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Cayacou Boxci/Divine Liturgies 3-a Heginsa Micna 3icnaHHs
Heoinsa/Sunday: at 8:30 am in English

10:30 am (sung) in Ukrainian

NMpa3Huk MNpecBatoro Cepus

Y Ceama/Holy Day of Obligation X?MCTOBOFO
10:30 am and 7:00 pm MoaHn 3:13-17
Illoonua/Daily Scheduled

7:30 am Divine Liturgy in Chapel
Cnogini/Confessions: - 15 xBuuH nepen 1
15 xBunuH Ha noyatky Ciyx0u boxoi

- 15 minutes before and 15 minutes in the

beginning of the Divine Liturgy

- AGo Hamepea TOMOBUTHUCS 111 YaC THXKHS

- Or by appointment during the week
Baptism by appointment
Anointing of the Sick/Hospital Visits/ \“an /

Eucharist for the sick - any time "N
Marriages - by arrangement
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Funerals - by arrangement

00. Bacunissuw/Basilian Fathers serving the
Parish: - Father Serafym Grygoruk,
OSBM Administrator Email:

serh70@outlook.com 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Father Marcos Zubyk, OSBM Feast of the Sacred Heart of Christ
Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM John 3:13-17

Bishop-Emeritus

Mapadia Nokposu lNpecBaToi
boropoauui BiTa€ BCix rocren,
npuaTenis Ta napadiaH, aki bepyTb
yyacTb y Wi Cnyx6i boxi.

The Protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish welcomes all
guests, friends, and Parishioners
participating in this Divine Liturgy.



3-a Hepina Micnga 3icnaHHA.
Mpa3Huk MNpece. Cepua XpucToBoro

AHTUOH 1: 4Ki X TO BOHU NtobI,
Teoi waTtpa, Nlocnogun cun! * 3Hemarae
MO Aylla U NparHe A0 ABOPIB
ocnopHix. * MonuTBamMun
boropoawnui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

Cepue MOE€ i MOE Tino, * paaitoTb
XuBum borom. * Monuteammu
boropoawnui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

HaBiTb NnTawmHa 3HaxoanTb cobi
XaTKy, * i nacTiBka cobi rHisaeuko,
KyAW Knage CBOIX MUCKAAT. *
MonutBamu boropoaunui, Cnace,
cracu Hac.

AHTUQOH 3: I3 MOro cepus
rapHe C/OBO NNETHLCA: * 4 MOBIIO:
LlapeBi Mmosa nicHa. Tponap, N'onoc 6:
Momunyn Hac, flocnoaun, NnoMuUIymn
Hac; * 60 HiAKOro oABITY He 3Haloumn, *
outo Tobi MmonuTBy, K Bnaauui, mu
FpilWHi npuHocMMo: * NMoMumnym Hac.

Hankpawmm Tu Ha Bpoay Mix
NOACbKUMU CMHAMU, * Kpaca po3nuTta
Ha ycTax y Tebe.

Kpacotw TBo€lo i ,obpoToto
TBOEIO: | HATAMHW NyK, i ycniBan i
Lapoun, * iCTUHN paan i narigHOCTH |
cnpasegnueoctu. Tponap, Fonoc 6:
Momunyn Hac, flocnoaun, NnoMuUIymn
Hac; * 60 HiAKOro oABITY He 3Haloumn, *
outo Tobi MmonuTBy, K Bnaauui, mu
FpilWHi npuHocmMo: * NMoMunym Hac.

BxinHe: Jskynte Nocnopesi, 60
no6pun, * munocepasa Moro noeikw.

Tponap lNpa3Huka, l'onoc 6:
be3oaHto nboem TBOEI A0 Hac,
Xpucte boxe, * nokasas Tu B
HanceaTiwomy Teoemy Cepui. *
Cnonobu Hac y TenepiHiM XUTTI
BiaAaBaTu Tobi noboB’t0 3a NbOB *
3bepiraHHamM TBOiIX 3anoBigen * i B
NPUUAELWHbOMY HACONOAKYBATUCH
Hanao0CKoHaniwo nwbos’o *

ornapaHHam boxecTsa.

CnaBa OTuto i Cuny i CeaTtomy
Ayxy, * i HUHI | NOBCAKYAC | HA BiKMK
BiYHi. AMiHb.

KoHnpak lNpa3Huka, Flonoc 7:
YNOKOEHHA ANA CTPYOXKEHHUX * |
obTaxeHnx o6’aBmB Tu, Cnace, *y
TBoeMy Hanconogwomy Cepui. *
CKpuM Hac y HboMY i cnoaobu B
HbOMY XWUTU * i B HbOMY BMUPATK Ta
BA,OCTOITUCHL * HANJ0CKOHaNiWoi
nboBu orngaaaHHaM b6oxKecTBa.

NMpokimeH, N'onoc 4: 1 cnosiuwy
Moim bpatam npo TBOE iM’a, *
XBaNnUTUMy Tebe cepep rpomaan. (Mc
22:23, 26)

Ctunx: MonuTtem MoOT BO3aaM
nepea TMMH, Wo 6osaTbcs Noro.

NMpokimeH, N'onoc 4: 1 cnosiwy
Moim bpatam npo TBOE iM’a, *
XBaNUTUMYy Tebe cepep rpomMaamn.

o €BpeiB NOCNAaHHA CB.
AnocTtona NaBna untaHHA (2:11-18)

BpatTta! Ton, W0 OCBAYYE, i Ti,
LLLO OCBAYYOTbCA, BCi Big O4HOrO.
ToMy N HE COPOMUTBLCA HA3UBATHU X
bpaTtaMu, Konun Kaxe: “S 3BilLy im’a
TBOE MOIM bpatam, XBanuTumy Tebe
cepen rpomagn.” | we: “byny
HaAiaTUCh HA Hboro.” Ta n: “Ockb A i
AiTn, wo ix bor meHi gas.” A wo Aitn
6ynn yyacHMKaMu Tina i KpoBu, To i
BiH NoAibHO 6paB yyacTb y TOMy, W,00
CMepTHO 3HULLNTN TOro, XTO MaB
Bnajy cMepTu, TobTO AMNABONA, i
BU3BOJINTU TUX, LLO TX CTpax CMepTHn
BCE XUTTA TPMMaAB y pabcTBi. Aaxe He
aHrenam ige Ha gonomory, a
notoMmcTey Aspaama. ToMy BiH MyCiB
6yTn B ycbOMYy NoAibHun no bparis,
Wob cTaTn MUNOCEPAHUM Ta BipHUM
ApXUEpPEEM y cripaBax boxunx Ha
CMOKYTYBaHHA rpixis Hapoay. Tomy,
BNaCHe, WO CTPpax/aaB i caM bys
BUNPODOYBAHNN, BiH MOXe A,0MNOMOITH
TUM, LWW,0 NPOXOAAThb Yepe3 npoby.



Xop, N'onoc 6: Anunya! (3x)

CTux: Yci KiHui 3emMni 3ragatoTh i
HaBepHyTbCA Ao lFocnopa. (Mc 22:28
a, 28 6)

Xop, N'onoc 6: Anunya! (3x)

Ctux: | BnagyTtb HULb Nepes,
Toboto yci cim’i Hapogais.

Xop, N'onoc 6: Anunya! (3x)

Bia MoaHa CBaToi EBaHrenii
YutaHHAa (3:13-17)

Cka3aB [ocnoab Ao w0aeiB, WO
ApunWAKn A0 Hboro: “HixTo He
BBiMLIOB HA HebO, KpiM TOro, XTO
3inwoB 3 Heba: CuH Yonosiunn! | ak
Mowncen nigHAB 3Mif y NyCTUHI, — TaK
Tpeba CuHoBi Yonogiyomy b6yTtun
niaHeCeHNM, LW,006 KOXeH, XTO Bipye Y
HbOIO, MaB XWUTTA BiuHe. bor 60 Tak

nonbus cBiT, Wo CruHa cBOro
€anHopbaHoro aas, Wob KOXeH, XTO
BiPYE B HbOrO, He 3arnHyB, a MaB
XNTTA BiyHe. bo He nocnaB bor CnHa y
CBIT, W06 CBIiT 3acyaunTun, ane wob HuUm
— CBIiT cnacca.”

3amictb “ZlocTONHO”: Bennyan,
ayuwe mod, Cepue Cnacurtens, ake
nanac nobos’t0 A0 Hac. * Beech TH
Halle nparHeHHs, * BBeCb — Hawa
Haconoga * — CnoBo boxe, CuHy
Aisun, * boxe eanHun, N'ocnoaun, Mix
CBATUMM npecBaATMIN. * Tomy Tebe BCi 3
TBO€ MaTip’to Benmnyaemo.

MpuyacHUN: Yci KiHLi 3eMni
nobaumnu, * Ak Haw bor cnacae.
Annnysa! (3x) (IMc 98:3)

YMH BUHATOPOUN
CBaw: boxectBeHHe Cepue lcyca, npunaswm nokipHo nepen Tobolo,
BiZLHOBMAEMO NOXEPTBY CaMuX cebe 3 LKUM, LLO Yepe3 3piCcT y BipHOCTI 1 N0bOBI
N0 Tebe xoueMO HAHOBO HAMpaBUTW BCi 3HEBAru, SIKUMKU — Hebyab TakK MU, AK i
iHWi Konucbh 3HeBaXxkanu Tebe. Tak, My 3aaBnsemMo, wWwo: Lo 6inble cBiT BUCMIBAE M

XYNUTb TAIHCTBA KATOJINLbKOI BipW.

BipHi: TuM cunbHiwe mn BipuMo B HUX, boxecTBeHHe Cepue Icyca.
Ceaw;: Lo 6inble HeBipCTBO CUNYETLCA 06A4ePTU HAC i3 HaAil Ha BiYyHe

CnaciHHA.

BipHi: TuM binblie Mu Haaiemocs Ha Tebe, IcycoBe Cepue, oanHOKA HaAi€

noaen.

Ceaw;: Lo 6inbwe cepaeub cTae cynepiy TBOIN nacui.
BipHi: Tum 6inbwe nobumo mu Tebe, be3koHeuHOI NoboBu rigHe Cepue

Icyca.

Ceaw,;: Lo 6inbwe HeBipCcTBO HanocigaeTbca Ha TBO€E boxecTgo.
BipHi: To binbwe Bennuaemo Mmun Tebe, boxecTBeHHe Icycose Cepue.
Ceaw: Lo 6inbwe cBiT 3abyBae TBOI 3anoBifi 1 nepecTynac ix.
BipHi: To BipHilwe xo4yeMo MK 3axoByBaTu ix, lNpeceate Cepue Icyca.
Ceaw: Lo 6inbwe Teoi cBATi TanHM € B noropai v 3abyTTi.

BipHi: To 6inblie xoueMo M1 NpuUnMaTK ix i3 N110OOBIO N NOLLIAHO,

yonogikonobye Cepue Icyca.

Ceaw: Ulo 6inbwe TBOI rigHi NoOWaHW YeCHOTU € HeNi3HaHi.
BipHi: To binble xoueMo MK BNPaBNATUCHL ¥ HUX, lcycoBe Cepue, npoobpase

BCiX YeCHOT.

Ceaw: Lo 6inbwe nekno npawoe Haa noryboto ayul.



BipHi: To 6inblie Hexan po3nNanETLCA HAaLWlA PEBHICTb AN1A PATYBAHHA iX,
Icycose Cepue, peBHUTENIO AYL.

Ceaw: Lo 6inbwe xaaoba BXMBAHHA Ta rOPAICTb 3arpoOXyHTb 3HULLEHHAM
CaMoBiApeyeHHs Ta BipHOCTM 060OB’A3KaM.

BipHi: To binble xouyeMo MU NianaTn cebe XepTBi Ta CAMOBIAPEYEHHIO,
FipKicTioO N 3HeBaramMm HacuueHe, Icycose Cepue.

Ceaw: Lo 6inbwimnm 3aB34TTAM NMeKesbHi CMnM HanaaawTb Ha TBo LlepkBy.

BipHi: To BipHiwe byaemo mu aepxatucs ii, BipHe Cepue lcyca.

Ceaw,;: Lo 6inbwe cBiT NpoTMBUTLCA HanBuLin Bnaai CeaTtiworo OTus.

BipHi: To 6inblue 3 AUTAYMM AOBipAM ByaemMo Mu cnyxaTtu Moro Ta 3
NOKIPHUM NigaaHAM Nigemo 3a Woro npoBoaoMm, lcycose Cepue, npeaBiyHa
MyppocrTe.

Ceaw: Lo 6inbwe camontobcTBO Ntoaen po3€aHYE.

BipHi: To cepaevHiwe xoueMo M1 NOOUTUCH, AK Y1eHN oAHOIT boxoi poanHu,
npebarate B n0boB Icycose Cepluie.

Bci: boxecTtBeHHe IcycoBe Cepue, Cepue Haworo bora, ganm Ham CBOtO
Nacky, a Aan Ham TaKy CUbHY W AisnbHY, W06 MK, AK BipHi AiTn TBOET CBATOI
LlepkBu, cTanu cepep CBiTa TBOIMUM anocToslaMun, a B BIYHOCTI TBOIM BiHLLEM.
AMiHb.

HWUHI: Hepina, 14 yepBHA: Kaga i costoake micasa Cay:xou Boxoi 0 roz 8:30 i
10:30 paHo y 3ani nig LepKBoto.

lMpocumo Bcix lNapagiasH npuHOCUTN NPOAYKTH A4 NOTPpebyroynx, aKi He
rncyrTeca (non-perishable) B nepluy i TpetTy HeAI/IIO KOXHOIO MIiCALA.

>> Please remember in your prayers: Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM,
Fr. Steven Basarab, Bohdan Karpinski.

Monthly Intentions of the Holy Father for June: Universal: “That
immigrants and refugees may find welcome and respect in the countries to
which they come”. Evangelization: “That the personal encounter with Jesus may
arouse in many young people the desire to offer their own lives in priesthood or
consecrated life”.

>>Embroidery classes: The Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian School Society is
holding drop-in embroidery classes for the five Mondays in June: June 1, 8, 15,
22 & 29. Beginners welcome. The instruction, by Emily Shuya, is free and thread
is $2 for a sampler. Cross-stitch and more. Call Susan for more info 604-733-
3756/sylazaruk@gmail.com.

| SUNDAY DONATIONS: June 7/15-$1094.00




3rd Sunday after Pentecost.
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Christ

Antiphon 1: (Ps. 84:2, 3, 4) How
lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord
of Hosts! * My soul yearns and pines
for the courts of the Lord. * Through
the prayers of the Mother of God, * O
Savior, save us.

My heart and my flesh * cry out
for the living God. * Through the
prayers of the Mother of God, * O
Savior, save us.

Even the sparrow finds a home, *
and the swallow a nest in which she
puts her young. * Through the prayers
of the Mother of God, * O Savior, save
us.

Antiphon 3: (Ps. 45:2, 3, 4) My
heart overflows with noble theme; * as
| sing my ode to the king. Tropar,
Tone 6: Have mercy on us, O Lord,
have mercy on us. * We sinners bring
this appeal to You, O Master, * for we
have no defense. * Have mercy on us.

Fairer in beauty are You than the
sons of men; * grace is poured out
upon your lips.

In your splendor and your
majesty ride on triumphant * in the
cause of truth and for the sake of
justice. Tropar, Tone 6: Have mercy
on us, O Lord, have mercy on us. * We
sinners bring this appeal to You, O
Master, * for we have no defense. *
Have mercy on us.

Entrance Verse: (Ps. 118:1) Give
thanks to the Lord, for He is good; *
for His mercy endures forever.

Tropar, Tone 6: You have
revealed Your most Sacred Heart as
the abyss of Your love for us, O Christ
our God. * Let our observance of Your
commandments in the present age be
the return of love for us, * so that in

the age to come we may enjoy in
perfect love * the contemplation of
Your divinity.

Glory be to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now
and for ever and ever. Amen.

Sacred Heart Kondak, Tone 7:
You showed your most sweet Heart *
to be a place of rest for those who
labour and are burdened, O Saviour. *
Receive us into Its bosom. * Make us
worthy to live and die in It, * and then
contemplate the divinity in perfect
love.

Prokimen, Tone 4: | will proclaim
Your name to my brethren; * in the
midst of the assembly | will praise
You. (Ps. 22:23, 26)

Verse: | will fulfill my vows before
those who fear Him.

Prokimen, Tone 4: | will proclaim
Your name to my brethren; * in the
midst of the assembly | will praise
You.

A reading of St. Paul’s Letter to
the Hebrews (2:11-18)

Brethren, the one who sanctifies
and those who are sanctified all have
one Father. For this reason Jesus is
not ashamed to call them brothers
and sisters, saying "l will proclaim
your name to my brothers and sisters,
in the midst of the congregation | will
praise you." And again, "l will put my
trust in him." And again, "Here am |
and the children whom God has given
me." Since, therefore, the children
share flesh and blood, he himself
likewise shared the same things, so
that through death he might destroy
the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, and free those who
all their lives were held in slavery by
the fear of death. For it is clear that he
did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. Therefore



he had to become like his brothers
and sisters in every respect, so that he
might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of
the people. Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able
to help those who are being tested.
Faithful, Tone 6: Alleluia! (3x)
Verse: All the ends of the earth

shall remember * and turn to the Lord.

(Ps. 22:28)

Faithful, Tone 6: Alleluia! (3x)

Verse: All the families of the
nations shall bow down before Him.

Faithful, Tone 6: Alleluia! (3x)

A Reading of the Holy Gospel
according to John (3:13-17)

At that time Jesus said: “No one
has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. "For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal
life. "Indeed, God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

Instead of “It is truly right...”
(pg 57): O my soul, extol the Heart of
the Saviour, * which burns with love
for us. * You are our only desire, our
only sweetness, O Word of God, Son
of the Virgin, * the only God, Lord,
most Holy of Holies. * For this reason,
we extol You together with Your
Mother.

Communion Verse: All the ends
of the earth * have seen the salvation
by our God. Alleluia! (3x) (Ps. 98:3)

ACT OF ATONEMENT
Priest: O Divine Heart of Jesus, we humbly kneel before You and again dedicate
ourselves to You. By growing in our faithfulness and love for You, we wish to make
amends once again for all the offenses by which we and others have sinned against
You. And so we declare that: The more the world ridicules and rejects the mysteries of

the Catholic Faith,

People: The more firmly shall we believe in You, O Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Priest: The more unbelievers strive to deprive us of our hope for eternal

salvation.

People: The more shall we hope in You, Heart of Jesus, the only hope of

mankind.

Priest: The more human hearts resist Your divine graces,

People: The more we shall love You, Heart of Jesus, deserving of infinite love.
Priest:The more unbelievers attack Your divinity,

People: The more we shall adore You, O Divine Heart of Jesus.

Priest:The more the world neglects Your Commandments and breaks them,
People: The more faithfully we want to observe them, O Most Holy Heart of Jesus.
Priest:The more Your Sacraments are disdained and neglected,

People: The more frequently we shall receive them with love and reverence, O

most loving Heart of Jesus.

Priest: The more the dignity of your virtues are not recognized,



People: The more we shall endeavor to practice them, O Heart of Jesus, model of
every virtue.

Priest:The more the powers of hell labour for the perdition of souls,

People: The more we shall be enflamed with fervor to save them, O Heart of
Jesus, zealous lover of souls.

Priest: The more that pride and the pursuit of pleasure threatens to destroy self-
denial and fidelity to duty,

People: The more we want to accept sacrifice and self-denial, Heart of Jesus,
laden with the bitterness of abuse and offense.

Priest: The more the forces of hell increase their fury in attacking Your Church,

People: The more faithfully shall we cling to her, O Faithful Heart of Jesus.

Priest: The more the world opposes the highest authority of the Holy Father,

People: The more we shall obey Him with childlike confidence, and follow His
lead with humble submission, Heart of Jesus — Eternal Wisdom.

Priest: The more selfishness alienates people one from another,

People: The more sincerely we want to love one another as members of God’s
one family, Heart of Jesus, most rich in love.

All: O Divine Heart of Jesus, heart of our God, grant us Your powerful and active
grace that we, as faithful children of Your Holy Church, may become Your apostles in
the midst of the world, and in eternity — Your Crown of Glory. Amen.

TODAY: Sunday, June 14: Coffee and sweets available following the 8:30
and 10:30 Divine Liturgies in the Fellowship Room. All guests and parishioners
are invited.

Tue., June 16: - 7:00 PM - Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in church

Thur., June 18: - 7:00 PM - Moleben to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in church

Sunday, June 21: - Bible Study is after both Div. Liturgies. Please, join us.

>> CANCER RELAY for LIFE walk- Our Parish is once again participating in
this annual fundraiser on Sat, June 20 at Mahon Park, North Vancouver 4-
10pm. This is an excellent opportunity to support our church team by giving a
donation and/or coming out to walk a lap in honour of someone fighting
cancer. We do need your support. For further details call B. Ballhorn
(bjballhorn@gmail.com) or 604-732-3166.

>>Summer Bible Study Program with Mykhailo
Ozorovych! Understanding the Gospel of John. Each session is from 9:30-10:30
am and includes a short prayer service, reading and discussing sections of the
Gospel of John, Q&A, coffee and cookies.

*Teens and Young Adult Group (14-18 years old): Every Wednesday &
Friday beginning on 8 July and ending on 29 July; attend Divine Liturgy at 8:30
at Holy Eucharist Cathedral and then come for the Bible Study at the Bishop
Jerome Eparchial Centre (502-5th Ave New Westminster);

*Adult Group (19 years and older): Every Tuesday & Thursday beginning
7 July and ending on 30 July; attend Divine Liturgy at 8:30 at Holy Eucharist
Cathedral and then come for the Bible Study at the Bishop Jerome Eparchial




Centre (502-5th Ave New Westminster).
Please register by email to: mykhailo.oz@gmail.com or phone to the
Eparchy Chancery 606.524.8824 and confirm your attendance by June 30th.

>> The following Amendments to The Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Parish Constitution (St Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish) were
passed at the Parish Council Meeting on June 8, 2015 for the purpose of continuing
and improving the management and affairs of the Parish.

Chapter V: Meetings. Article 1: Annual General Parish Meeting

Section 1: An Annual General Meeting of the Parish shall be called in the last two
(2) months of the year (November or December)

Reason for change: Our current Parish Constitution says “...shall be called in the
first two months of a new calendar year” (January or February)

Chapter 9 Rules of Order. Article 3 Fiscal Year

Section 1: The fiscal year shall be from October 1st to September 30t inclusive.
Reason for change: Our current Parish Constitution says “The fiscal year shall be from
January 15t to December 315t inclusive.

The following Amendment to The Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian
Catholic Parish Constitution (St Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish) were passed at the
Parish Council Meeting on June 8, 2015 for the purpose of continuing and improving
the management and affairs of the Parish has been added.

Article 3 Elected Members. Section 9.1

Parish Council member who is absent for three (3) consecutive meetings in any
one year without reasonable explanation may be removed from office by a resolution
passed by 75% of the remaining Parish Council members.

Reason for the addition: Parish Council members are elected by the Parishioners
to perform their duties of office and participate in the pastoral and economic matters
of the parish and should be present at monthly meetings.

The new by-laws or changes in the old by-laws passed during the current year
shall be reported by the Chairperson at the next Annual General Meeting and will be
added to the Constitution.

>> VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- When Pope Francis met Russian President Vladimir
Putin at the Vatican June 10, the ongoing crisis in eastern Ukraine was the principal
topic of their conversation and was a concern for many others as well. Putin arrived at
the Vatican more than an hour late, beating the 45-minute tardiness he chalked up in
November 2013, the last time he visited the pope. Pope Francis and Putin spoke
privately, aided by interpreters, for 50 minutes before the Russian president
introduced the members of his entourage, including Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.
"The meeting was dedicated principally to the conflict in Ukraine and to the situation in
the Middle East," said Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman. "The Holy
Father affirmed the need for a commitment to a sincere and serious effort to reach
peace and there was agreement on the importance of restoring a climate of dialogue"
and on adhering to the promises made in the cease-fire agreement, Father Lombardi
said. The "serious humanitarian situation" in eastern Ukraine also was discussed, the
spokesman said, as was the need to assure humanitarian workers have access to the
region. Dozens of Ukrainians attended the pope's general audience earlier in the
morning, waving blue-and-yellow Ukrainian flags and holding up a sign saying, "Holy
Father, Pray for Ukraine."




