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[MokpoBsa lNpecBaTol boropoaunui

Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Parish

The No. 1 priority for ... the church is evangelization:
preaching the Gospel of Jesus CArist in today's world.
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550 West 14 Avenue
Vancouver, BC V57 1P6
E-Mail: office@stmarysbc.com

Phone: 604.879.5830
Fax: 604.874.2727
Website: www.stmarysbc.com

Cnyx6un boxi / Divine Liturgies
B Hepinto / Sunday
8:30 am recited - Bilingual
10:30 am sung - Ukrainian

Y Ceata / Holy Day of Obligation
10:00 am and 7:00 pm

LWoaHa / Daily Scheduled
7:30 am Matins/YTpeHs in chapel
8:25 am in church

First Friday - 8:25 am Divine Liturgy
followed by Moleben to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus or Mother of God

CnosBiai noynHatoum gecatb XBUINH Nepes,
Cnyx60t0 boxoto

Confessions begin ten minutes before the
Divine Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism by appointment - membership in
Parish is required

Marriages by appointment made at least six
months in advance. Membership in Parish
is required

Funerals by arrangement in the Parish Office

00. Bacunianun/Basilian Fathers serving in
this Parish

Father Josaphat Tyrkalo, OSBM, Pastor

Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Bishop Emeritus

31-a Heoinsa Ilicna 3ichannsa Ceamozo
Hyxa
JYKH 18:35-43

Thirty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 18:35-43

SPECIAL NOTICE - Do not park in the
RESERVED stalls in front of St. Mary's
Gardens when you come for the
Sunday Divine Liturgy. Your car will
be towed.




Heoina, 15 ciuens, 2012 31-a Heoina Ilicna 3icnanna Ceamozo /lyxa

Micaunuit namip Ceamiuwozo Omuysa Ilanu Pumcovkozo — na Ciuenp
3aranbHum HaMmip: LLLo6 xepTBU NpUpOAHUX KAaTaCTPOd MOMIN OTPUMATK AYXOBHY i
MaTepisnbHY NiATPUMKY, NOTPiOHY A0 BiAOYA0BUN IXHBOIO XUTTS.

MicinHnn Hamip: lNMocBATA XPUCTUAH A0 MUPY, MOBUHHA 3POAKYyBaTU CBiAOLTBO A0
iMmeHi XpucTa nepes, BCiMa YonoBikamu i xiHkamu A,06poi Boni.

- Tponapi i YnTaHHA B XXOBTiM KHUXLi Ha cTop. 3 i 4.

- KaBa i conoake CboropaHi nicna Cnyxbu boxoi o roa 8:30 i 10:30 paHo, y BiTaNbHi
nig LepKBo.

IIpocumo Beix [apadissH NPUHOCUTH NPOAYKTH AJI51 NOTPEOYIOUMX, SIKi He NCYIThCs (non-
perishable) B nepmy i Tpery Heaiiiio ko:xkHOro Micsius. [lpocumo nonomararu!

CexaoxxoroaHi 15 CivyeHb:
- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i byae
NPOAOBXYBATUCA KOXHOI HeAini.

Cepepa, 18 CiyeHb:
- 7:00 Beyopa Cxoaunnu MNapadisnsHoi Pagu y bopa Pymi.

YeTtBep, 19 CiueHb: BIBJIINHI CTYAII o roa. 7:00 Beu: Mporpama oxonnioe "Benuka
Mopisa" Ha Temy «IcTopia CnaciHHA». Bnaanka CeBepisiH AKMMULWNH, € MOAEPATOP.
Mpo iHbopmauii npocite Cy3aHy Jlazapyk 604-733-3756 abo E-Mail:
sylazaruk@gmail.com.

Cyb6oTa, 21 CiueHb:

- 8:30 paHky - Cnyxba boxa

- 9:30 paHky Cxoanuun JL.Y.KXK.K. niuHyTbCAa MOnebHem ao Mpeunctoi Aisn Mapii a
BiATAK 3aCifaHHA y BiTa/IbHI NiA, LEePKBOIO.

Hepina, 22 CiyeHb:
- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i byae
NPOAOBXYBATUCA KOXHOI HeAini.

YeTBep, 26 CiueHb: BIBJIINHI CTYAIl o roa. 7:00 Beu: Mporpama oxonnioe "Benuka
Mopia" Ha Temy «lcTopia CnaciHHA».

Hepina, 29 CiyeHb:

- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i byae
NPOAOBXYBATUCA KOXHOI HeAini.

Hepinga, 5 Jliotun:

- MapadisnbHa KatexutnuHa nporpama nig yac Cnyxbu boxoi B 10:30 paHo i byae
NPOAOBXYBATUCA KOXHOI HeAini.

Bulletin Announcements must be in the office by Wednesday noon. It is your
responsibility to notify the office, do not think that 'well they know', Father or the
Secretary may know but do not always remember to put it in the bulletin!

Monthly Calendar Announcements for the next two months must be in the office by
the 20th day of this month.

NMPOCUMO 1,06 oronoLleHHs A0 HACTYNMHOro ,BO-MiCAYHOro KaneHaaps Tpeba
noaaTn A0 KaHuenapii He ganblue Ak 20-ro AHA LbOro Micaus.




Sunday, January 15, 2012 Thirty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Papal General Prayer Intention for January: Pray for the victims of natural disasters that
they may receive the spiritual and material comfort they need to rebuild their lives.

Mission Intention: Pray that the dedication of Christians to peace may bear witness to
the name of Christ before all men and women of good will.

- Tropar, Kondak & readings for today in the Yellow booklet pages: 3 & 4.

- Coffee and sweets are available today following the 8:30 am and 10:30 am Divine
Liturgy in the Fellowship Room. All guests and parishioners are invited.

Food Bank Donations: We encourage all parishioners to contribute to the Food Bank on the
first and third Sundays of every month. PLEASE ADD YOUR SUPPORT.

Sunday, January 15:
- Parish Catechism Program for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
and will continue as the schedule dictates.

Monday, January 16: Pastoral visits and Home Blessing will be done by Father
Damien Dutka, OSBM. If you have a message for Father Josaphat or Bishop Severian
you may convey it to Fr. Damien and he will pass on the message (good or bad). If
you would like father to visit, please fill out the request form.

Wednesday, January 18:
- 7 pm Parish Council Meeting in the Board Room. Both the old and newly elected
members should attend.

Thursday, January 19: BIBLE STUDIES begin at 7 pm in the Fellowship Room -
This year’s Bible Timeline: “The Story of Salvation.” For more information contact
Susan Lazaruk: 604-733-3756 or e-mail: sylazaruk@gmail.com.

Saturday, January 21:

- 8:30 am Divine Liturgy

- UCWLC Meeting begins with Moleben at 9:30 am in Church. Meeting to follow
in the Fellowship Room.

Sunday, January 22: Parish Catechism Program for Pre-Schoolers during the 10:30
am Divine Liturgy and will continue as the schedule dictates.

Wednesday, January 25: St. Mary’s Garden’s Director’s Meeting.
Thursday, January 26: BIBLE STUDIES begin at 7 pm in the Fellowship Room.

Sunday, January 29:
- Parish Catechism Program for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
and will continue as the schedule dictates.

Sunday, February 5:
- Parish Catechism Program for Pre-Schooler’s during the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
and will continue as the schedule dictates.

Iconography classes: conducted by Iconographer Steve Knight, continue twice a month for
10 months following the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy in the Fellowship Room. All supplies
are provided. No art or drawing experience necessary. Fee To Be Announced. All ages are
welcome. For information contact Susan Lazaruk: 604-733-3756 or e-mail:
sylazaruk@gmail.com.




NpoxaHHA MONUTOB: 3a Bac abo 3a uneHiB Bawoi poanHuM, npocuMo noaatu iM's Ao
MapadisnbHol KaHUenapii Ha TenedoH 604-879-5830 abo KMHYTM 3aNUCKY HA
Tauy.

Request for Prayers: to pray for you, your family member, or friend - please
submit the name to the Parish Office by phone 604-879-5830 or by written
note on the collection plate.

Mam'aTante noMonuTuca: 3a Bawy poauHy, 3a unenis MNMapadii, a 0cobnneo 3a TUX
AKi 3HaXoAATbCA B JIiKapHAX, abo TUX WO OYiKyTb boXOi BiANOBIAi HA TXHi
MONUTBU, abo paaitoTh boxoto Bignogigtl, abo 3a TMX AKi BiA3HAYYOTb YPOAUHMU,
abo poKOBMHM, ab0 3a TUX WO NOKANKAHI A0 IXHbOI BiYHOI BMUHAropoAau, abo 3a
POAVHY AKY BOHU 3NN,

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: your family, your fellow parishioners, especially the
shut-in or in the hospital, those seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those
rejoicing with God’s answer; those celebrating a birthday or anniversary, those
called to their eternal reward and for the family they leave behind.

Please remember in your prayers especially: Fr. Vincent Prychidko, OSBM; Fr.
Josaphat Tyrkalo, OSBM, Fr. Steven Basarab; Joseph Bayduza; Catherine Hladij,
Martha Huzyk, Victoria Kuzik, Bodzie Lawryshyn; Ben Marchinkow; Jason Obuck;
William Orysik, Nick Pasowesty; Mary Scott, Leon & Polly Woznow, and all the
Canadian Armed Forces on peacekeeping missions.

PLEASE VISIT our Parishioners who are confined to their hospital beds or their
homes. They need our visits as well as our prayers.

If there are Parishioners that you visit and we are not listing them for you to
pray for them, please call the Parish office with that information, or for the
fathers to visit them.

Please remember to pray daily for vocations to the priesthood and religious
life.

LlepkoBHa 3BykoBa Cucrtema: [MoBHUN KOWT HOBOI cucTeMun BUHOCKMTbL $18,132.00.
Mpocnmo Bac aonomMortn nokputu KowTa. NpocnmMo 3n0Xntu Bawi noxepTsu.
Hexan Hawa lMNpeceaTta boropoaunus i Nokposutenbka bnarocnoemTb Bac ycix 3a
Bawy weppicTb!

Lo uboro yacy mu oaepxanu $9,497.70. Hexan HanceaTtinwa PoanHa - lcyc,
Mapis i Mocud 6narocnosuts 3a Bawy weapicts! Kopeicbka Micis Cs. Magna YoHr
noxeptByBana $9,065.70.Hexan Hawa CeaTa NokposuTtenska Matn boxa
61arocnoBUTb 3a IXHIO WEeAPICTb.

CHURCH SOUND SYSTEM: The total cost of the new system is $18,132.00. You are
asked to help with the cost. Please make your donation by marking your envelope
or cheque with the words: “Church Sound System”.

To date we have received $9497.70. May the Holiest of Families - Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, bless your generosity! The Korean Mission of St. Paul Chong donated
$9,065.70. May our Blessed Protectress, the Mother of God, bless their generosity.




A SPECIAL Request: At the conclusion of each Divine Liturgy, please close all Liturgy
and/or hymnbooks and return them to their proper place. Also, please do not leave
any church bulletins or any other material in the pews. Let each of us do our part to be
true stewards of our parish church by helping to keep the church pews clean and neat.
Thank you.

CneuisnbHe NpoxaHHA: Nicng 3akiHYeHHA Cnyx6m boXxoi NpoCcnMo 3aMKHYTH
MOJINTBEHHUKM i CMiBAHMKWN i MOCTAaBUTU IX HA BignoBigHe Micue. PIBHOX NpPOCMMO He
3a/uwanTe bloneTeHiB | ApyrMx matepianis B 1aBkax. byabMo rocnogapHMmMu B Hawwin
LLepKBi i 4OMNOMOXiM, WO6M Hawi naBKN Bynn YNCTi N aKypaTHi.

This note to ALL PARISHIONERS Please be on time for the Divine Liturgy. Realize that
if you come into the Church proper after the Great Entrance you have missed most
of the Divine Liturgy and have not really attended the prescribed service for a
Sunday.

Church Etiquette: Be aware that to have attended the entire Divine Liturgy one
must receive the Final Blessing before leaving the Church Service. We also ask
that you do not visit in the main part of the Church before, during or after the
service. Please use the Vestibule or the Fellowship room to conduct your
conversations - leave the Church proper (the Nave) for those that want to pray.

Lle npuraaka gna Bcix BipHux. NpocnuMo npuxoanTu B4acHo Ha Cnyxby boxy.
byabMoO roToBi pa3om 3acniBaTh NOYaTKOBUN FiMH. 3p0O3yMinTe, AKLLO By npunaetn
no Llepksu nicnsa Benukoro Bxoay, Bu nponyctunm 6inbwy yactuHy Cnyxbu boxoi, i
LAINCHO He Bucnyxanu npunucanoi Cnyxbu boxoi Ha Heainto.

LlepkoBHa ETuka: byabmo ceigomi, wo 6epyun yyacts y CB. JliTyprii Mu mycumo
oepXaTu KiHueBe bnarocnoBeHHs nepea TUM AK MU 3anmwmnmMmo Cnyxby boxy. Mu
PiIBHOX NMPOCUMO He BUXoAuUTU 3 LlepkBu nepepn 3akiHYeHHAM Cnyx6u boxoi. Mu
npocnmMo Bac He cninkyBaTucsa B Llepkei nepea, nia vac i nicna Cnyx6u boxoi.
Mpouwy e pobuTtn B nputBopi LlepkBn abo y BiTanbHi Nia LekBoto. 3anuwiMm HaBy
(Nave) uepkBu Ana BipHUX AKi MONATbLCA.

BC is going to Unity - August 16-19, 2012
At Pinawa, MB, - Wilderness Edge Retreat Center, - just north of Winnipeg.

Unity is a gathering of Ukrainian Catholics from across Canada to further
understand, embrace and celebrate our faith through prayer, education and
fellowship. Unity is open to young adults 18 (1994) to 35 years of age.

Come and pre-register today! Cost: $225 before May 31 includes all meals,
accommodation, sessions and social event for the program. Transportation extra.

Some of the program highlights include BBQ, Bonfire, Liturgy, Keynote Speakers,
Breakout Sessions, and Zabava,

Fundraising will begin in the coming months to help with transportation costs.

Interested? Let us know by January 30, so we can send you more information.
- Jennifer Sawka: jennsawka@hotmail.com, Ph: 604.876.5691

- Fr.Theo theomac@lycos.com Ph: 1-250.384.2292

- www.ucyc.ca/unity2012/

Please see the Bulletin Board at the front entrance for Poster and Registration forms.
MAKE IT YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION - SIGN UP TODAY!




THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS

Thank you for your prayers. I was sent home from the hospital on Wednesday evening,
January 11, 2012. Your prayers did help, great or small as you may think they are, before God
each prayer is important. I still do need your prayers so that I may return to fullness of health.
Know that all prayers are answered: As a young child I remember a Sister telling us to pray
three Hail Mary’s each day and that in your time of need, God will provide you with peace and a
priest. This happened to me while I was in the Emergency Room, a Roman Catholic Priest
showed up and said that he knew that I was a priest. He prayed with me, anointed me and
provided me with the peace I needed to respond to the healing hands of the doctors. If I find the
story, which I had read concerning the lost soul and the Hail Mary, I promise I will print it for
you.

The Doctor has strongly recommended that I stay away from most responsibilities for the
next two weeks. During my recuperation, Father Damien Dutka, OSBM will be here to assist you
with all your spiritual needs. Father Damien will likewise be visiting the parishioners that
requested a blessing of their home. Please welcome Father Damien warmly and convey to him
any message you may want to say to either myself or Bishop Severian.

Father Josaphat Tyrkalo, OSBM

The Catholic Health Association of BC will be awarding two bursaries valued at $250
each to two 2012 graduating students enrolled in a Catholic secondary school, or
who are a member of a BC or Yukon parish and enrolled in a public secondary
school, or who are home-schooled. Students are asked to submit a 500 word essay
that demonstrates an awareness and understanding of the significance of
Spirituality in Health Care. Submissions must be received on or before March 9,
2012. For further details, please refer to the poster in the vestibule of the church,
or check the CHABC website at www.chabc.bc.ca under upcoming events.

1 Corinthians - a modern "Easter" adaptation

If | decorate my house perfectly with Easter eggs, pussy willows, even an icon or
two, but do not show love to my family, | am just another decorator.

If | slave away in the kitchen, baking many paskas & babkas, making butter lambs,
even shop for meats & cheese and arrange a beautifully adorned Easter basket, but do
not show love to my family, | am just another cook.

If | work at the soup kitchen, sing hymns galore in the nursing home and give all
that | have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing.

If | attend a myriad of Easter gatherings and sing in the choir's cantata but do not
focus on Christ, | have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the
husband. Love is kind, though harried and tired. Love does not envy another's home
that has coordinated china and table linens. Love does not yell at the kids to get out
of the way.

Love does not give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in
giving to those who can not give.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.
Love never fails. Rather, giving the gift of LOVE will be forever!




Icon of Christ and Zaccheus

SUNDAY OF ZACCHEUS: written by Father Joseph Kapusnak

As salvation came to the house of Zaccheus by Your entrance, O Christ; likewise now
by the entrance of your sacred ministers, and Your holy angels with them, grant peace
to this house and mercifully bless it, saving and enlightening all who live within.
Troparion

Readings: 1 Timothy 4:9-15 Luke 19:1-10

Meditation:

Lord, your mercy is great indeed for all who receive it with sincerity of heart. And, we
rejoice today with Zaccheus, the poor little rich man whose house was blessed and
sanctified by your entrance and Presence.

Listening to this holy gospel, we understand that even though he had a certain
amount of material wealth and earthly riches, he himself realized that there was
something missing and that indeed he was poor.

But, he could only have known this because he responded to your invitation, gently
but insistently, calling to his heart. His heart must have been a heart of flesh, warm and
giving (and also unusual for a tax collector - a chief tax collector, at that!), for he says
that he gives "one half of his possessions to the poor" and will "restore fourfold if he
has defrauded anyone."

No, this Zaccheus is not a cold and calculating man, but a man in search of that
"something missing" in his life. Even though he did not know what it was, he did know
in his heart that somehow this Jesus might have the answer for him.

Jesus, your answer came, in a manner that by far exceeded his expectations and
imaginings. For he came to realize in the instant that You said, "Zaccheus, come down



immediately ..." that You, O Lord, were the only "true riches". And how he rejoiced when
You invited him, to invite You to his house.

O noble Zaccheus, your immediate response shows us your heart: a heart now fully
enlightened by the "Enlightener of Hearts". Your heart is ready to know and do the will
of He who came, not only to stay in your home, but to make his home in your heart and
your life. And so we too, rejoice with you today.

Lord, as the time of the Great Fast so swiftly approaches, give to me the desire of
Zaccheus to see You: the desire that will go any lengths and do anything to get just a
glimpse of You. For | know, O Lord, that it is far more than just a "glimpse" that You
give to those who "seek You with all their heart."

It is You, One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit that You desire to give to us ... to me.
"Create a pure heart in me, O Lord."

Patristic Reading:

"Salvation comes to the house" of Zaccheus even. For what reason? Was it because he
also believed that Christ came by Marcion? But the blind man's cry was still sounding in
the ears of all: "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me." And "all the people gave praise
unto God"- not Marcion's, but David's.

Now, although Zaccheus was probably a Gentile, he yet from his intercourse with
Jews had obtained a smattering of their Scriptures, and, more than this, had, without
knowing it, fulfilled the precepts of Isaiah: "Give your bread," said the prophet, "to the
hungry, and bring the poor that are cast out into your house." This he did in the best
possible way, by receiving the Lord, and entertaining Him in his house.

"When you see the naked, cover him." This he promised to do, in an equally
satisfactory way, when he offered the half of his goods for all works of mercy. So also
"he loosened the bands of wickedness, undid the heavy burdens, let the oppressed go
free, and broke every yoke," when he said, "If | have taken anything from any man by
false accusation, | restore it to him fourfold." Therefore, the Lord said, "This day has
salvation come to this house."

Thus did He give his testimony, that the precepts of the Creator spoken by the
prophet tended to salvation. But when He adds, "or the Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which is lost," my present contention is not whether He has come to save
what was lost, to whom it had once belonged, and from whom what He came to save
had fallen away; but | approach a different question. Man, there can be no doubt of it, is
here the subject of consideration.

Now, since he consists of two parts, body and soul, the point to be inquired into is,
in which of these two, man would seem to have been lost? If in his body, then it is his
body, not his soul, which is lost. Whoever is lost, the Son of man saves. The body,
therefore, has the salvation. If, on the other hand, it is in his soul that man is lost,
salvation is designed for the lost soul; and the body, which is not lost is safe.

If, to take the only other supposition, man is wholly lost, in both his natures, then it
necessarily follows that salvation is appointed for the entire man; and then the opinion
of the heretics is shivered to pieces, who say that there is no salvation of the flesh. And
this affords a confirmation that Christ belongs to the Creator, who followed the Creator
in promising the salvation of the whole man. (Tertullian, Against Marcion)

Reflection Questions:

Put yourself in the Gospel scene. Who am I? Zaccheus? One of the people who want
to see Jesus? Who murmured against Jesus? Who wants to harm Jesus? Why?



GENERATIONS
OF FAITH
2011/2012

Early Bird Registration Deadline - Sunday January 15!
Come and join us for lunch, education, conversation and prayer

Register now for the second Generations of Faith session
“An examination of the Mysteries (Sacraments) of Initiation”

January 29, 2012 - 12:15 pm - 3:30 pm
AT OUR ST. MARY’S UKRAINIAN CULTURAL CENTRE

We begin with lunch and then the family household will move through four
different stations. Each Station will have as the main presenter one of our lower
mainland priests and a catechist.

Registration forms can be submitted to your parish office or contact person and
the early bird deadline is TODAY. Regular registration rates apply January 16
to 24. Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church or on the
Eparchial website at: www.nweparchy.ca

For more information, speak with your local contact person:
Carol Achtemichuk at Tel. No. 604-980-4680




ST. MARY’S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH PRESENTS
A pre-Lenten CARNIVAL DINNER & DANCE

Mardi Gras Ukrainian Style
IIYIIEHHA

FEBRUARY 18, 2012

Doors open at 6:00 pm
Dinner at 7:00 pm

50/50 Draw

Full Ukrainian Buffet with Perogies!
Door Prizes

Cash Bar

Free Parking

Live Music with

S — BAHN

Reservations, Tables, Tickets:
Pat - 604-433-0661
Henrietta - 604-291-0087 e

)
¢ Y
Parish Office - 604-879-5830 {& %
l‘ y
$40.00 per person
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CENTRE
Youth 20 and under $20.00 3150 ASH STREET, VANCOUVER
Tables of 12 ( 16th Avenue & Ash St.)

PASTORAL LETTER



OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
Announcing
The Year 2012 - A YEAR ACCEPTABLE TO THE LORD!

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters, Seminarians and
Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:

Dearly Beloved in Christ!

Following his baptism in the River Jordan and his subsequent time of prayer and
fasting in the desert, Jesus began his 3 years of public ministry. He entered the
synagogue in Nazareth and read the following words from the Prophet Isaiah: “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” [Lk 4:18-
19]

As we, the members of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada, begin the New
Year 2012 with the commemoration of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan River and the
start of his public ministry, we too are called upon to begin a year acceptable to the
Lord. This year will mark several important events in the life of our Church, which we
wish to officially announce with this letter.

The Centenary of Blessed Bishop Nykyta Budka

In 1912 the first bishop appointed to lead the Ukrainian Catholic faithful in Canada
arrived in Winnipeg to begin his public ministry. The newly ordained Bishop Nykyta
Budka began the pastoral work of coordinating the clergy, religious sisters and
brothers, together with the laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church scattered across the
vast country of Canada into a united Church, initially as a single Canada-wide
Exarchate. This later grew into a Metropolitan Province with an Archeparchy and four
Eparchies.

The task awaiting young 35 year-old Bishop Budka was immense. Not only did he
strive to unify Ukrainian Catholics into an organized Church, but he needed to obtain
civil recognition of our Church by the government of Canada, to establish and develop
good relations with the dominant Roman Catholic Church and other denominations,
and help the Ukrainian immigrants who had been settling here since 1891 to face the
challenges of a new culture and a new way of life. Indeed, Bishop Budka had to carry
out his ministry according to the scripture text mentioned above: bringing joy to the
poor, visiting the imprisoned, helping the sick, and assisting all those oppressed with
the difficult conditions of pioneer life. Bishop Budka carried out his mission in Canada
from 1912 until his final return to Europe in 1928. He suffered much during this
period and his health deteriorated. In Ukraine he returned to pastoral ministry. With
the rise of communism, Bishop Budka, although still a Canadian citizen was arrested
together with the other bishops in Ukraine and sentenced to a concentration camp in
Kazakstan, where he died in 1949. In 2001, during the historic pastoral visit of Pope
John Paul Il to Ukraine, Bishop Budka was beatified, together with other martyrs of the
faith and now holds the title of BLESSED Bishop Nykyta Budka.

Ukrainian Catholic Synod of Bishops scheduled for Winnipeg 2012

To mark this important centenary of Blessed Bishop Nykyta Budka for our Church
the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of Canada invited the Ukrainian Catholic Synod of



Bishops to hold its annual meeting in Canada in 2012. This invitation has been
accepted and we are happy to announce that this gathering of Ukrainian Catholic
Bishops from around the world will be held in Winnipeg from 9-16 September 2012.
Of the current 51 bishops (including those in retirement) it is expected that around
35-40 bishops will take part. Although the Synod itself, according to canon law, is
open only to bishops, various public functions are being planned, including the
opening Divine Liturgy in Winnipeg’s Sts. Vladimir & Olga Cathedral on September 9th,
Also planned are a public banquet on September 16, and visits by bishops to various
churches in Manitoba on Sunday, September 16th,

A committee has been organized to make logistical plans for this Synod and its
activities in Manitoba. All plans are ultimately subject to approval by the Secretariat of
the UGCC Synod of Bishops from Ukraine.

Visit of newly elected Patriarch Sviatoslav

In March of 2011, following the resignation of His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, Father
and Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the UGCC Synod of Bishops elected Bishop
Sviatoslav Shewchuk, 40 years of age, as the new Father and Head of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church. Following the confirmation of his election by Pope Benedict XVI, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav was installed in Kyiv on 27 March 2011. His Beatitude will be in
Canada not only to take part in the Winnipeg UGCC Synod, but will also make pastoral
visitations to the other eparchies in Canada during September 2012. Each Eparchy is
responsible for planning the details of the Patriarch’s visit in its particular area. With
the pastoral visit of Patriarch Sviatoslav, the ties of our Church in Canada with the
Church in Ukraine will be strengthened, and the memory of Blessed Bishop Nykyta
Budka will be honoured.

Dearly Beloved in Christ!

Indeed the year 2012 will be for Ukrainian Catholics in Canada “a year acceptable
to the Lord!” It will be a time not only to remember the past, but to celebrate it as
well. It will be a time to receive guests and offer hospitality in the name of the Lord.
And it will be a time to review and renew our pastoral mission in the world we live. Let
us continue our pilgrim journey with Christ our Saviour, into this special year, through
the prayers of Blessed Nykyta Budka, our first bishop and martyr.

6/19 January 2012, Feast of the Theophany of our Lord
Prot H/1/2012

+ Lawrence Huculak OSBM, Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg
+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmont on

+ Stephen Chmilar, Eparchial Bishop of Toronto

+ Ken Nowakowski, Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster

+ Bryan Bayda CSsR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon



