Xop, ronoc 1: Anunysa! (3)

Bia MOAHA CesaToro €EBaHrenis
yutaHHAa (17:1-13)

y Ton vac lcyc, niaBiBwKM ovi CBOT A0
Heba, npokas3as: “OTye, NnpuniLna
roguHa! Npocnas ceoro CunHa, wob CuH
TBi Tebe npocnasuBe, 3rigHO 3 BNaAOH0,
Lo i TM AaB MOMY HAJ, YCAKUM Ti/IOM:
AapyBaTU XUTTA BiYHE YCIM TUM, AKUX TU
[,aB MOMY. A BiuyHe XUTTH y TOMY, W06
BOHU cni3Hanun Tebe, €ANHOrO, iICTUHHOIO
bora, i koro T nocnae — lcyca Xpwucra. 4
Tebe Ha 3eM/li NPOCNABUB, BUKOHABLLW Te
Aino, aKke T AaB MeHi 4,0 BUKOHAHHA.
Tenep xe npocnaB MeHe, OTue, y cebe —
Ti€lo cnasoto, Wo ii 1 MaB y Tebe nepep,
TUM, K nocTtas CBiT! 1 06’aBUB TBOE iM’4
noaaM, AKUX TU AaB MeHi i3 CBiTy. BoHHK
6ynu TBOI, TU X AaB MeHi ix, i 36epernu
BOHW TBOE CNoBO. HUHi 36arHynun BoHw,

LLLO BCe, WO TU MeHi nas, — Bia Tebe;
cnosa 60, WO TV MeHi AaB., 1 1M AaB, i
CANPUNHANKN BOHW TX, i cnpaBai 36arHynu,
Lo A Big, Tebe BUNLLOB, i YBipyBan, L0
TN MeHe nocaae. Mont X 3a HUX: He 3a
CBIT MOJIIO, A& 3a TUX, AKUX TU AaB MeHi,
60 BOHW — TBOI. | BCé MO€E — TBOE, TBOE X
MOE, | B HUX A MPOC/IaBMNBCA. A BXe
Ginblle He y CBiTi, @ BOHW y CBITi, i 1 A0
Tebe nay. Otue CeaTtun! 3apaan IMmeHun
TBOro 6epexu ix, TUX, Wo iX TU MeHi
nepenas, Wob bynun oaHo, sk Mu! bysLiu
3 HUMU Y CBIiTi, 2 bepir iX y TBOE iM’1;
TUX, AKUX TN OaB MeHi, A IX cTepir, i
HIXTO 3 HUX He Nponas, nnLe CUH
3armbeni, wob 36ynocs MucaHHa. Tenep
Xe ipy no Tebe, i Kaxy Te, y CBiTi byBLMN,
06 BOHM Mann y cobi paaicts Mot
NOBHY.”

Jlioan He KNAKaKTb Nig4ac OCBAYEHHSA |
nepen i no lNMpuyacTio Big BockpeciHHA A0
3icnaHHa CeaToro [yxa.

3amictb “locTOMHO”: Bennyan,
ayuwe mos, ocnoaa, * wo 3 TiOM y cnaBi
Ha Hebeca Bo3Hicca. * Tebe MaTip Boxy,
* WO noHapg ycsaKe pO3yMiHHA | CNOBO *
HeCKa3aHHOo B Yyaci nopoguna BiyHoro, *
MW, BipHi, O4HOAYMHO BeJINYAEMO.

MpuuyacHun: Xeanite Nocnopa 3
Hebec, * xBaniTe Mloro Ha BucoTax. *
PapynTtecs npaeegHi, B locnoai,* npasum
HanexuTtb noxeana. * Anunysa! (3)

3amicte “Mu Buginm ceitno IctuHmn” i
“Hexaun cnoBHATbLCA” criBaEMo A0
BigaaHHA [lpa3Huka: Bo3Hecncsa Ha
Hebeca, boxe,* i no Bcin 3eMni chasa
TBOA.
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SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE
NICEAN COUNCIL

First Antiphon: pg. 19: Clap your
hands, all you nations; * shout to God
with the voice of joy. * Through the
prayers of the Mother of God, * O
Saviour, save us.

For the Lord most high is awesome,
* a great King over all the earth. *
Through the prayers of the Mother of
God, * O Saviour, save us.

He has subdued peoples to us, * and
nations under our feet. * Through the
prayers of the Mother of God, * O
Saviour, save us.

God ascended amid shouts of joy; *
the Lord, at the sound of the trumpet. *
Through the prayers of the Mother of
God, * O Saviour, save us.

Third Antiphon: pg. 25, Come let
us sing joyfully to the Lord, * let us
acclaim God, our Saviour. * Son of God,
who ascended in glory, * save us who
sing to you. Alleluia.

Let us come before His face with
praise, * and acclaim Him in psalms. *

Son of God, who ascended in glory,
* save us who sing to you. Alleluia.

For God is the great Lord * and the
great King over all the earth. *

Son of God, who ascended in glory,
* save us who sing to you. Alleluia.

Entrance Hymn: pg. 29: Come, let
us worship * and fall down before Christ.
* Son of God, who ascended in glory, *
save us who sing to you. Alleluia.

Resurrectional Tropar, Tone 6:
Angelic powers were upon Your tomb *
and the guards became like dead men; *
Mary stood before Your tomb seeking
Your most pure body. * You captured
Hades without being overcome by it. *
You met the Virgin and granted life. * O
Lord, risen from the dead, * glory be to
You!

Ascension Tropar, Tone 4: You
ascended in glory, O Christ our God, *

giving joy to Your disciples by the
promise of the Holy Spirit, * and
assuring them through Your blessing *
that You are the Son of God, * the
Redeemer of the world.

Tropar of the Holy Fathers, Tone
8: Christ our God, You are glorified
above all, * You established our fathers
as beacons on earth * and through them
guided all of us to the true faith. * Glory
to You, most compassionate Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Kondak of the Holy Fathers, Tone
8: The apostles preaching and the
Fathers doctrine * confirmed the
Church’s one faith, * and wearing the
garment of truth * woven from theology
that descends from on high, * she rightly
imparts * the mystery of godliness * and
sings its glory.

Now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Ascension Kondak Tone 6: When
you had fulfilled Your plan for us and
united things on earth with those in
heaven, * You ascended in glory, O
Christ our God, * in no way distant, but
remaining inseparable, * You cried to
those who love You: * | am with You and
there is none against you.

Prokimen, Tone 4: Blessed are you,
Lord God of our fathers, * and praised
and glorified is Your name for ever.

Verse: For you are righteous in
everything that you have done to us.
(Dan. 3:26, 27)

Prokimen, Tone 4: Blessed are you,
Lord God of our fathers, * and praised
and glorified is Your name for ever.

A reading from the Acts of the
Apostles (20:16-18; 28-36)

In those days, Paul had decided to
sail past Ephesus, so that he might not
have to spend time in Asia; he was eager
to be in Jerusalem, if possible, on the
day of Pentecost. From Miletus he sent a
message to Ephesus, asking the elders



of the church to meet him. When they
came to him, he said to them: “Keep
watch over yourselves and over all the
flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of
God that he obtained with the blood of
his own Son. | know that after | have
gone, savage wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock. Some even
from your own group will come
distorting the truth in order to entice the
disciples to follow them. Therefore be
alert, remembering that for three years |
did not cease night or day to warn
everyone with tears. And now | commend
you to God and to the message of his
grace, a message that is able to build
you up and to give you the inheritance
among all who are sanctified. | coveted
no one’s silver or gold or clothing. You
know for yourselves that | worked with
my own hands to support myself and my
companions. In all this | have given you
an example that by such work we must
support the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”” When he had finished
speaking, he knelt down with them all
and prayed.

Faithful, Tone 1: Alleluia! (3)

Verse: The God of gods, the Lord,
spoke and summoned the earth * from
the rising of the sun to its setting.

Faithful, Tone 1: Alleluia! (3)

Verse: Gather to Him His devout
ones, who with sacrifice make covenant
with Him.

Faithful, Tone 1: Alleluia! (3)

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to John (17:1-13)
At that time Jesus looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son so that the Son may
glorify you, since you have given him
authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. And

this is eternal life, that they may know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. | glorified you on
earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in
your own presence with the glory that |
had in your presence before the world
existed. “| have made your name known
to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything
you have given me is from you; for the
words that you gave to me | have given
to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that | came from you;
and they have believed that you sent me.
| am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on
behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. All mine are
yours, and yours are mine; and | have
been glorified in them.”And now | am no
longer in the world, but they are in the
world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one. While | was with
them, | protected them in your name
that you have given me. | guarded them,
and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the
scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am
coming to you, and | speak these things
in the world so that they may have my
joy made complete in themselves.

WE DO NOT KNEEL during the consecration
as well as before and after Holy Communion
from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday
inclusive.

In place of: “It is truly right...” page
57: O my soul, magnify the Lord Who in
glory ascended bodily into the heavens.
* O Mother of God, * you transcended
both mind and word, * and in time,
ineffably bore the Timeless One: * it is




you who, with one accord, * we, the In place of: “We have seen the true

faithful, magnify. light...” and “May our mouths...”
Communion Verse: Praise the Lord Be exalted, O God, * above the
from the heavens; * praise Him in the heavens, * above all the earth be Your

highest. * Rejoice in the Lord, O you just. glory.
* Praise befits the righteous. * Alleluia!
3)
HUHI: Henins, 8 TpaBusa: Kaga i cosoake nicas Ciay:xom bo:xkoi o rox 8:30 1 10:30 pano y
3aJTi 11T LIEPKBOIO.
- 10:00 pano - Mone6ens a0 IIpecBsaToi boropoawuiii.
IHoneniniok, 9 TpaBHs:
- 7 rox. Bedopa - Monebens no IIpecBsaToi boropoauiii B kariuiii.
Cepena, 11 TpaBus:
- 7 rox. Bedopa - Monebens no IIpecBsaToi boropoauiii B kamiuiii.
IPsaTHuus, 13 TpaBHS:
- 7 roa. Bedopa - Monebens fo0 IIpecBsaToi boropoauiii B kamiuiii.
Cyo0ora, 14 TpaBHs:
- 10:30 pano - IToxoponna Cs. JliTypris 3a qymry nokiitnoro Mocuga Cipmoro. Sxiio
Oakaere, 3aMICTb LIBITIB, TO MPOILY CKJIAJATH )KEPTBU TaM JI€ YBaXKa€Te.
IToneninok, 16 TpaBHsA:
- 6 rox. Beuopa - Monebens a0 [IpecBsaToi boropoauiii B Karuimiii.
- 7 ron. Bedopa - Cxoqunu Iapadiaasnoi Pagu y bopn Pywmi.

Hamipennst AnmoctosibctBa MoJIMTBH Ha TPaBeHb: 3azanvHa inmenyia: Mai puibHuKU. 1100 mamni
PUIBHUKH, OTPUMYBAJIH CIIPaBeIJIMBY BUHATOPOAY 3a CBOIO LIHHY mpato. €sanzenizayin: BepBuiis.
1106 mouuproBaiacek y poAnHax, CIiILHOTAX 1 TPyIax, MPaKTHKHU CBATOI BepBuii 3a €BaHremizarito i
MHUD.

TODAY, May 8: - Coffee and sweets available following the 8:30 and 10:30 Divine Liturgies
in the Fellowship Room. All guests and parishioners are invited.

- 10:00 am - Moleben to the Mother of God
Monday, May 9:

- 7:00 pm - Moleben to the Mother of God in chapel.
Wednesday, May 11:

- 7:00 pm - Moleben to the Mother of God in chapel.
Friday, May 13:

- 7:00 pm - Moleben to the Mother of God in chapel.
Saturday, May 14:
- 10:30 am - Funeral Divine Liturgy for the late Joseph Siermy. The Siermy Family
kindly requests no flowers for the service. Donations may be made to the charity of one’s
choice.
Monday, May 16:

- 6:00 pm - Moleben to the Mother of God in chapel.

- 7:00 pm - Parish Council meeting in the Boardroom

Monthly Intentions of the Holy Father for May: Universal: “That in every country of the world,
women may be honoured and respected and that their essential contribution to society may be highly
esteemed.” Evangelization: “That families, communities, and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for
evangelization and peace."




SUNDAY DONATIONS: May 1/16-$2182.50

[ITanoBHA, YKpaiHCbKa rpoMano!

Xouy noBigomutu Bac, mo 23 tpaBus 2016 poky (Victoria Day), 1o Bankysepy npuixmxae
Koncy, 3 I'enepansnoro Koncynsctsa, TopoHTO.

Jlist 1HauBIAyanbHUX MUTaHb, BIH Bac 3anpoirye 3 9.30 am - 4.30 pm., 3a agpecoto 807 - 938
Howe St.

Takox BinOyaeThes 3ycTpid 3 rpoMajioro o 7.00 Beuopa, 3a agpecoro Ukrainian Manor - 7007
Kerr Street, Vancouver, BC.

3 nosaroto [louecunit Koncyn, JIrobomup I'yiysx

Dear Ukrainian Community

I want to bring to your attention that a Ukrainian Consul from the Consulate Generals office in
Toronto will be in Vancouver for individual meetings regarding documents, visas and passports
on Monday, May 23, 2016 between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm at 807 - 938 Howe Street, Vancouver,
BC.

Also, there will be a meeting with the community at 7:00 pm on Monday, the 23rd of May at
the Ukrainian Manor - 7007 Kerr Street, Vancouver, BC.

Lubomyr (Mir) Huculak, Honorary Consul of Ukraine for B.C.

The Rev. Clergy and Lay-Faithful of the Eparchy of New Westminster - 4 May 2016
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Rev. Clergy and Friends,

We have no doubt all been watching with great sadness the horrific fire damage and situation in
Fort McMurray, Alberta. So many families have seen their homes burned and business and office,
schools and medical facilities also burned down or severely damaged. The latest statistics have
reported that more than 1,600 homes have been lost and most all of the cities 84,000 residents have
been forced to flee the fire.

I would like to encourage you all of pray for those who have become victims of this fire, who have
lost their homes and possessions and in many cases are now not only homeless but also facing
unemployment. This coming Sunday, [ would encourage you to pray a special litany at the Divine
Liturgy for those who are suffering as a result of this devastation asking God to comfort those who
have lost so much.

I have made some inquiries as to how we can financially support those victims of the fire in Fort
McMurray and it seems that the best way to support them is through an on-line donation to the
Canadian Red Cross:

https://donate.redcross.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1951&ea.campaign.id=50610

You can go directly to the on-line donation section for the victims of the fire in Fort McMurray by
clicking on the link above.

I have sent a note to Bishop David Motiuk of the Eparchy of Edmonton offering him our prayers
and solidarity and assuring him that we are ready to assist in whatever way we can. He has
expressed his gratitude to us.

With prayerful best wishes,

+Ken

Bishop of New Westminster




Brief from the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
to the Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights regarding Bill C-14,
An Act to amend the Criminal Code and to make related amendments to other Acts (medical assistance in
dying)

As clearly stated in its previous statements on this issue, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
absolutely and categorically disagrees with any attempt at justifying or supporting a “right” to assisted suicide
or euthanasia. This is based on the unchanging teaching of our Church, derived from the teaching of Christ
himself, that these practices are always inherently wrong (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church 2276-79; St.
John Paul I, Evangelium Vitae n. 66). For this reason, Bill C-14, which legalizes the killing of certain
categories of persons, is a fundamentally unjust law. From the Catholic perspective, no amendments could
legitimate the inherent evil in the premises behind the proposed legislation.

While the legislation is itself intrinsically and gravely immoral for the reasons stated above, there are particular
characteristics of the current draft of Bill C-14 which make it even more damaging and dangerous to Canadian
society. For example, it contains no protections for health care workers who refuse to cooperate in so-called
“medical assistance in dying” or to give an effective referral, nor to institutions that refuse to provide the service
for religious or conscientious reasons. Leaving such protections to provincial legislators or professional
organizations (such as provincial colleges of physicians, pharmacists, or nurses) would result in a chaotic
situation with conflicting rules between provinces and would effectively prompt the resignation or removal of
many health care professionals. It could also potentially force the closure of hospitals operated under religious
auspices, most of which are Catholic. These institutions employ thousands of physicians and tens of thousands
of staff. At a time when our health care system requires more resources, not less, the federal government should
not allow lower jurisdictions to drive conscientious health care practitioners from their professions.

It is also regrettable that Bill C-14 fails in what appears to be an attempt to limit the potential harm caused by
legalizing assisted suicide, as in the criterion enunciated in section 241.2(d) (that a person’s “natural death has
become reasonably foreseeable™). Every person who has reflected on their own mortal existence knows that
their own natural death is not only reasonably foreseeable, but indeed inevitable. This “safeguard” will protect
no one.

The teaching of the Catholic Church and the stance of the Catholic Bishops of Canada affirm the sacredness and
dignity of human life. Suicide and euthanasia are contrary to the most profound natural inclination of each
human being to live and preserve life. Furthermore, they contradict the fundamental responsibility that human
beings have to protect one another and to enhance the quality of health and social care which every human life
deserves, from conception to natural death.

Bill C-14, no matter how it may be amended, is an affront to human dignity, an erosion of human solidarity, and
a danger to all vulnerable persons — particularly the aged, disabled, infirm and sick who so often find
themselves isolated and marginalized. Moreover, it is a violation of the sacrosanct duty of healthcare providers
to heal, and the responsibility of legislators and citizens to assure and provide protection for all, especially those
persons most at risk. The passage of Bill C-14, occasioned by the seriously flawed Carter decision, will have
devastating effects on the social fabric of our country that cannot be predicted today.

2 May 2016

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops is the national assembly of the Roman Catholic and Eastern
Catholic Bishops. As its principal pastors who officially speak on behalf of the Church in Canada, the Bishops
are the spiritual leaders and teachers of more than thirteen million Canadian Catholics. Forty-six per cent of
Canadians are baptized Catholics.

Bishop Ken encourages each parishioner to write to their Federal Member
of Parliament expressing their concerns regarding Bill C-14 as soon as
possible.



